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Chandigarh achieves
99.93% literacy, gets
‘fully literate UT. tag

CHANDIGARH

Chandigarh attained
99.93% literacy rate, thus
making it a fully literate
Union Territory, said Gu-
lab Chand Katari, the Go-
vernor of Punjab and Ad-
ministrator of Chandigarh.
It is the sixth State/U.T. in
the country and the se-
cond Union Territory to
achieve the feat.

To  celebrate this
achievement, Chandi-
garh’s Education Depart-
ment held a “felicitation of
neo-literates”, where new-
ly literate individuals were
honoured. Mr. Kataria, the
chief guest at the event,

for Chandigarh. He said
the success achieved un-
der the Understanding Li-
felong Learning for All in
Society  (ULLAS) has
helped the city surpass the
95% literacy benchmark
set under the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020.

Mr. Kataria said Chandi-
garh’s literacy rate has in-
creased from 93.7% to
99.93%, with 15,556 citi-
zens participating in the
programme and 14,711 suc-
cessfully clearing the lite-
racy assessment. The Go-
vernor also highlighted the
remarkable leap in wo-
men’s literacy from 90.7%
to 99.89%, calling it a sig-

described the achieve- nificant step towards wo-
ment as a historic moment  men’s empowerment.
Chandigarh.

11Mac. Chandigarh achieves 99.93%
literacy, gets ‘fully literate U.T.’ tag

TSI 7 99.93% HIGRT IR Y, ‘i aT
AT&R HEMRIT TSI BT gl Fra

e Chandigarh attained 99.93% literacy rate,
thus making it a fully literate Union Territory, said
Gulab Chand Katari, the Governor of Punjab and
Administrator of Chandigarh.

TSTTE A 99.93% WIERET & 11 B ol &, o I8
TS TE1 aRE WIER SHo=mRid Ua=T & 741 8, U1 usre
F ISTUTA 3R NG F YRS 19 de Berar 3
Dol

e ltis the sixth State/U.T. in the country and the
second Union Territory to achieve the feat.
Tg 4 T BT /SRR UGN AR GO
Feanid uew § o/ a8 Iuafsy g1k o1 81

e To celebrate this achievement, Chandigarh’s
Education Department held a “felicitation of neo-
literates”, where newly literate individuals were
honoured.
Y IUAfed &1 5% 7 & fod dShTe & fRram faumr 3
“Iq-JI&RY PT JHTH JHRIS” Ao fHar, Sigt Ig
IR g AR & e fosar |

e Mr. Kataria, the chief guest at the event,
described the achievement as a historic moment for

SrichH & H&T ATAFY oft HeIiaT A 59 Iudis o) GehTe & R Arerie &ror sam|
e He said the success achieved under the Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in
Society (ULLAS) has helped the city surpass the 95% literacy benchmark set under the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
31 gl fh Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in Society (ULLAS) & ded fae
qohed A 2R b AT A& A (NEP) 2020 & d5d FMuiRd 959% AT&RAT A 3 3
ugd fean g
¢ Mr. Kataria said Chandigarh’s literacy rate has increased from 93.7% to 99.93%, with
15,556 citizens participating in the programme and 14,711 successfully clearing the
literacy assessment.
ot FeTiar 3 w1 o5 TEhTg B ATLRAT X 93.7% A TGH 99.93% B TS 7, FSraH 15,556
AT A SRIEH T U form SiR 14,711 3 HIGRET TP e AhAdTgdd Uy fHar|

e The Governor also highlighted the remarkable leap in women'’s literacy from 90.7% to
99.89%, calling it a significant step towards women’s empowerment.

SAUTd A Afgarsi St "IERAT T 90.7% I ¢ 99.89% I &1 IeaW-1g gfes ! ot
e faran SR s wfgar wxIfda®or #1 fa=n ¥ Hgayufl Hen samT|
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Vasudevan Mukunth

ASA has officially ruled out the
N possibility of asteroid 2024 YR4

colliding with the moon in 2032.
This update settles concerns that first
surfaced after the asteroid’s discovery in
late 2024. For several months, orbital
models suggested a small but notable
3.8% to 4.3% chance that the rock would
strike the lunar surface on December 22,
2032.
To resolve the uncertainty, experts from
NASA'’s Centre for Near-Earth Object
Studies used the James Webb Space

Telescope to track the object. In February,

the team made two important
observations while the asteroid was
extremely faint, a feat impossible for
most other observatories. These new
data points have reportedly allowed the
scientists to refine the asteroid’s
trajectory with higher precision.

The latest calculations show that 2024
YR4 will safely bypass the moon at a
distance of around 21,200 km. This
follows an earlier update regarding the
earth: while data in early 2025 indicated a
potential threat to our planet,
subsequent analysis ruled out a
terrestrial impact for the next century at
least.

Astronomers have said that these shifts in
probability are a standard part of
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9971932488

An artist’s impression of an asteroid that orbits
closer to the sun than the earth’s orbit, showing
its dark side. NOIRLAB/J. DA SILVA

planetary defence. When scientists first
discover a near-earth object, they must
calculate its path using limited
information, which often results in a wide
range of possible outcomes. As they
collect more data over time, they narrow
those possibilities down. In the case of
the 65-meter-wide 2024 YR4, the newest
evidence confirms it is no longer a threat
to the earth or its moon.

N

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page”

11Mac. Asteroid YR4: no longer a
threat

ST YR4: 3 DS Wal Al

e NASA has officially ruled out the
possibility of asteroid 2024 YR4 colliding
with the moon in 2032.

NASA A 3MhTRS ¥U H 58 2024
YR4 & 2032 ® GGHT | THIA DI EHTGAT
DI @IS R fea1 g

e This update settles concerns that
surfaced after the asteroid’s discovery in
late 2024.

g I 3 RIATST Pl T Bl & Sl
2024 & 3id W $H &5IE DI Wil & d1G
SIEEREIERIT

e For several months, orbital models
suggested a 3.8% to 4.3% probability that
the asteroid would strike the lunar surface
on 22 December 2032.

Hs HeHI do Hefy diedl 3 a8 ddbd faar

T foh 22 fARIER 2032 P! 3 5IE & d% TAE ° SHIUA DI 3.8% H 4.3% FUTAT |
e To resolve the uncertainty, experts from NASA’s Centre for Near-Earth Object Studies
(CNEOS) tracked the asteroid using the James Webb Space Telescope.

EXl H&I@Wﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ NASA & Centre for Near-Earth Object Studies (CNEOQOS) &
fa=ioRt 7 James Webb Space Telescope BT ITINT IR Wﬁ e foar|

e In February, scientists made two key observations while the asteroid was extremely faint.

WRa<! B a1 3 &) He@yut Sl

Y, §I9 U5 &fguig Scid TG (faint) Tl

e This observation was difficult for most other opservatc_)rles.
g 3(TAIp U 3 aU=marsii & fore IHa T8) o

e These new data points helped scientists refine the asteroid’s trajectory with greater

precision.

T U 3fihel A IFB! Bl &EUE Pt HeT B it Tdhwar A Fuffea w1 & ggrar

e The latest calculations show that 2024 YR4 will bypass the moon at a distance of about

21,200 km.

FATH TUMATSH & AR 2024 YR4 TTHT 21,200 foredt gt ¥ 5@ Bt UR B SI1Q|
e This update follows an earlier assessment regarding the Earth.

Ig 3fEJaH U8 fhU T gedt | T fa e & a8 ST 3|

o Early 2025 data initially suggested a potential threat to Earth.

2025 @ URTH® STHBRY

3 Tamd O gedt & fore dnfaa @av &1 doha foam ol

o However, later analysis ruled out a terrestrial impact for at least the next century.

Afs a1 & fIRAV0 A HH A $H 3T TP AdTeg! dP YAl & THIIG B AHTIAT DI @IS

P feam

e Astronomers say such changes in probability are a normal part of planetary defence

studies.

Tafag! & IR Uit FUTEIsH & geard wedt f$%a siwrae &1 amam=y fian g

e When scientists first discover a Near-Earth Object (NEO), they must calculate its path using

limited information.

S 391 Ugalt aR fBa Near-Earth Object (NEO) 1 TSl &34 &, Al 3 HIFHd SR
F ATYR R IAD! BT BT SITH T USal 2|

e This often results in a wide range of possible outcomes.
Y SRR FHTfad ufkomdl @t T SIS gaar 9 Sl gl

e As more observations are collected, scientists gradually narrow down the possible

trajectories.

S-S 3fp 3raeiieh U 81 ©, 371 k- Hnfaa wamaif &) Wiftrd $32a &
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e Inthe case of the 65-meter-wide asteroid 2024 YRA4, the latest evidence confirms it is no
longer a threat to Earth or the Moon.

65 Tex TS &EUT 2024 YR4A & A B Td-ad el T8 IS $vd ¢ [ g oid gedt a1 dsm
& forQ ®Is GavT T 8
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LS takes up resolution on removal of Speaker as MPs trade accusations in

House

AHIUT H TP B geM & YEITT R 94, Jige! & N9 SRIU-yarg

11Mac

Opposition brings up suspensions, mic row during debate on Speaker

THR R 989 & R fauer A Fded ik urgswiwi= faare &1 geg Somn

11Mac

Fast-tracking Bill on women’s quota may influence U.P. polls

afedr RemT fadas ) aoil § aR] FI A SR WS gA1d HHTfad §) Thd 8

11Mac

Reevaluating the office of the Speaker

e & Ug &1 (HDd

LS takes up resolution on
removal of Speaker as MPs
trade accusations in House

Sandeep Phukan
Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Tuesday
took up a resolution
moved by the Opposition
seeking the removal of
Speaker Om Birla, with
both the Treasury and Op-
position benches trading
sharp accusations over the
neutrality of the Chair.

Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju de-
scribed the motion as an
“attack on democracy it-
self”, while the Congress
Deputy Leader in the Lok
Sabha, Gaurav Gogoi, said
the resolution was brought
from compulsion to “pro-
tect the neutrality” of the
institution of the Speaker.

Initiating the debate,
Mr. Gogoi slammed the
Speaker’s conduct, alleg-
ing partisan behaviour and
arguing that the motion
was necessary to “save the
Constitution”.

“We are saddened that
we had to bring such a re-
solution because we all
have personal relations
with the Speaker. But it is
our dharma and duty to
protect the decorum and
dignity of this House,” he
said.

The discussion, for
which 10 hours have been
allotted, will continue on
Wednesday and conclude
with a vote.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah is expected to
intervene in the debate on
Wednesday before the
House votes on the
motion.

The proceedings began
with Congress MP Moham-
mad Jawed reading out the
notice seeking to move the
resolution for Mr. Birla’s re-
moval. The motion was al-
so moved by fellow Con-
gress MPs K. Suresh and
Mallu Ravi.

A brief procedural row
erupted over who would
preside over the proceed-
ings during the debate. Al-
MIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi
raised a point of order, ask-
ing why BJP MP Jagdambi-

MO
Lok Sabha Deputy LoP and Congress MP Gaura speaks

ka Pal was chairing the ses-
sion, and arguing that Mr.
Pal had been appointed to
the panel of chairpersons
by the Speaker himself.

‘The objection was coun-
tered by BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey and Mr. Rijiju, who
said the claim was “irrele-
vant” and that Mr. Pal was
competent to preside over
the House during the
debate.

After the presiding offic-
er asked members sup-
porting the notice to stand
up, more than the required
50 MPs rose in their seats,
allowing the motion to be
admitted for discussion.

The Congress Deputy
Leader, in his remarks, al-
leged that the Opposition
had repeatedly been de-
nied the opportunity to
raise critical issues in the
House and cited the treat-
ment of Leader of the Op-
position Rahul Gandhi dur-
ing the debate on the
Motion of Thanks to the
President’s Address.

“In the month of Febru-
ary, when the Leader of
the Opposition tried to
speak during the Motion of
Thanks, he was interrupt-
ed 20 times. The interrup-
tions came from the Chair,
members of the panel, and
senior leaders of the Trea-
sury benches,” Mr. Gogoi
said.

‘MPs silenced’

“There was an expectation
that the Chair would be
neutral. But research of the
uncorrected  transcripts
will show the number of
times the Leader of the Op-

&
during the budget session of Parliament on Tuesday. SANSAD TV/ANI

position was interrupted.
While he was on his feet,
another member was
called upon to speak,” Mr.
Gogol said.

“Is Ihls the parliamen-
tary tradition we want to
show? Microphones are
being used to silence MPs.
This stands in direct con-
tradiction with the rituals
of this House,” he added.

Mr. Gogoi also cited in-
stances where Opposition
members’ remarks were
expunged, while allega-

tions made by treasury

bench members were al-
lowed to remain on record.

Intervening during the
debate, Mr. Rijiju rejected
the Opposition’s charges
and strongly defended Mr.
Birla, saying that the
Speaker had always acted
impartially and had, in
fact, provided many op-
portunities to Opposition
members to raise issues.

He accused the Con-
gress of targeting constitu-
tional institutions since los-
ing power in 2014 and said
the latest move was aimed
at undermining the office
of the Speaker.

“This resolution against
the Speaker is akin to an at-
tack on democracy itself,”
Mr. Rijiju said.

Mr. Rijiju also dismissed
allegations of bias, claim-
ing that Opposition mem-
bers had been given ample
opportunity to ask supple-
mentary questions and
raise matters of public im-
portance.

ISSUES RAISED
» PAGE 5

11Mac. LS takes up resolution on removal of
Speaker as MPs trade accusations in House

WHIHT H TP B g4 & YKITd R I41, Fidg!
& 9 RIY-YARIY

e The Lok Sabha on Tuesday took up a resolution
moved by the Opposition seeking the removal of Speaker
Om Birla, with both the Treasury and Opposition benches
trading sharp accusations over the neutrality of the Chair.

AR $I AeaHT § T o favar &t geq & fog fagar
GRT AT 7T YT R 74! I g3, FSoraw Tmmuer 3k faueht =
q 3regef B Freggrar o1 dax d SRIY-UIRIY ae |

e Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju described
the motion as an “attack on democracy itself”, while the
Congress Deputy Leader in the Lok Sabha, Gaurav Gogoi,
said the resolution was brought from compulsion to “protect the
neutrality” of the institution of the Speaker.
Tada s vt fapear Reforeg - 39 Uvara &1 “diedd IR g
AR, SE(h APTHT B BT b I TRd MMNE A FHel fs
Ig TR TeY & Ug B fAregarar ot 3em & fore goredt o arn
T g

e Initiating the debate, Mr. Gogoi slammed the
Speaker’s conduct, alleging partisan behaviour and arguing
that the motion was necessary to “save the Constitution”.
TEH B HATT B gU, A TS A Tid & =01 Hi
STETEHT BT, UYLl TSR &1 3R AT 3R Hel o I8
TRATa “TRIUT BT FaM7 & Y 3ma<ge g

e “We are saddened that we had to bring such a resolution
because we all have personal relations with the Speaker.

&% g@ ¢ % o V91 wRaTa @ ue it 59w & et &
1Y AfRATT HIY B 1
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e Butitis our dharma and duty to protect the decorum and dignity of this House,” he said.
BT 39 TG BT HafeT AR TTRUT B I&HT HAT §HRT Y R Fd ©,” S5/ Hell

e The discussion, for which 10 hours have been allotted, will continue on Wednesday and
conclude with a vote.
39 == & forw 10 9 Fruffya fFe 7o @ of guar o1 o o R 3R 3id A AdeE & 9y
THT B

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah is expected to intervene in the debate on Wednesday
before the House votes on the motion.
F T WA S T & GUAR F 95 T XAAY B BT YU 3, S U b Te
UKITd UR HdgH B |

e The proceedings began with Congress MP Mohammad Jawed reading out the notice
seeking to move the resolution for Mr. Birla’s removal.
DTIATe! DI YHHTd BN HivIg HIgHG S1dg gRT W fORaT Bt g™ & U &I g1
g &I T |

e The motion was also moved by fellow Congress MPs K. Suresh and Mallu Ravi.
Ig URATd ST e &. J 3R Ao I gR1 o v fopam mam

e A brief procedural row erupted over who would preside over the proceedings during the
debate.
59 & SR PRIATE! B AL B B, 3 W U Wiera ufharars faarg ga

e AIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi raised a point of order, asking why BJP MP Jagdambika
Pal was chairing the session, and arguing that Mr. Pal had been appointed to the panel of
chairpersons by the Speaker himself.
TIATSUHSATSTH HivG SAge A Nl 3 Wige 3w TSR Io1d gU U1 fob yIeiur wide
TG UTe T BT Sfeherdl ol B2 38 8, AR el b 3¢ Wad Wi gRT areaed & 9 o
Frgaa fopa mar AT

e The objection was countered by BJP MP Nishikant Dubey and Mr. Rijiju, who said the claim
was “irrelevant” and that Mr. Pal was competent to preside over the House during the
debate.
S MU $T AT UTSIIT Aidg fFReTd ga 3ik v feforsy A fean, e et i a8
«3UTERS” § 3R o U 989 & SR WG P ALAEAT H | & 5|

o After the presiding officer asked members supporting the notice to stand up, more than the
required 50 MPs rose in their seats, allowing the motion to be admitted for discussion.
9 oreiq AfRBR 7 AT T FHdT H1 a1 Gel I TS T B Hgl, df a=dgdH 50
¥ HfeP i Ts Bl Y, S yRaTd 3t g4t & for Wer o fomn

e The Congress Deputy Leader, in his remarks, alleged that the Opposition had repeatedly
been denied the opportunity to raise critical issues in the House and cited the treatment
of Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi during the debate on the Motion of Thanks to
the President’s Address.
S S T I 3R gad F SR I 5 fuer B IR-9R ¥ed § weayu g SoM
BT ITER G} AT 4T, 3R ST APUTT & SAFHUTHUT IR Y=IaTE URATd & GRT fauer &
A1 g il & Y gU FIER BT Ieaid [T

¢ “In the month of February, when the Leader of the Oppaosition tried to speak during the
Motion of Thanks, he was interrupted 20 times.
“TRast & g B od fauet & A1 - 4=Ia1g URATd & GRIF SleH $1 HITIRT B, A 35 20
TR DT T4

e The interruptions came from the Chair, members of the panel, and senior leaders of the
Treasury benches,” Mr. Gogoi said.

J Sy WS, U9 & el 3R Jaruel & aivg Adrsif ot iR I 3, ot s 3 HeTl

‘MPs silenced’

|G I U HIAT AT

e “There was an expectation that the Chair would be neutral.

Ig 3man Ui ot freaer gt
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But research of the uncorrected transcripts will show the number of times the Leader of
the Opposition was interrupted.

i gfaQaal &1 SR FareT & fauel & a1 o1 fea-t R e )
While he was on his feet, another member was called upon to speak,” Mr. Gogoi said.
I 9 TS IR 9 g ¥, 79 fpdl 30 Hewa &l dteq & forg gar forar man,» it 7iiis =
Eal
“Is this the parliamentary tradition we want to show?

1 U8} YU WRT gH e =9red 82

Microphones are being used to silence MPs.

HISHIBIA BT ITTNT JiFa! &1 gU M & e far s w1 |

This stands in direct contradiction with the rituals of this House,” he added.

Ig FeA 31 IWuRTS & W fAudia 3.7 351 el

Mr. Gogoi also cited instances where Opposition members’ remarks were expunged, while
allegations made by treasury bench members were allowed to remain on record.

off TS 3 T Ierer +ff T et faueht aexal ) fewfdmi gers 1€, Sefe gxmue &
el gRT T 1T RIUT &I RS ¥ g+ fear man|

Intervening during the debate, Mr. Rijiju rejected the Opposition’s charges and strongly
defended Mr. Birla, saying that the Speaker had always acted impartially and had, in fact,
provided many opportunities to Opposition members to raise issues.

959 & SR geaa Fd gu fosvur ey = fauer & SmiaY 1 @i faran oiR aiw favan
HT JIRGR §91d B U Hel [ Tt A gA=m fregerar @ s fovar 8 ofR araa & fauer &)
F3 e, 3o & e QU &

He accused the Congress of targeting constitutional institutions since losing power in
2014 and said the latest move was aimed at undermining the office of the Speaker.

I 3RIT T {5 2014 § F4T WIH $ TG A BT JAUTP ARSI BT Fr=mm g1
TR R, 3R I8 HeH WS & Ug B PHSR B & I I IS TR

“This resolution against the Speaker is akin to an attack on democracy itself,” Mr. Rijiju
said.

TR & RIATH T8 TRaTa Aibdd W g9 & GUH 8, of RS, Ferl

Mr. Rijiju also dismissed allegations of bias, claiming that Opposition members had been
given ample opportunity to ask supplementary questions and raise matters of public
importance.

ot RRfSreg 1 varaTa & SRYal 3t off Wi S U Pl o fauaft Tt o1 ot sraeR fou
Y g A1 3 RSP U IS 9P 3R AP e & He, 361 9 |
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Opposition brings up suspensions,
mic row during debate on Speaker

MPs pull up govt. over failure to appoint Deputy Speaker, raise issue of Rahul not being allowed to talk, microphone being

switched off when Opposition leaders speak; no-confidence motion an attempt to keep Om Birla under pressure, says JD(U)

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

rguing for the ous-
Ater of Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla,

Opposition MPs on Tues-
day had a list of com-
plaints, including mass sus-
pensions, the microphone
being switched off while
they spoke, and the failure
to appoint a Deputy Speak-
er for the past 12 years.

Senior Congress MP
Manish Tewari argued that
the reason for the Opposi-
tion’s insistence on moving
the resolution seeking the
Speaker’s removal can be
summed up in one phrase:
the government must have
its way but the Opposition
must have its say.

‘Quoted from magazine’
Addressing the issue of the
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gand-
hi not being allowed to
speak about the content of
the yet-to-be-released me-
moir of former Army Chief
General M.M. Naravane
(retd), Mr. Tewari said that

Suspended Lok Sabha members protesting on the Parliament
premises on Tuesday. The suspension was raised in the House. ANI

Mr. Gandhi had been quot-
ing from a magazine.

“That magazine that
[Mr. Gandhi] was quoting
is a published magazine, it
is available in the public
space even now. And the
contents of the magazine
or that story has not been
controverted by the go-
vernment till now,” the
Congress leader said.

He said the charge that
women Opposition MPs

had planned something
undignified by way of prot-
est was “completely over
the top and a stretch”.

Mr. Tewari also referred
to disruptions by Bharatiya
Janata Party members and
the washout of an entire
session when the Con-
gress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance was in power,
pointing out that the UPA
government had never
moved any resolution to

suspend any Opposition
member.

Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra said it was
ironic and “divine karma”
that she was opening the
debate from her party
against the Speaker who
had denied her the oppor-
tunity to defend herself
during her expulsion from
the 17" Lok Sabha.

Moitra’s remarks
Participating in the debate,
Ms. Moitra said the current
speaker has set “less than
graceful benchmarks”
while presiding over the
House. Since 2004, a total
of 245 MPs, all from Oppo-
sition parties, have been
suspended. Nearly half of
them, 120 MPs, were sus-
pended during Mr. Birla’s
tenure.

“In December 2023, Bir-
laji ordered the largest
mass suspension in the his-
tory of Indian Parliament,
suspending 100 Opposi-
tion MPs. This one episode
alone accounted for over
40% of all Lok Sabha sus-
pensions since 2004,” she

claimed.

Samajwadi Party MP Ra-
jeev Rai questioned the
Chair over the control of
the microphones, claiming
that the microphones nev-
er go off when his party’s
members attack former
Prime Ministers of the Con-
gress regime, but get cut
off within 30 seconds
when Opposition mem-
bers question the
government.

DMK leader T.R. Baalu
said Mr. Birla was a gentle-
man under pressure. “He
is such a gentleman, but I
don’t know what went
wrong with him. He has
suspended so many MPs in
the last seven years. But
why does he have to take
such harsh steps?” Mr. Baa-
lu said.

JD(U) leader and Union
Minister Rajiv Ranjan
Singh said the no-confi-
dence motion was nothing
but an attempt to keep the
Speaker under pressure.
“To maintain the decorum
and dignity of the House,
the Speaker has to control
unruly members,” he said.

11Mac. Opposition brings up suspensions, mic row during debate on Speaker

ey IR 989 & o fuer 3 fHdas ok argshiwiA faare &1 ge1 Sorn

MPs pull up the government. over failure to appoint Deputy Speaker, raise issue of
Rahul not being allowed to talk, microphone being switched o when Opposition
leaders speak; no-cone dence motion an attempt to keep Om Birla under pressure,

says JD(U)

el A fevt e frged 9 $37 R EeR &) 017, g B aia- 81 a7 R faueht
AA13if & SeTd T ATSHIBIA g B BT &I SOMT; Selg A BT Ay wara |
S W ga1d 9 3t HIlkm

Arguing for the ouster of Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, Opposition MPs on Tuesday had a

list of complaints, including mass suspensions, the microphone being switched on
while they spoke, and the failure to appoint a Deputy Speaker for the past 12 years.

APaHT TWhY 3iiH faa o) geM &1 |7 B g fauah el 3 HielaR &) Rreradl 5t

T g 0w &Y, o wngfee® fAees, Siad gua aEwiwie s 3R faar w, ok Ued

12 qut & &Pt wies #1 frgfaa 7 g nfia o)

Senior Congress MP Manish Tewari argued that the reason for the Opposition’s
insistence on moving the resolution seeking the Speaker’s removal can be summed up
in one phrase the government must have its way but the Opposition must have its say.

IRy ST Fide AN far™) 3 #g1 [ e o1 g™ & TR IR faue & &R 39 &1
PRI Th I H BT o bdl §: YYPR b1 YT I e anfee dfee fauar &1 sroeht
919 $e P AUPR g1 TR

‘Quoted from magazine’

YAPT | IgyYT
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Addressing the issue of the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi not
being allowed to speak about the content of the yet-to-be-released memoir of former
Army Chief General M.M. Naravane (retd), Mr. Tewari said that Mr. Gandhi had been
guoting from a magazine.

ey # fquer & a1 vga M 3 gd 1 e SR UH.QH. TRl (JaT-ge) $t
3} ypTRIA 7 §F MTHBYT & AWER W dia &1 3G 7 31 & Je, W aiad gg, of faard 3
gl o Iga e TP ufepT @ SExur e w8 A1

“That magazine that [Mr. Gandhi] was quoting is a published magazine, it is available in
the public space even now.

I8 UAPT o [(ATg ieh] ISRV IR &, T Yah1iia ufAet ¢ iR I8 ot oft ardwifae
Y U 3|

And the contents of the magazine or that story has not been controverted by the
government till now,” the Congress leader said.

3R 39 UfA®T a1 FET Bt ATER 3 WHR A 3@ a6 Tisd A81 b1 3, ST a1 3
hgll

He said the charge that women Opposition MPs had planned something undignie ed by
way of protest was “completely over the top and a stretch”.

3I5i- Bl [ T8 SR % fuer #Y uigar ive) A favty & wu o $9 gfa g 918
Rt gt we faRfora iR Fer-gaeres a1 T 3|

Mr. Tewari also referred to disruptions by Bharatiya Janata Party members and the
washout of an entire session when the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance was
in power, pointing out that the UPA government had never moved any resolution to
suspend any Opposition member.

ot farart 7 yRea wrrar urdf & Wewal gR1 fPT Y saumHl iR HREN-Ag arell agad
TIfa=id TSae (UPA) TRBR & 0T ¥ 93 & o0 811 o1 off Icora forar oIk &gt fb
giT WRER A i fHdt fqueht T &t Fefaa w3 &1 ywama 18 aman

Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra said it was ironic and “divine karma” that she was
opening the debate from her party against the Speaker who had denied her the
opportunity to defend herself during her expulsion from the 17th Lok Sabha.

JUIE BN idie g3 HIgA1 3 $gl % I8 fagem ok «Sdfig o~ ? & a8 oA gar #it
3R T 39 W F fIATE 969 B YT B W 8, i 174 dteaur | 39
FrsHTa & SR S8 31U+ 91d T+ BT (AR g1 f&aT AT

Moitra’s remarks

Higan 3t fewforai

Participating in the debate, Ms. Moitra said the current speaker has set “less than
graceful benchmarks” while presiding over the House.

989 ® YN dd g, Gt Higar A Fe1 (6 adu Tfier = ded &1 sregerar dd 90y “Hq
nfeargef aTe” Rifid e €

Since 2004, a total of 245 MPs, all from Opposition parties, have been suspended.
2004 | 3F qF, T 245 FiGe, o T faueft gaf | 2, FHefaa fre e &

Nearly half of them, 120 MPs, were suspended during Mr. Birla’s tenure.

STH § T 1S, AT 120 Hivg, 3 foRan & srdeTa | fHefad fog mul

“In December 2023, Birlaji ordered the largest mass suspension in the history of Indian
Parliament, suspending 100 Opposition MPs.

feaR 2023 ¥ forar sft A YRl Hae & sfagra &1 999 981 Agfe® e MR
e, e 100 faueht wivTel & frefaa far )

This one episode alone accounted for over 40% of all Lok Sabha suspensions since
2004,” she claimed.

351 araT {1 for 9% T UeT € 2004 & 91¢ ArpaYT § §U Fa el & 40% A ifiw
& forg RmeR B

Samajwadi Party MP Rajeev Rai questioned the Chair over the control of the
microphones, claiming that the microphones never go on when his party’s members
attack former Prime Ministers of the Congress regime, but get cut off within 30 seconds
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when Opposition members question the government.
THTSATG! UTET & g Ieid I A AISHIB I & =T o dax e o gara faan, 78
3141 X gU % o1a I el & e F10w AT & gd YUTTHEN IR g9 6d ¢ a9
HISHIP I ¢ 781 814, Af oia faueht Tow TR | Fard $ed 3 @ 30 Abs & Wi
HEHIBIE d¢ H feu o |

e DMK leader T.R. Baalu said Mr. Birla was a gentleman under pressure.
Sitad a1 & 3R, 919 7 Fel & ot faven ga9 & vo Iw= aafd 8

e “Heis such a gentleman, but | don’'t know what went wrong with him.
3 9gd eI AT ¢, Afdh-T Gl Ta1 Ul S+Tab 1Y o7 ITerdl &1 |

e He has suspended so many MPs in the last seven years.
3o frod ard auf # a4 9 wiwe &t Fefyd fear 2

e Butwhy does he have to take such harsh steps?” Mr. Baalu said.
AP I8 a9 POR HeH HI 38 Usd 32” o a1 A FaTl

e JD(U) leader and Union Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh said the no-condens motion was
nothing but an attempt to keep the Speaker under pressure.
SISIg AT SR St wAt Irefta I+ Rig A a1 o stfayr wara dad ®idR $i gara d
@ B PR 5

e “To maintain the decorum and dignity of the House, the Speaker has to control unruly
members,” he said.
IEH Pel, “Te P Hater 3R TRET T T ¥ e Wi B sgrEE gawd B
frifya s usaT 317

Fast-tracking Billon 11Mac. Fast-tracking Bill on women’s quota may influence
women’s quotamay U.P. polls

influence U.P. polls gfgdr Remr ﬁmaﬁaﬁﬁﬁmaﬂﬁﬁwmw
T qmﬂﬁa@'m%

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The timing of the govern-
ment's feelers to Opposi-
tion leaders seeking their
opinion on bringing in an
amendment to advance
the timeline for imple-
menting the Constitution
(One Hundred and Sixth

¢ The timing of the government’s feelers to Opposition leaders
seeking their opinion on bringing in an amendment to advance the timeline
for implementing the Constitution (One Hundred and Sixth Amendment)
NSk VA . Act, or the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (women’s reservation Bill),
ek e weneesWhich seeks to allocate 33% of seats in directly elected legislative bodies
s the Lok e and i such as the Lok Sabha and Assemblies for women, is notable.

legislative bodies

e S YR gRT faualt At | I A9 & g A ¢ Wdhal &1 gwy, e
held in seven States, four .
R ST faer (106ai W= Srftfemm a9 2o de srfefeam wigen
:;fr;:;;g:’:z“;‘;:ai.::;r;; Rpcn SREIUT fARI®) DI AN H BT THIIHT 3N FgH b fIE "R A1 &1 a1
a third straight term, faces el e! ogi
S e % IEHT B, au‘rl% 7% e dreayT SR R 9% T Fraffe

017 to 255 in 2022 ing Thakurs.

e e fyuTdt frerat § wigemsi & g 330 T smfara w37 @1 wrauE BB
::3‘;,!..%&;2:& i e In 2027, elections will be held in seven States, four of them ruled by
bloc crosses the majority ly fell from 62 to 33 seats, .
mark in the 403 member ;}fuﬂe‘\';':fjd;';"jg;yyﬁ the Bharatiya Janata Party.
cEE S e 2027 WG oAt 7 G g, FrH 9 A st # iRt srear are 3t
e cpel sl cmepiens e Sy BTY B |
In January, the BJP \|u\rm c
f;;ﬁ‘.;i?iﬁét.:‘.&;:{g; . e Among them, Uttar Pradesh is the biggest prize and a major
S T S challenge.

Element of surprise s lead- .
D e i m“::,;i"::“:f.g“ T IR U Jod TST Aeifdep QRBR SR 7 T 81

i et ks il oy e The BJP, seeking a third straight term, faces declining numbers,
”“,T“’d;gﬂ'“ l“‘ﬁw“"?“m, from a historic 312 Assembly seats in 2017 to 255 in 2022.

BRI SEERSE HTSTAT, S TR dH IR E9T AEd 8, S faurayT diel ot d@ern ue
e v s piesgicdanns gt @ S 2017 W UfagTRI® 312 Wil A gedR 2022 H 255 @ TR

The Uttar Pradesh’s As- Women have emerged
s i el e If the 2024 Lok Sabha votes are mapped to Assembly segments,

Only 51 women r-  cratic Alliance in many

Ry e n he s, saes voving o sm-—— the Samajwadi Party leads in 178 seats, and with ally Congress, the bloc
wn pnn e wne  CFOSSES the majority mark in the 403-member House.
e e
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G 2024 AGEHT AT & dle] & [AUTTIHT &1 T <21 91T, df JHIeIard! uret 178 et
R 3T B SR TEaRT SRR & 1Y FHAHR I8 Toae 403 ARG Hed § 9g0d & 3iids i
IR & 14T 8|

e Internal discontent within the BJP adds pressure.
HroT & Wi Sriafve ety +f gaTa eT e 2|

e While the party has so far contained factional strains, they are surfacing.
BT urdf = 3 a@ Teareit & Frifia v 8, dfe 9 oF ar= o @t g

e InJanuary, the BJP MLA for Charkhari led a protest against the State Water Minister, an
unusual public display of dissent.

AR & YISUT AU 7 750 & a0 30 & e fay ye=i= fear, st
Trduife AHgHIT BT SRATHTT UG UT|

Element of surprise
3Tt BT dd

e Despite being an informal pre-legislative consultation report, the Centre’s move retains
an element of surprise.

Tt I8 ST qd-faumft wrast var 3, O +ft ¥ &1 a5 Heu smerd &1 aa
AT T ¢ |

e With only a year left for the Uttar Pradesh election, Opposition parties cannot analyze
candidates until the government notices which seats will be reserved for women.
IR USRI g9 | $ad TP 99 A9 84 & HRU, fAueh oo sufigar 99 78 &= 9ad, 5§
T6 IRPR g8 ARG T8 Bl fr wi=-3 W afgensit & o smféma it

e This disrupts their planning cycles.
Y 3! AT T ufehar arfira gieht 81

e The Uttar Pradesh’s Assembly has historically had low female representation.
IR we faemaur & WfasiRie ¥ § afgensit &1 wfaffica s 13|

e Only 51 women MLASs currently serve in the House, about 12.6%.
Jaa B e B daa 51 ufger fauras § S T 12.6% §

e This mirrors the national picture, where only about 14% of MPs in the 18th Lok Sabha are
women.
g TPty fRUf 1 qxifr &, wiet 169 eeauT & Hae AT 14% WG Afeag 3|

e The BJP has 30 of these 51 women MLAs, while the SP has 15.
S 51 Afgar faurae & I 30 U1 31 §, Tafds THTSIaTS! Urdf & URT 15 §

e An SP leader admitted the BJP is better positioned to and women candidates because
more women occupy organisational ranks within the party.

TS |UT =T A WDR a1 fos urerdr & g afger sufiqar ge=n smam g, Riife urdf
e & 3 Al udi W §

Caste discontent

S Ay

e Caste tensions threaten the BJP’s electoral calculus.

ST T UTSTUT S YATdT TUMET B THTAd R Tohd g |

e Brahmins, a core BJP constituency, feel sidelined under Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, whose administration is seen as favouring Thakurs.
HTEIVT, STt yToTaT 1 g wad ovf §, Ge &) gt 9l snfecmny & <o o Suféa
HEYH B 8, TR STPHRI & Uar o FHT g1 {1 Wl ¢ |

e The sharper concern, however, is the erosion of the OBC support.
T o gt foar st gud= o it 51

e Inthe 2024 Lok Sabha election, the BJP’s Uttar Pradesh tally fell from 62 to 33 seats,
signalling a drift among the OBC voters.

2024 TAHAYT AT & ITR TS | YISTUT Bt HIE 62 A gedH 33 G T8, o it
Hdgrarsii # g &1 Gobd Sl
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The SP leader quoted earlier doubted whether women’s reservation could bridge these
caste grievances.
%ﬁawwﬁm#%m%q%mmwﬁmﬁmaﬁgmmm
I

“Women candidates do not exist in a casteless vacuum,” he said.
3% Pel, “Higar Snfiear frdt sfafadi= = o Wivg =€ gt 1”
India’s struggle with women’s political representation goes back to Independence.

¥ fore wRa o1 wu w@dsar H1a 9 & I @2
The Constituent Assembly had only 15 women members.
Hfaur guT § dad 15 Afgar gex o
Early leaders such as Renuka Ray opposed women’s quotas, arguing that they might
pigeonhole women and that ability should determine selection.
URIYE AaTeft SR YULHT I A AT ARE0T &7 fakly fran, I8 d <d gu % sod afgang
Wi grav ¥ du Fwdl § SR a1 & YR W T4 g1 A1
However, decades of low representation gradually altered the consensus.
BT GRIPI aP HH UfafTud g1 I IR-4R gdwwmfa aga 15|
Accelerating implementation would break a political deadlock that has lasted three
decades.
PHraiag_ # dofl dH I 9 P! T I 31 I ASHIaP TARIY D ST S Febal ¢
Women have emerged as a stable support base for the BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance in many States.
AT B3 IS4] H HISTUT- A aTet BT SIS TeaUT (NDA) & it FRR wad=
YR FFHR IHY T
Moving from symbolic commitment to actual reservation could deepen it.

A TfaP RS BT 3R Tg A T8 9T 3R Hoigd & FPpaT 2|

Whether women prefer voting for women remains inconclusive, but the political signal
matters.

1 AigdTe Afgasi ®I die 1 UHg Tl &, I o+t FrssddiA ¢, A wrerifae dda
Heaqul gar 8|
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Reevaluating the office of the Speaker

he recent

no-confidence motion

moved by the

Opposition against Om
Birla has reignited the debate over
the constitutional position and
accountability of the office of the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha. While
such motions are rare, their
significance lies not merely in the
possibility of removal but in what
they reveal about the functioning
of parliamentary institutions and
the evolving conventions
surrounding the Speaker’s office.

The office of the Speaker is one

of the most critical pillars of
India’s parliamentary democracy.
As the presiding officer of the Lok
Sabha, the Speaker ensures
orderly debate, enforces the rules
of procedure, safeguards the
rights of members, and maintains
the balance between government
authority and the voice of the
Opposition. The Constitution
establishes the Speaker as an
impartial arbiter expected to rise
above party politics once elected.
Convention demands that the
office be exercised with neutrality
and fairness. The Speaker’s
authority extends to several
crucial functions such as the
recognition of members,
interpretation of procedural rules,
disciplinary powers, and the
certification of Money Bills. These
powers significantly shape
legislative outcomes and
parliamentary debates, and
because of this influence, the
constitutional framework provides
strong protections to ensure that
the Speaker cannot be removed
easily for political reasons.

The process for removal

The procedure for the removal of
the Speaker is deliberately
stringent. According to Article
94(c) under the Constitution, the
Speaker can be removed only
through a resolution passed by a
majority of all the members of the
Lok Sabha, not merely those
present and voting. This high
threshold reflects the intent to
safeguard the stability and dignity
of the office. The process begins

Assistant Professor,
Department of Public
Administration,
MANUU

No-confidence
motions against
the Speaker
have been
extremely rare
in India’s
parliamentary
history

when a member submits a written
notice to the Secretary-General of
the Lok Sabha seeking removal. At
least 14 days’ notice must be given
before the motion can be taken
up. Once admitted, the motion
requires the support of at least 50
members to proceed for
discussion in the House. The
procedural framework governing
this process is laid down in the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in Lok Sabha,
specifically Rules 200 to 203. The
rules mandate that the resolution
must clearly state the charges
against the Speaker. During the
debate on such a motion, the
Speaker may participate in the
proceedings as a member of the
House, and while the Speaker can
vote on the resolution in the first
instance, he/she cannot exercise
their vote in case of a tie.
No-confidence motions against
the Speaker have been extremely
rare in India’s parliamentary
history. Only three such attempts
have occurred - in 1954, against G.
V. Mavalankar; in 1966, against
Hukam Singh; and in 1987, against
Balram Jakhar. In all three cases,
the motions failed. These
precedents demonstrate the
political and procedural difficulty
involved in removing a Speaker.

Larger impact

Although the present motion may
not result in the Speaker’s
removal, it carries broader
institutional significance. It
reminds presiding officers that
their authority derives from the
collective confidence of the
legislature. The Speaker’s
credibility depends heavily on the
perception of impartiality.
Allegations of partisan conduct
can weaken public confidence in
parliamentary processes.

While the high constitutional
threshold ensures that the Speaker
is not vulnerable to routine
political pressure, it still allows a
democratic mechanism for
accountability.

However, several challenges
affect the functioning of the
Speaker’s office. First, thereisa

11Mac. Reevaluating the office of the Speaker

e & Ug &1 [FHed

Reevaluating the office of the Speaker
ABAUT A & UG BT

growing perception of
politicisation. In recent years,
decisions on matters such as
disqualification of legislators
under the anti-defection law or
certification of Money Bills have
often been viewed through a
partisan lens. Second, frequent
confrontations between the ruling
party and the Opposition have led
to procedural deadlocks in
Parliament. When the neutrality
of the presiding officer is
questioned, trust between
political actors erodes, making
consensus-building more difficult.
Third, parliamentary conventions
— unwritten norms that once
guided the impartial conduct of
the Speaker — have gradually
weakened. As political
competition intensifies, these
conventions risk being
overshadowed by tactical
considerations.

The way ahead

To preserve the credibility of
Parliament and strengthen
democratic governance, reforms
and renewed commitment to
parliamentary norms are
necessary. Reinforcing
institutional conventions should
be the first step. Political parties
must collectively reaffirm the
tradition that the Speaker acts
above party lines once elected.
Enhancing transparency in
procedural rulings can also
improve trust. Clear explanations
for major decisions — such as
rejecting requests for discussion
or certifying legislative bills —
would reduce allegations of bias.
Encouraging dialogue between the
government and the Opposition is
equally important. Structured
consultations on parliamentary
procedures and reforms could
reduce confrontations and
improve legislative productivity.
Finally, codifying best practices
regarding the Speaker’s
discretionary powers may help
clarify ambiguities. While
flexibility is essential in
parliamentary procedure, clearer
guidelines could reduce disputes
over interpretation.

e The recent no-confidence motion moved by the Opposition against Om Birla has reignited
the debate over the constitutional position and accountability of the office of the Speaker
of the Lok Sabha.

BT g1 | fauer gRT ot fover o REaes o T Ay URaTd A SIBaHT e & UG i
Haufre fRuf iR sraTaest IR 959 &I i A witfdd ax fean g

e While such motions are rare, their significance lies not merely in the possibility of removal
but in what they reveal about the functioning of parliamentary institutions and the

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagel 2



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

evolving conventions surrounding the Speaker’s office.
T T URATd gH B1d §, S9! Hedl $ad Ug o geT &I THIGHT § 75! afch 39 a1d &
fAiRd & fp 3 Tdia TRl & SHETS 3R reae ue A ! e gidt wuvrei & aR &
1 3 &

e The office of the Speaker is one of the most critical pillars of India’s parliamentary
democracy.
& BT UE HRA & TG AP & Tad Agaqul Wl & 3 U 3|

e Asthe presiding officer of the Lok Sabha, the Speaker ensures orderly debate, enforces
the rules of procedure, safeguards the rights of members, and maintains the balance
between government authority and the voice of the Opposition.

AHaHT & ey AREN & wu & T JorafRud 989 gRfd #1d €, Friardl &
Frael & I R §, Tl P URBRI F1 &M I ¢ 3R WRPR & PR a1 fauer &t
ST & g ga 91T 9 g

e The Constitution establishes the Speaker as an impartial arbiter expected to rise above
party politics once elected.

Hfaur et &) T Frwer Frorfae & wu & wiftd o 2, R sien &1 o @ 6 a8
A O & 916 Gt eI § JWR 33|

e Convention demands that the office be exercised with neutrality and fairness.
TRURT I 30T Bl § 9 39 U o1 WanT frsaerar iR =araqular & Y fasan s

e The Speaker’s authority extends to several crucial functions such as the recognition of
members, interpretation of procedural rules, disciplinary powers, and the certification
of Money Bills.

T o1 ARPR FF Teayul w1t 0 f[Axgd 8 o dewl a1 Ar=ran, ufparers el it
RSN, RTHATHS fdal, 3R 7+ fya &1 yumfiwor

e These powers significantly shape legislative outcomes and parliamentary debates, and
because of this influence, the constitutional framework provides strong protections to
ensure that the Speaker cannot be removed easily for political reasons.

2 Sfckraf faemdt afvomaY ok Hadla S8 &1 $1! 5a do UHITdd B 8, 3R 53 uHTE &
FHRUT HAUTE SraT T8 YT B & o Aorgd R&m UeH ol ¢ [ Tte ot aeifae
PRUN A AT A TS §CHAT off b |

The process for removal

g™ &1 ufehar

e The procedure for the removal of the Speaker is deliberately stringent.
TR ®1 g B Uihar THIHHR FoR §15 TS ¢

e According to Article 94(c) under the Constitution, the Speaker can be removed only
through a resolution passed by a majority of all the members of the Lok Sabha, not
merely those present and voting.

AU & e 94(c) F TR TH B! Had AreaHT & Tt Texai & agud I urika
mﬁgmmﬁﬁmww%ﬂﬁﬁmmaﬁ?mﬁmﬁmﬁmas
Ig9d 1

e This high threshold reflects the intent to safeguard the stability and dignity of the office.
T Ia W1 39 Ug &1 fRRaT 3R 1RAT 91 381 31 & 3T F! i g

e The process begins when a member submits a written notice to the Secretary-General of
the Lok Sabha seeking removal.
Ig UfthdT a9 Y= §idl & 9d B3 We geH $ e frfed Aifew atwaun & werafia o)
TR Hxal 5|

o Atleast 14 days’ notice must be given before the motion can be taken up.

URATd ! A4 T Ugd HH T HH 14 fe7 &1 Nfew 31 sazass 3

e Once admitted, the motion requires the support of at least 50 members to proceed for
discussion in the House.

WP 811 & 916 UATd &I T W F9f & 1T 31 g o $H ¥ HH 50 TGl BT qqdq
TIRIS gl g |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagel 3



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

The procedural framework governing this process is laid down in the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, specifically Rules 200 to 203.

9 Tfohan &1 FEfd w1 ata ufoharee giam dibaHT & ST Tarad 3R uisar & A
# fyffed g, fadiv v 9 e 200 & 203 F)

The rules mandate that the resolution must clearly state the charges against the
Speaker.

3 ol & SUR ward § Tiie & Ao SRy Wy U 3 9a1¢ 9 91|

During the debate on such a motion, the Speaker may participate in the proceedings as a
member of the House, and while the Speaker can vote on the resolution in the first
instance, he/she cannot exercise their vote in case of a tie.

TY TRATd R 969 & GRH TR A & G & FU § SRS § YN d I&d §, 3R
e T Ugell IR A UATd W e S AFd 7, Al Ud avTeR g1 @ fRufa &
fRrortas wa &1 Wi 181 B 9ad |

No-confidence motions against the Speaker have been extremely rare in India’s

parliamentary history.

YRA & ATy 3faer & Tiew & R Afayry g sicdid gy R B

Only three such attempts have occurred — in 1954, against G. V. Mavalankar; in 1966,

against Hukam Singh; and in 1987, against Balram Jakhar.

3§ I Had di- WA gU § — 1954 T oft. . ATadie & A, 1966 T goH Rig &

fars; 3R 1987 H IR WRIS & RATH |

In all three cases, the motions failed.

g i gt § TRdTa 3w I8 |

These precedents demonstrate the political and procedural difficulty involved in

removing a Speaker.

%ﬁw;wmﬁ%%ﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁﬁaﬁ?mmm
I

Larger impact

CECR RN

The present motion may not result in the Speaker’s removal, but it carries broader
institutional significance.

JAHM TRATd Hl 51 TR P g™ BT SR F 3, Al SHDT AUDH RN HEA ¢ |

It reminds presiding officers that their authority derives from the collective confidence of
the legislature.

Tg oAl ARGl & ure faard § i S@r iR fAuriisa & anfes faya 3
U BraT & |

The Speaker’s credibility depends heavily on the perception of impartiality.

TR 31 fywiaar st 8¢ a6 Hoerar $t arom ) AR Fd 8

Allegations of partisan conduct can weaken public confidence in parliamentary
processes.

&yl SR & R THEH uftharai & o fayTg & $HSR R THd 7

While the high constitutional threshold ensures that the Speaker is not vulnerable to
routine political pressure, it still allows a democratic mechanism for accountability.
Safe 3= "HauTe T g8 YRiyd wxddt § i wlfiew Hafta weeifae gae & ufa
Hag=ie 7 g1, R +ft 95 Saraedl & fore uas dtwditae o UaH =l ol

However, several challenges affect the functioning of the Speaker’s office.

BTdifeh, FS gHfaal THR & FRTAT & HRYUTC BT THIAT B G|

First, there is a growing perception of politicisation.

UG, ISIfaep¥ 0T Y YR AR §¢ 381 71

In recent years, decisions on matters such as disqualification of legislators under the anti-
defection law or certification of Money Bills have often been viewed through a partisan
lens.

T & aul & ga-ded faRIeh ST & dgd fauras! @1 srvgar a1 =t faa & yaroftezo
SR ATl TR R SR e dTagu ¥ eIor 3 41 U B
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Second, frequent confrontations between the ruling party and the Opposition have led to
procedural deadlocks in Parliament.

TR, ¢ o 3R fauer & d TR Thra & R H ufhardre nfaRiy I
EEI]

When the neutrality of the presiding officer is questioned, trust between political actors
erodes, making consensus-building more difficult.

S emefiy e} & e iR Jard Iad 7, df Ieiae uall & 9 Ay a9 8
ST 8, o weufa 99 it 184 8 Siar g1

Third, parliamentary conventions — unwritten norms that once guided the impartial
conduct of the Speaker — have gradually weakened.

TR, GO TWRTE — 3 JiferRad Arcs of pt Tty & fAreaar SR o7 AriesH #id
Y — ¢fR-¢fX FHEIR BT U I

As political competition intensifies, these conventions risk being overshadowed by
tactical considerations.

%ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬁ?ﬂaﬁ%ﬁmﬁwﬁmﬁaﬁ%mmmm
|

The way ahead

31 $1 I8

To preserve the credibility of Parliament and strengthen democratic governance, reforms
and renewed commitment to parliamentary norms are necessary.

e @1 fIYE-ar & §90 97 SR Awdife M B Joigd B & O YR 3R
WS AEST & Ufd S Ul e 5 |

Reinforcing institutional conventions should be the first step.

HRINTA RT3 B ASgd DR Ugel HGH ol dligU|

Political parties must collectively reaffirm the tradition that the Speaker acts above party
lines once elected.

IeHIfE ol & THfE T Y 5T WURT B g4: IfY w1 71T i g WA & a1g i
erTd Hret ¥ SR BT HRa1 g |

Enhancing transparency in procedural rulings can also improve trust.

W yreRiar sgM I fayry 1 SeR g Iwar gl

Clear explanatlons for major decisions — such as rejecting requests for discussion or
certifying legislative bills — would reduce allegations of bias.

eyl frofal & fore wy wlewor — O =l & SRl Bt SRAPR S a1 fyurdt
fadae! &1 yaTfieur — g & ARGl & FH IR 96Hd 5
Encouraging dialogue between the government and the Opposition is equally important.

WHR R fAuer & ot Targ & Meried H1 U 90H 0 ¥ Tgayf 8|

Structured consultations on parliamentary procedures and reforms could reduce
confrontations and improve legislative productivity.

Tadhy ufparai i JUrRY R Wfd Rl edia & FH B I6d § iR faerdh
IAUTEHAT B! d¢1 I&d ¢ |

Finally, codifying best practices regarding the Speaker’s discretionary powers may help
clarify ambiguities.

3ida: T o1 g wfemal & ddfta watad wyrsii 1 dfgdarsor sRapars o1
WY A T UGE HR 9ol g

While flexibility is essential in parliamentary procedure, clearer guidelines could reduce
disputes over interpretation.

BTl WIS ufshar & afiaru nawass §, dfe iftres Wy fezmfadsr amen | 98
faarel & &7 HR THd |
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Jal Jeevan mission gets extension up to 2028

o Sita= feH &1 2028 & AR

Jal Jeevan mission gets
extension up to 2028

||!E H!!!!!l.l !ureau

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved the ex-
tension of the Ministry of
Jal Shakti’s Jal Jeevan pro-
gramme to 2028 and provi-
sioned more funds to meet
its goal of providing a mini-
mum amount of daily pota-
ble water to every rural
household in the country.
As of January 2026, the
programme was estimated
to have spent ¥3.6 lakh
crore since 2019. Of this,
¥2.08 lakh crore was the
Centre’s share with the rest
to come in from the States.
However, the pro-
gramme, while originally
envisioned 100% coverage

by 2024, has been stuck at
around 81% coverage since
2025.

As The Hindu has pre-
viously reported, covering
the remaining 20% re-
quires nearly as much mo-
ney as has been spent for
achieving 80%.

Digital mapping

“To this end, a uniform na-
tional digital framework,
namely “Sujalam Bharat”,
shall be instituted, under
which every village shall be
assigned a unique Sujal
Gaon / Service Area ID dig-
itally mapping the com-
plete drinking water sup-
ply system from source to
tap,” a Ministry statement
said.

T TS T 3

o However, the programme, while originally envisioned 100% coverage by 2024, has been
stuck at around 81% coverage since 2025.

gIdife, 39 PRIpH

FHAS R T 3HCHI gl 5

e As The Hindu has previously reported, covering the remaining 20% requires nearly as
much money as has been spent for achieving 80%.

ST f The Hindu 3 Tgd RUiE {1 8, W 209 Havst YT &3 & ol T Sat &t
YRTIRT 1 razaear @ Rt 80% g1Ria &3 ¥ wd g3 3|

Digital mapping

11Mac. Jal Jeevan mission gets extension up
to 2028

e Sitg f7eM &1 2028 9@ fawrR

e The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved the
extension of the Ministry of Jal Shakti’s Jal Jeevan
programme to 2028 and provisioned more funds to meet
its goal of providing a minimum amount of daily potable
water to every rural household in the country.

HTAIR Pl S HAHsd - o TG HATAd & o Sita=
PRIHH B 2028 TP TG B Hopl &t 3R 3ifire ey
1 WraYT foban dife <=1 & g Urtor akar &1 ufafea
mﬂgwﬁﬁﬂﬂmwﬁmawqﬂm
Sl I

e As of January 2026, the programme was
estimated to have spent 3.6 lakh crore since 2019.

S 2026 TP, T BRAHH & ded 2019 A 3.6 ARG
PAS W 81 FT T B

e Of this, ¥2.08 lakh crore was the Centre’s share
with the rest to come in from the States.

SO W 22.08 TG FRIS Bg IXPR BT 3T U Safs AW

BT A AT 2024 TP 100% HALS T, s T8 2025 | TTHIT 81%

e “Tothis end, a uniform national digital framework, namely “Sujalam Bharat”, shall be
instituted, under which every village shall be assigned a unique Sujal Gaon / Service Area
ID digitally mapping the complete drinking water supply system from source to tap,” a
Ministry statement said.
5 350 I U GHT I feforea g, siufa «georerm wRa, Rt faan s, forrds
T5d U Tid D! T iy gora wia / afdw uivar sngSt < Swh, o |id & aox 9 &
Tt doyera Smyfd ymett @1 f$frea amfmor H3h, T vt & qare § w1 |
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41%’ illusion: a quiet re-engineering of India’s fiscal federal landscape
41%’ BT YT URd & ITH YT G Sid BT 30 gA-aror

Gabon'’s push for IMF loan leads regional return to Fund

IMF 0T & forE Ti9T9 &1 Y &g 32 &) he &1 3R aTu=dt BT BRI

11Mac

‘41%’ illusion: a quiet re-engineering
of India’s fiscal federal landscape

OMIC NOTES 5 THE GIST
Drop in shareable revenue
Deepanshu Mohan Divisible Pool as % of Gross Tax Revenue (GTR), from 2010-11 to 2025-26 4
Divisible pool  States’ share in the The Union government

n Explanatory Memorandum Year Foperod | " oraTR) divisible pool accepted the Sixteenth Finance

issued by the Ministryof 201011 13 rm 2% Comission’s (FC's)

Finance on February 1, 2026, is recommendation to retain the

seen as a useful document, not St L s N States' share in the divisible
only for what it states or approves but 201213 Fa13 8.7 2% _4 pool at 41%.
also for observing a pattern of what it 2013-14 FC13 893 2% .
does not. 201415 FC13 89.1 32%

The Union government a(‘cep(t'd the FYLET] i oy % A 41% share sounds like
Sixteenth Finance Ce C’s) continuity. In nominal terms, it
recommendation to retain the %laxes L EClA. L 4% is. But the divisible pool is not
share in the divisible pool at 41%. It also 2017-18 FC14 156 A2% £705S tax revenues.
accepted the horizontal formula, the local 2018-19 FC14 812 2% v
body grants, and the disaster 201920 FCi4 509 2%
management corpus. However, it derem»d w0t e T v Cesses and surcharges, levied
everything structural, such as a ding A = = % :wl l'etzlned::!dnr;l');w :r;e o
the Fiscal Respo(mbdl Legislation, < ulon, sk outside the pool, ar

i 202223 FC1s 775 % their share has been growing.
n.-l‘unmngpowersecmr istri 2023-24 FC15 798 A%
companies, and rationalising subsidies. Jo2a25RE | Fois L9 %

Tk asymmietry i not 2025268 | Fis 513 %

bureaucratic caution. It became the

settlement.
‘The headline number deserves
scrutiny before the settlement does. A

Horizontal devolution formula of FC15 vs FC16

Criterion

A5weight  FCl6weight  Change

A
41% share sounds like continuity. In (ml'”“’ ey ool o
terms, it is. But the divisible pool !'\fome distance [per capita GSDP) 45% 42.50% -25

S Not gross tax revenues. Population (2011 Census) 15% | 750 25 The Union accepts what gives it

Cesses and surcharges, levied and Demographic performance 12.50% 10% 25 budgeta i ty: the 41% share,
retained entirely by the Union, sit outside Area 15% 10% 5 the formula, and the grants. It defers
the pool, and their share has been Forest cover 10% 10% = what would require sharing structural
g"’;‘:’& PCI6 report the Tax & fiscal effort 250% | Oropped 25 authority, fiscal rule reform, of-budget
divisible pool as a jon of gross tax Contribution to GOP. = 10% (New) liability controls. and power sector

revenues averaged 89.2% during the FC13
period, fell to 82.1% during FCI4, and
dropped further to 78.3% during FCI5.
‘The Commission acknowledges this
trend, notes its undesirability, and
declines to fix it. Hence, 41% of a
shrinking base is not 41% of total

“pp- percentage pairt Source: e

the 158 and L6th Finance Commissions throsg

headline deficit figures.
Itis recommended that States

discontinue this practice and that the

Fiscal kespmsrmlny hegs\amn (FRL)

GSDP relative to all States. Maharashtra,
Gujarat, and Karnataka, large, high-GSDP
States that already generate substantial
own revenue, benefit structurally from

the 41% share, the formula,

the grai
It ddels whal would require sharing
structural authority, fmca] rule nel‘mm

collections. frameworks be amend this shift. off-budget liability controls, and power
FCI6 has also discontinued revenue ‘The Explanatory Memomndum Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh, sector restructuring. Where FCI6

deficit grants, sector-specific grants, and | accepted the quantum of borrowing which are States with lower per capita diagnosed a problem and recommended

State-specific grants, instruments that ceilings in principle, then noted that incomes and greater fiscal need, do not. a remedy, the Union took note. Where

offered targeted fiscal relief to States. The
Commission projects that combined
general government debt will fall from

off-budget controls, FRL amendments,
and the Union's own fiscal deficit path
would be examined separately. That

This is not a technical adjustment. It is an
inversion of equalisation logic: the
previous criterion rewarded effort, the

FC16 designed a flow and set an amount,
the Union accepted it in full.
What makes the FC16 moment

77.3% of GDP in 202627 to 73.1% by phrase has a history in Indian fiscal new one rewards weight. distinctive is that it arrives after years of
2030-31. federalism. It means not now. The shift from tax & fiscal effort (2.5%) documented State-level fiscal

The aggregate trajectory looks orderly. ‘The Commission’s own inter-State to contribution to GDP (10%) is the deterioration, the Commission’s own data
It is the disaggregated picture where the comparison documents the backdrop. defining structural change. The second is confirms.
real argument begins. Punjab carried a debt-to-GSDP ratio of the conditionality architecture of the local Punjab borrows to pay salaries and

Structural deferrals

FC16 was aware of the fault lines it chose
not to repair. Its chapters on State
finances, power sector kms and

strucmrally unsustainable fiscal
trajectories. It called for reforms. It
attached no binding enforcement
mechanism to achieve them.

42.9% in 2023-24 and a revenue deficit of
3.7% of GSDP, borrowing primarily to
address revenue shortfalls rather than
build capital assets.

Rajasthan’s liabilities stood

body grants. The ¥7,91,493 crore
recommended for rural and urban local
bodies is divided into basic and
performance components, wuh access

service existing debt, not to build
infrastructure. Andhra Pradesh carries
reorganisation-era liabilities that no
Finance Commission has resolved.

at 37.9% of GSDP, West Bengal's at 38.3%,
and Andhra Pradesh’s at 34.6%. Each
operates under fiscal rules that, by the
Commission’s own assessment, are
effectively unenforced. The
recommendation to reform those rules

on entry-level c

covering constituted bodies, audited
accounts, and the timely constitution of
State Finance Commissions.

Performance grants add further layers
tied

deficit persists across
multiple award periods. The Commission
saw each of these. The Memorandum
took note.

A federal structure whose transfers

and Central database compliance. Each

reward economic weight
over fiscal need, whose structural stress is

The most consequential gap is the was made. The Union noted it for later. condition is defensible in isolation. deferred cycle after cycle, and whose only
residual asymmetry left by the end of GST Together, they construct a system in reliable outcome is the perpetuation of
‘compensation in June 2022. States lost a Rewarding the Centre’s priorities which the gap between a State's Centre-State asymmetry is surely not a
guaranteed 14% annual growth in SGST Two choices in FCI6's transfer entitlement and its actual receipt depends | system in good health. It has somehow
revenues without a structural architecture repay close reading. on its capacity to meet Central learned to look like it is - and that is

ement. ‘The first is the of the tax i i deeply troubling and unsettling for the

‘Tamil Nadu alone estimated a shortfall | and fiscal effort criterion in the honwnlal States with weaker governance fiscal-federal character of India’s
of nearly ¥20,000 crore in 2024-25. The formula with a [ which tend also to be constitutional republic which can result in

Commission reads aggregate SGST
buoyancy as evidence of recovery. The
distributional stress has not followed.

GDP criterion. Under FCIS, States
received a 2.5% weight based on their
own tax revenue efficiency relative to

States with greater fiscal need, face that
gap most acutely. The FCIS period offers a
precedent, where urban local body grants

long-term implications and an
exacerbating civic divide.

Deepanshu Mohan is professor and
dean, O.P. Jindal Global University, and

The second deferral concerns economic capacity, rewarded for trying | were released at only 62.6% of the

off-budget borrowings and fiscal rules. harder. recommended amount. Director, Centre for New Economics Studies
FC16 documented how States borrow ‘The new criterion, assigned a 10% Read alongside the Commission's (CNES). Nagappan Arun and Saksham Raj

through government-controlled entities weight, allocates resources in proportion | report, the E to this column from Centre for

and service those liabilities from the
budget, keeping them invisible in

to each State’s contribution to national
GDP, measured as the square root of its

reveals a consistent lomc ‘The Union
accepts what gives it budgetary

New Economics Studies, O.P. Jindal Global
University.

11Mac. 41%’ illusion: a quiet re-engineering of India’s fiscal federal landscape

41%’ BT YH: HRA B

TEIg g T JMid gATHT0T

An Explanatory Memorandum issued by the Ministry of Finance on February 1, 2026,
seen as a useful document, not only for what it states or approves but also for observing a
pattern of what it does not.
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1 BRast 2026 P! foxd T gRT IR} 61 1 ARSI S 9 Teh ST G&rast T
ST €, 7 Fadt e f sud a1 Fg1 a1 Widd fovan a1 § afes gafere oft s 3o oan =8
FHET T B

e The Union government accepted the Sixteenth Finance Commission (FC)’s
recommendation to retain the States’ share in the divisible pool at 41%.

Fg WER - Waed O T (Fe16) o1 Ry &) Wier far i vy 3 qa o
4l B AT 41% T B

e Italso accepted the horizontal formula, the local body grants, and the disaster
management corpus.
O afast faavor @, warig e e, SR Smuet yeem ®iY & off WieR )

¢ However, it deferred everything structural, such as amending the Fiscal Responsibility
Legislation, controlling off-budget borrowings, reforming power sector distribution
companies, and rationalising subsidies.
BT 3T WEAATHS JURI Bl T o, S ISP SRS ST H T=eH, HTH-
Tl IYR &) Frafia o, faeredt & 3t faaror duftmal & gur, ok afrst a1
gl%‘lﬁ?ull

e A 41% share sounds like continuity.
41% A g & fAavar orft et B

e Innominal terms, itis.
AT & deof ¥, 78 el B

e Butthe divisible pool is not gross tax revenues.
Afp FAUTST FR Yo Hpel B Tord T8l 8

e Cesses and surcharges, levied and retained entirely by the Union, sit outside the pool,
and their share has been growing.
A IR AFRYUR, 1 T TRE Fx IRBR GRT AT 3R W1 971l 7, fauTsd o & g g
& 3R I7eh! e Wk 9g TET B

e Asthe FC16 report documents, the divisible pool as a proportion of gross tax revenues
averaged 89.2% during the FC13 period, fell to 82.1% during FC14, and dropped further to
78.3% during FC15.
S fob Fe1e FYaYe & o B, Tha R I1e1ed & 3IgUTd | fauTsa ga Fe13 3rafr & 89.2%,
FC14 ¥ 82.1%, 3R FC15 ¥ 78.3% d% He 1|

¢ The Commission acknowledges this trend, notes its undesirability, and declines to fix it.
START 9 UgRY &) WHR T 7, 3U S FddT 8, A 38 JURA A PR Bl 3

e Hence, 41% of a shrinking base is not 41% of total collections.
ST Ted YR BT 41%, T JIE BT 41% ol g

e FC16 has also discontinued revenue deficit grants, sector-specific grants, and State-
specific grants, instruments that offered targeted fiscal relief to States.
FC16 7 IS4 °TET 38, &-fafkrg srgem, ok weu-fafy srgem &1 +f guma o faa,
Sl oA b dférd fasita Igd ueH #vd 3

e The Commission projects that combined general government debt will fall from 77.3% of
GDP in 2026-27 to 73.1% by 2030-31.
STANT H1 3TAM § % Hgaa ATHT=T WRBRY BT 2026-27 B GDP & 77.3% ¥ UTHR 2030-31
P 73.1% Bl ST

e The aggregate trajectory looks orderly.
Y ygf oafRyd ferars et ]

e |tisthe disaggregated picture where the real argument begins.

Afes fauriora adik & & arafa® T80 L= 81t 6

Structural deferrals
HAIAATHD R[AH

e FC16 was aware of the fault lines it chose not to repair.
FC16 3 HHTINNGI 9 AT YT fSg 39 JURA &1 01T g1 e
e |ts chapters on State finances, power sector losses, and subsidies name them directly.

9% Iy fow, fasrelt &7 & ure, ok afedl W srear 371 wvwnaht o @Y fifed &vd B
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The Commission identified States with structurally unsustainable fiscal trajectories.
START 3 3 3141 B! UgaH 31 e} Tt g fRUfY Tvarare w0 @ fRR 2

It called for reforms.

O GYRT D1 Mg fosan|

It attached no binding enforcement mechanism to achieve them.

At 3% AN HRA & fo1T HIS qTABRY Uae= o el el

The most consequential gap is the residual asymmetry left by the end of GST
compensation in June 2022.

T Agayul SfcR S 2022 H GST Y3TAHT GHIW B & 8¢ 30T [ SHT 6|
States lost a guaranteed 14% annual growth in SGST revenues without a structural
replacement.

ot A SGST I H 14% qTi® gig BT MRE T € 3R TP VM R B3 AATHD
I Iuasy 6T wrEr T

Tamil Nadu alone estimated a shortfall of nearly ¥20,000 crore in 2024-25.

$Had AFHATg 7 2024-25 B TAYUIT 220,000 FHRIS BT HHI BT A AT

The Commission reads aggregate SGST buoyancy as evidence of recovery.

STORT AT SGST g (buoyancy) H TFE GUR T FHT0 AFET B |

The distributional stress has not followed.

AT faaroTTe® ga1a o1 I8 YHR T8l {11 741

The second deferral concerns off-budget borrowings and fiscal rules.

TIRT R SHT6-gole IURY 3R Iod g fFraut I J&fid g

FC16 documented how States borrow through government-controlled entities and
service those liabilities from the budget, keeping them invisible in headline deficit figures.

FC16 7 g 3 fo o0 TR R-Frfa wwurei & arerd @ IUR A § ok 37 Sl &1
YA goTe | 4 €, B8 3 gT ure & Siiws! § fears =) 341

It is recommended that States discontinue this practice and that the Fiscal Responsibility
Legislation (FRL) frameworks be amended.

I8 RGBT $1 7% 35 0 $H YY1 BT HATE Y 3R ISP JRGIAE P (FRL) F
el o Ay forar sy
The Explanatory Memorandum accepted the quantum of borrowing ceilings in principle.

HATSATHD JT9 A RIgid U # IURT HH1 B 461 o1 WieR fan|

Then it noted that off-budget controls, FRL amendments, and the Union’s own fiscal
deficit path would be examined separately.

g% 91 39H Bl T P STh-geie fAR=0r, FRL IReM, 3R $g IRPR & &4 &
ISP "I BT ANT 3T I S fopar sremm|

Punjab carried a debt-to-GSDP ratio of 42.9% in 2023-24 and a revenue deficit of 3.7% of
GSDP.

TSI &1 2023-24 B BU-V-GSDP SFUTd 42.9% AT 3R I °TET GSDP BT 3.7% T

It was borrowing primarily to address revenue shortfalls rather than bUI|d capltal assets.
g Yd: ST °IE Bl [RT H & ¢ SUR o T 4T, 7 foh geiivra ufvwufral a9 &
form |

Rajasthan’s outstanding liabilities stood at 37.9% of GSDP, West Bengal’s at 38.3%, and
Andhra Pradesh’s at 34.6%.

SRR Pt THTAT AT GSDP BT 37.9%, U S7T6 Pt 38.3%, 3R 3¢ Y=T B
34.6% i

Each operates under fiscal rules that, by the Commission’s own assessment, are
effectively unenforced.

2 quft It § e i fraw @ €, A ST & S e & SR d THTE Y | @R
T fpe &I @ |

The recommendation to reform those rules was made.

= foral o guR &1 R & 1)

The Union noted it for later.

F% PR 1 34 91¢ & g e o fomn
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Rewarding the Centre’s priorities

Fg P uryfsdare &1

e Two choices in FC16’s transfer architecture repay close reading.
FC16 P gRaiaRul sgawT § 3l fuil R =y &9 <3 o} simaxadhdr g

e Thefirstis the replacement of the tax and fiscal effort criterion in the horizontal
devolution formula with a contribution to GDP criterion.

ugal fAufg &fes HR-faavur g & o2 iR vt TarRT A1Hes &1 geraR GDP § AWIe
UMES & A AT ¢

e Under FC15, States received a 2.5% weight based on their own tax revenue efficiency
relative to economic capacity, rewarded for trying harder.

FC15 & dgd JUl BT 2.5% HR 395 AP &rHdT & ATIET 3T B IS BI gadl &
SMYR TR frerar o1, s 3rfe Yoy &4 ardl Is4] &Y WieaTg Hedr 41|

e The new criterion, assigned a 10% weight, allocates resources in proportion to each State’s
contribution to national GDP.

T AMES B 10% HIR faar a1 8, e ded JareHl &1 sfide U I1ed & I GDP
ARG & uTd § far S 3|
e |tis measured as the square root of its GSDP relative to all States.

=4 gt Ireat @1 ga@T A GSDP & IIHE & STYR TR AT ST & |

e Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Karnataka, large high-GSDP States that already generate
substantial own revenue, benefit structurally from this shift.

TERTY, ToRTd AR FHTed, 5 I GSDP aTd T IS & 3R Ted § & wafeat Wt T ¥rored
I B &, 39 URAd A WIS U | ATHIA e 8

e Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh, which are States with lower per capitaincomes and
greater fiscal need, do not.

8, 3% SUD! ATy eI el

e Thisis not a technical adjustment.
g Had Ud ab-1Idt THTAIS 51 5 |

e ltisaninversion of equalisation logic: the previous criterion rewarded effort, the new one
rewards weight.
Ig AT P RYid BT SeTe1d 3: UgA Bl AFCS YT B GREPpd DT AT, STy T4
i UR (weight) B! REPd HRaT 8|

e The shift from tax & fiscal effort (2.5%) to contribution to GDP (10%) is the defining
structural change.
PR IR TSI TR (2.5%) F GDP W TRIGH (10%) T 3R Tedd &I WP
Radq g1

e The second is the conditionality architecture of the local body grants.
IR URad RITT e el @1 IR Wa=n § Jafed g

e The ¥7,91,493 crore recommended for rural and urban local bodies is divided into basic
and performance components.
RAOT 3R e WG AR & o SRR £7,91,493 TRtS &1 gayd SR ye=
ey gewt § fauniid fasar man g

e Access is contingent on entry-level conditions covering constituted bodies, audited
accounts, and the timely constitution of State Finance Commissions.
39 d% Ugd WRIYS et W ARk 8, o waifva e, der-udifee @, oik wsa faa
ST BT TG TR TS A &

e Performance grants add further layers tied to own-source revenue benchmarks and
Central database compliance.

TSR YT e H W4 & I HFES 3R $aI SeTad ura 3 et sifafvad
< et g
e Each condition is defensible in isolation.

U T 31U 31U H arfdbes Udid gl g1

e Together, they construct a system in which the gap between a State’s entitlement and its
actual receipt depends on its capacity to meet Central monitoring requirements.
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Afep TR 3 T THT @ §1d & Forad a1 U SR aRafae Uit & &g &7 Sfav 39
19 R R o3 8 & 98 Fefly AR smazaswarsit & a1 [ o 9T 8|

States with weaker governance infrastructure, which tend also to be States with greater
fiscal need, face that gap most acutely.

o Il 5} =TI TWRAAT FHSIR 7 SR Nt I g smazadar $ifte g, 3 59 3far &1
I AP AT R B

The FC15 period offers a precedent, where urban local body grants were released at only
62.6% of the recommended amount.

FC15 3aft 3YHT Ud IGTERN ol 8, STeT Xed) AT P 3e Faa SrRifd i1 &
62.6% TP g1 WIRI fHT T 3|

Read alongside the Commission’s report, the Explanatory Memorandum reveals a
consistent logic.

ST Y RO & 1Y U IR ARSTHS JT9 U JIITd dP DI Gl g

The Union accepts what gives it budgetary predictability: the 41% share, the formula, and
the grants.

F% PR 3 911 B WIHR BT ¢ ot 39 FoTd 1T FRURET et §: 419 T, famzor 471, sik
Srar|

It defers what would require sharing structural authority, fiscal rule reform, off-budget
liability controls, and power sector restructuring.

Aft1 98 39 & B! T <dt 8 oFdh Tt IRa-ITeT s SURGRI BT A BT, IAD I
o & UR, Sifp-goie SAeIRal &1 AT, iR faerelt & &1 gfe= sawas g
Where FC16 diagnosed a problem and recommended a remedy, the Union took note.
gmmﬁﬁﬂﬁmwmﬁmeﬁ?wmw,aﬁhwﬁmmﬁ

I
Where FC16 designed a flow and set an amount, the Union accepted it in full.
Afw w18t Fe16 7 faxfta yarg SR T a0 3, 967 F% WeR 7 39 T e WoR fan)

What makes the FC16 moment distinctive is that it arrives after years of documented
State-level fiscal deterioration.

FC16 $T 98 TRVT fARIy SN § Fiifes I8 Is0 TR W 991 & gof APy fRTae & 91
AT g

The Commission’s own data confirms this.

ATAT B T w5 gy A B

Punjab borrows to pay salaries and service existing debt, not to build infrastructure.
TSTd Ja-T & 3R HiS[eT BT oM & o IUR 7l 7, Fandt erar a9 & forg =&
Andhra Pradesh carries reorganisation-era liabilities that no Finance Commission has
resolved.

il YR R I YAiTo+ HTdl B SAGINAT § i drs ot fasy ST 5 76t &= uman|
Rajasthan’s revenue deficit persists across multiple award periods.

ITSTRIT BT ISIRG °TeT F3 fad AT raftry & -1 gan g

The Commission saw each of these.

ST A 37 9ot FRuferat 1 g

The Memorandum took note.

AT 19 = dhadt & | foram|

A federal structure whose transfers increasingly reward economic weight over fiscal
need is problematic.

Tt I T, S5 fARi gRaATaR Ul ISBIY STaRaddl B a1 e YR &) Rpd
FYa ¢, e gl

Its structural stress is deferred cycle after cycle.
WWWﬁWﬂEﬁTWW%I

Its only reliable outcome is the perpetuation of Centre-State asymmetry.

SHBT UG AT RITA iUy $5-I7 AT BT 99 81 6 |

Such a system is surely not in good health.

T et ffEd F 0 3 i fRUfa d 9 g

It has somehow learned to look like it is.

Afp T foreht TRg T fera <iia 71§ @ 9 e St gt
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e Thatis deeply troubling and unsettling for the fiscal-federal character of India’s
constitutional republic.

T8 YR & YU TURTSY & IS N I-HHT WY & o 1R =0 9 fRideee iR
SRR H[ qTaT B

e This can result in long-term implications and an exacerbating civic divide.

9 i1 T US Tobd § 3R ATHTNS faHTS 3NR 18T 8 I g

Criteria for Horizontal Distribution (15th Finance Commission)
Income Distance — 45%

e Measures the gap between a state’s per capita income and that of the richest state.
e Purpose: Helps poorer states receive a larger share of funds.

Population (2011 Census) — 15%

e States with larger populations receive more funds.
e Purpose: Reflects expenditure needs of larger populations.

Area — 15%

e States with larger geographical areas get additional weight.
e Purpose: Large states require more resources for administration and infrastructure.

Forest and Ecology — 10%

e States with more forest cover receive higher allocation.
e Purpose: Encourages environmental conservation and ecological protection.

Demographic Performance — 12.5%

e Rewards states that have successfully controlled population growth.
e Purpose: Encourages population stabilization efforts.

Tax Effort — 2.5%

e Measures how efficiently states collect their own tax revenues.
e Purpose: Encourages better tax administration and fiscal responsibility.
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Gabon’s push
for IMF loan
leads regional
return to Fund

A challenge: A view of the International Monetary Fund’s
logo at its headquarters in the U.S. REUTERS FILE

Reuters
JOHANNESBURG

Following a coup, a contentious election and four
different Finance Ministers - all within the past
three years - Gabon is turning back to the
International Monetary Fund to help put its fiscal
house in order.

Its push for an IMF loan - a prerequisite to
unlocking investor cash and other international
funding - could help stabilise the Central African
OPEC-member’s finances. It will also likely have
significant implications for its cash-strapped
regional neighbours.

However, while investors and ratings agencies
view an IMF programme as crucial, worries over
Gabon’s debt transparency and the government’s
will to push through tough reforms have bred
skepticism.

“The programme is far from a done deal,” said
Jose Mantero, sovereign analyst at Fitch Ratings.

“Significant obstacles remain, including the
government’s expansionary fiscal policy and the
likelihood of drastic,unpopular reforms, both of
which are politically challenging in the current
environment.”

The Fund on Friday wrapped up a 10-day visit
to Gabon - its first since the government said it
wanted an IMF loan
after toying with the
idea of tapping the
market for over a

NEWS ANALYSIS

year.

JF Concluding the visit, the IMF said talks would

continue,adding that prudent policies were
critical to safeguarding stability not only in
Gabon, but in the broader region as well.

The talks were the first since several nations in
the Central African Economic and Monetary
Community (CEMAC) signalled they too would
seek IMF help amid a regional funding crunch
that has left low-rated nations with limited
financin goptions.

Patchy record

Years of political instability have saddled Gabon,
the second-largest CEMAC economy, with an
economic crunch and dwindling reserves.

Ahead of last week’s visit, the Finance Ministry
said turning to the IMF was “part of the
government’s will to strengthen transparency,
budget ngu:hr.y and sustainability of public

finances.”

The government has yet to make a formal
request to the IMF for a new programme.

Meanwhile, its patchy track record and
transparency concerns could complicate Gabon’s
wooing of the Fund. Its last programme - a
three-year facility approved in 2021 - “veered
off-track”just a year later, according to the IMF.

And non-profit Open Data Inventory, which
assesses countriesbased on the openness of
official statistics, ranks Gabon 171st out of 198
countries.

“The challenge in Gabon is a lack of data,” said
Carmen Altenkirch, emerging markets sovereign
analyst at Aviva Investors.

11Mac. Gabon’s push for IMF loan leads regional
return to Fund

IMF 0T & fore 919 &1 Ya &=y 3= &) he &1
3MY qTu} BT BRI

e Following a coup, a contentious election and four
different Finance Ministers - all within the past three years -
Gabon is turning back to the International Monetary Fund to help
put its fiscal house in order.
a7 auf & iR gu aeaTvere, faarfed gama sk =R SreT-
e fam | & a1e farH o farfta yeem &) gafia a3 &
fre iR & Sfa=fgia ga1 19 (IMF) Bt 3R 39 P @ 8

e Its push for an IMF loan - a prerequisite to unlocking
investor cash and other international funding - could help
stabilize the Central African OPEC-member’s finances.

IMF 30T UTW &R 1 IGHT YT — ol fHa=apl & o 3R 3
&mgﬂﬁﬂﬁwa%@aﬁaﬁqﬁmﬂ% T BIPt OPEC
Ft fasftg fRUfY 3 RR F3 & Tgg HR Iavar g

e It will also likely have significant implications for its cash-

strapped regional neighbours.

SUHT THTT ISP APl APhe I 3 I8 & USRIt 71 IR of

Teayuf U | US TP ¢ |
e However, while investors and ratings agencies view an

IMF programme as crucial, worries over Gabon’s debt
transparency and the government’s will to push through tough
reforms have bred skepticism.
gTciiiey e 3k ¥ goifrl MF Sriea ®) weeayol A
€, Aftr A& & BT Ft TRSRIAT 3R IWHR F SR JYUR A1
B DI 3BT H! AR (sl 7 T Yar fran g

e “The programme is far from a done deal,”

Mantero, sovereign analyst at Fitch Ratings.
g HTisH 3ft a1 78T gan 8, U fbar e & AR faxdus
SR AR A e

e “Significant obstacles remain, including the government’s
expansionary fiscal policy and the likelihood of drastic,
unpopular reforms, both of which are politically challenging in
the current environment.”

“Tgaqul e st off e €, ford TR @t frRard
I i SR #S T SreAiH g JURY H FUTaAT WG 3, 5
gdaTE Ieifae araravor § gl § 1

e The Fund on Friday wrapped up a 10-day visit to Gabon -
its first since the government said it wanted an IMF loan after
toying with the idea of tapping the market for over a year.

IMF = haR &I T @t 10-Fawfta amn gord &t — g8 e
AT 4t 919 PR A IMF BUT A9 B 53T odTg, S dg Tb a9
 Sfte IHT I IR & ¢4 Je™ & f[derdd R faar s @ @t

e Concluding the visit, the IMF said talks would continue,
adding that prudent policies were critical to safeguarding stability
not only in Gabon, but in the broader region as well.

I GHIG H3d U IMF A gl fob arafe okt 3570, 3IR g o Sfet
& raurigef et Haa faf § 78 afcr ¥ & &Y RRar
AT I@A & o Hgayyf €1

said Jose

e The talks were the first since several nations in the Central African Economic and
Monetary Community (CEMAC) signalled they too would seek IMF help amid a regional
funding crunch that has left low-rated nations with limited financing options.
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3 gy Aea MBI P IITD U8 A FRFIE (CEMAC) F &3 3T gRT IMF HeTadT
ﬁﬁ%iﬁﬁ%ﬁ%aﬁqﬁﬁ?ﬁ,?ﬂ%mﬁ?ﬂﬂmﬁmiﬁﬂmﬁ%iﬁ fere fasfa
fape A s e g

Patchy record
I Rois

Years of political instability have saddled Gabon, the second-largest CEMAC economy,
with an economic crunch and dwindling reserves.

aul &1 IS STRURAT A CEMAC FT goR Tad a1 3rdfoqawt fiai= &1 anfife wae
3R ged fad=h ver ot fRufa & ug=r ean 7

Ahead of last week’s visit, the Finance Ministry said turning to the IMF was “part of the
government’s will to strengthen transparency, budget rigidity and sustainability of
public finances.”

s gwrg &t A ¥ ugd faxt Warer A og1 {6 IMF 31 3R ¥4 BT “ERPR Dt
TR, guie RTEH R Ardwfe faa 3t RRAT aegg $33 o 51 S g g1
The government has yet to make a formal request to the IMF for a new programme.
WFHR 7 34t a% ¢ Srdwa F fore IMF &Y siuenive Rty =6t fear g1

Meanwhile, its patchy track record and transparency concerns could complicate Gabon’s
wooing of the Fund.

=9 19 U1 SR Raprs 3R yreRfar dddt At IMF &t sraffa 1 F A &
AR & Sifed &1 avett 5 |

Its last programme - a three-year facility approved in 2021 - “veered off-track” just a year
later, according to the IMF.

IMF & 3FUR 39&T {Use HRied — 2021 H Wepd o auig Jfaem — oad U I8 916 of
a3t | Sav T

And non-profit Open Data Inventory, which assesses countries based on the openness of
off|C|aI statistics, ranks Gabon 171st out of 198 countries.

TR-ATHSRI ST Open Data Inventory, ST MBI ATHS| Bt TRSRIAT P YR TR
290 BT BT BT 2, 3T TaT= B 108 7 & 17191 ®IF AT

“The challenge in Gabon is a lack of data,” said Carmen Altenkirch, emerging markets
sovereign analyst at Aviva Investors.

TAaT SARH o IHTA TSR] P FTaH fIzav® FRAT SreeAfPd - Hel, “Haid & gad
! A ST BT B B
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11Mac

Govt. invokes Essential Commodities Act for natural gas allocation

R A UHfad T e & g snazas avg siftf=ram an fear

11Mac

To stabilise rupee, RBI may use 2013 plan to help banks mop up NRI dollar
deposits

¥ Ft fFRR F & AT RBI &1 B NRI STAR THT Je™ § Ueg 8q 2013 Bt AT

BT TN PR Dl @
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Govt. invokes
Essential
Commodities
Act for natural
gas allocation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Invoking the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955,
the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MoPNG)
has sought diverting natu-
ral gas to certain priority
sectors with a tiered
structure.

In a gazette notification
dated March 9, the Minis-
try underlined domestic
piped natural gas (PNG),
Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) for vehicular fuel,
and Liquified Petroleum
Gas (LPG) production
alongside fertilizer manu-
facturing, tea industries,
manufacturing and other
industrial consumers,
among the priority sectors.

Earlier this week, the
Centre had invoked the Es-
sential Commodities Act
for prioritising LPG supply
to domestic consumers.

The latest gazette notifi-
cation introduced tiered al-
location priorities to each
of the mentioned sectors.
For example, domestic
piped natural gas supply,
CNG for transport and LPG
production, among others,
have been accorded for
“priority allocation” with
supplies to be upheld unin-
terrupted at “hundred per
cent”, subject to opera-
tional availability.

This would be premised
on their average consump-
tion from the previous six
months. Fertilizer plants
would be supplied 70% of
consumption require-
ments, premised on their
average consumption in
the previous six months.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

11Mac. Govt. invokes Essential Commodities Act for
natural gas allocation

WHR 1 UHiad A 3Mde & I mawgs a5
siferfray ary foar

e Invoking the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) has sought diverting natural
gas to certain priority sectors with atiered structure.

ST T , 1955 %I T #d g Ueiferaw iR wrpfasw
TR HATET (MoPNG) 7 8 WTAfidar arat &= &t 8l e
His & fore Wty A (e Rivew) oA &t a1d w8t 3

e In agazette notification dated March 9, the Ministry
underlined domestic piped natural gas (PNG), Compressed Natural
Gas (CNG) for vehicular fuel, and Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG)
production alongside fertilizer manufacturing, tea industries,
manufacturing and other industrial consumers, among the priority
sectors.

o Ul FY ToTu RRGEAT § HaATery 7 WY UTStS WIpfa® A9 (PNG),
q18-1 S84 & fore Wdfifsa wiefa® A9 (CNG) 3R aveliepa deiferay
9 (LPG) I & I1y-J1y Idves fAwtor, =g e, fafwtor i
3 3N SuHeTsif & uryfirear are &= # i fear

e Earlier this week, the Centre had invoked the Essential

Commodities Act for prioritising LPG supply to domestic
consumers.

U I8 B! YIS | B% WRBR - gvq SUHIFTSH BT LPG STYfel B
Wrfidar &1 o T siazae awg siferfras A fasan o)

e The latest gazette notification introduced tiered allocation
priorities to each of the mentioned sectors.
AN W9 SFRRGEAT U I@ifad Udd &7 & fo T sirded
WY ATg ar] B TS ¢

e For example, domestic piped natural gas supply, CNG for
transport and LPG production, among others, have been accorded
“priority allocation” with supplies to be upheld uninterrupted at
“hundred per cent”, subject to operational availability.
JETERUN & 1T O T3S Wipfad 19 3myfd, uf¥ags & fore onG iR
LPG ST &I “WTYfierar sirde foan ma 8, forads dea smyfd &)
«“100 Wfer=Ta” % fSAT a1em SR ¥@T AT, S=Id HAraHTEHS
Ul |

e This would be premised on their average consumption from
the previous six months.
g a1 3% FUod 98 gl &t 3ia wud W smenfa gift

e Fertilizer plants would be supplied 70% of consumption
requirements, premised on their average consumption in the
previous six months.

IdP YUl 1 37! U B8 AEHI D1 3 WU & 3MYR TR WUd
STTAH AT BT 70% MY fbar S|
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To stabilise rupee, RBI may use 2013 plan
to help banks mop up NRI dollar deposits

K. Ram Kumar
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
may look to revive a strate-
gy it last employed in 2013
to attract dollars into the
country via the Foreign
Currency  Non-Resident
(Banks) and Non-Resident
External deposit routes.
This could help stabilise
the rupee, which is facing
headwinds due to the heat
of the West Asia conflict.
Exempting the two cate-
gories of NRI deposits from
statutory pre-emptions —
cash reserve ratio (CRR)
and statutory liquidity ra-
tio (SLR) — and the RBI
opening a special window
for banks to swap fresh,
long-tenor FCNR(B) dollar
funds at a fixed rate could
be two options for the cen-
tral bank to break the fall

in the rupee and bolster its
ability to intervene in the
market, say experts.

The rupee has depre-
ciated about 7.4% to ¥91.81
per dollar as of Tuesday
from 85.49 as of end-March
2025 amid a widening mer-
chandise trade deficit, in-
cluding due to the U.S.
slapping steep tariffs on In-
dian goods, and foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs)
selling in the domestic
equity markets.

A weak rupee and high
energy prices following the
Gulf conflict can stoke in-
flation. India imports al-
most 90% of its crude oil
requirement. Temporarily
exempting FCNR (B) and
NRE deposits from SLR
and CRR (Z3 with the RBI),
will enable them to direct
all the deposits they raise
into credit.

The rupee has
depreciated to T91.81

per dollar as of
Tuesday from 85.49

as of end-March 2025

V. Rama Chandra Red-
dy, Head of Treasury, Ka-
rur Vysya Bank, observed
that there have been net
(dollar) outflows under the
foreign direct investment
(FDI) and the FPI routes in
the third quarter of FY26.

So, to further bolster its
firepower to intervene in
the market, the central
bank can consider incenti-
vising banks to mobilise
FCNR(B) deposits by pro-
viding them with a tempor-
ary exemption from main-
taining the statutory
reserve ratios. K. Arvind,
Executive Vice- President

(Head - Treasury), Tamil-
nad Mercantile Bank,
opined that if RBI offers
banks a window to swap
fresh FCNR(B) dollar
funds, it will be beneficial
for all stakeholders. The
RBI's ability to defend the
domestic currency due to
the swap will be further
bolstered. Additionally, it
will generate rupee liquidi-
ty for the banking system,
and NRIs will get better
returns.

He noted there will be
an element of uncertainty
about the future in the
minds of NRIs due to the
global ramifications of the
West Asia conflict. So, they
may channelise their over-
seas savings/investments
into NR deposits with In-
dian banks.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

11Mac. To stabilise rupee, RBI may use 2013 plan to help banks mop up NRI
dollar deposits

T B FRR F3A F U RBI 9F1 HI NRI STAR 49T Je™ H UG 8g 2013 Fi
GISHT &1 IUGRT B Thdl 8

The Reserve Bank of India may look to revive a strategy it last employed in 2013 to attract
dollars into the country via the Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Banks) and Non-
Resident External deposit routes.

YR Rerd 9% (RBI1) 2013 T 3UATS T2 U BT iR T AR #1 WR f9aR R I §
dife Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Banks) 3R Non-Resident External STHT |} &
ATH | 37 | STAR TS fhy &1 | |
This could help stabilise the rupee, which is facing headwinds due to the heat of the West
Asia conflict.

75 $UY B! fRRR B A Heg IR THaT 8, o Ui TR Tud & yH1a & HR a1 &
AT R BT 8
Exempting the two categories of NRI deposits from statutory pre-emptions — cash
reserve ratio (CRR) and statutory liquidity ratio (SLR) — and the RBI opening a special
window for banks to swap fresh, long-tenor FCNR(B) dollar funds at a fixed rate could
be two options for the central bank to break the fall in the rupee and bolster its ability to
intervene in the market, say experts.

NR| STHT &1 & Qﬁm‘raﬁ%mﬁas ST AT — g AR SFUTd (CRR) 3R denfas
TRAGT YT (SLR) ¥ B¢ &1 3R RBI gRT 91 & fore 7w rufafyr FeNRr(B) STeR e &t
i3 R W W F & fre Ry fie) Wiemn U9 &) fased 8 9ad & MR Fsita S v0a
B! fRTde B A TohdT g 3R TOIR A SXIAT B YT & B! Hogd B Gbdl 7
The rupee has depreciated about 7.4% to ¥91.81 per dollar as of Tuesday from 85.49 as of
end-March 2025 amid a widening merchandise trade deficit, including due to the U.S.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page2 6



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

slapping steep tariffs on Indian goods, and foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) selling in
the domestic equity markets.

ST HTAIR d% T91.81 U STAR TR AU 7.4% IR o1 8, S AT 2025 & 3id A 85.49
YT, SHH] HRUT Tgdl a5 ATIR UTeT, SHRDT gRT YR agsil W 3= R @@, 3iR
fad=h AIEwIfRma faz (FPI) §RT 0¥ AR SR & faward! 21

A weak rupee and high energy prices following the Gulf conflict can stoke inflation.
PR FUAT 3R Wrel T & 1 Hoil B Sl BIAd GEwIfa &) 9¢1 Jhdt § 1

India imports almost 90% of its crude oil requirement.

YRA 3O Hod dd B STIIDH T BT TATHIT 90% AT Hl ¢ |

Temporarily exempting FCNR (B) and NRE deposits from SLR and CRR (%3 with the RBI),
will enable them to direct all the deposits they raise into credit.

FCNR(B) 3fiR NRE ST & 3Tft 0 ¥ SLR 3 CRR (RBI & U ¥3) ¥ BT & U §F
Fere ¢ 9t ST 3t BT & TU H ST e J J&H 5|

V. Rama Chandra Reddy, Head of Treasury, Karur Vysya Bank, observed that there have
been net (dollar) outflows under the foreign direct investment (FDI) and the FPI routes
in the third quarter of FY26.

. 3 A% VG, FER A 9F & o W, A gar b faw af 26 @Y T fourdt &
woae fadeft fa=r (Foiy R Fri AW @ I STer sfeafe gen gl

So, to further bolster its firepower to intervene in the market, the central bank can
consider incentivising banks to mobilise FCNR(B) deposits by providing them with a
temporary exemption from maintaining the statutory reserve ratios.

SO SO & GXA&T B DI 3T &l DI 3R Aogd P & O P oF ol HI
FCNR(B) STHT JeM & fore wiciare= ¢ o &, e forw 3% aenfae emeféra srura sAme
T A R ge & 5 et B

K. Arvind, Executive Vice-President (Head — Treasury), Tamilnad Mercantile Bank,
opined that if RBI offers banks a window to swap fresh FCNR(B) dollar funds, it will be
beneficial for all stakeholders.

¥. 3Rfde, afa-Ts Adhersa 9% F FAGRI IureHe (S 3 ool f& afe RBI ST
P T FCNR(B) SITR 8 &1 WU B34 & fore fIs) weH &=ar g, d ug 9t fgaurs) &
e arverY g

The RBI’s ability to defend the domestic currency due to the swap will be further
bolstered.

WY HGRYT & HRU TG G&T BT T&T HIA Bt RBI P &HAT 3R TSI gHft|

Additionally, it will generate rupee liquidity for the banking system, and NRIs will get
better returns.

& Sifafved, 399 Afh yomelt § T Ft averdr 9, iR TSRS Bt dgaR fed
e

He noted there will be an element of uncertainty about the future in the minds of NRIs due
to the global ramifications of the West Asia conflict.

3511 Fel i ufdm vRm Juv & afye yHTEl F FRU THARSTE & A9 & HiTH 3 ddx
Siffaraar &1 I B

So, they may channelise their overseas savings/investments into NR deposits with
Indian banks.

zaferT 3 3t fadsh sud/fAar &Y HRAH s & NR oHT & IR o3 9od ¢
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fazmaTuza ¥ tielq twiaex gfaur Rifud ot st

11Mac | Scientists rewire bacteria to build ‘designer’ proteins on demand
aFfael 7 R H E-Eaa % 9 F SgER fEusay uidE R
H &H 9911

11Mac | Al and the national security calculus

o gfSw (Al) 3R It JRam &1 Il
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Proton accelerator facility to

come up in Visakhapatnam
GSIILSET

Sambasiva Rao M.
INDORE

Andhra Pradesh is set to
play a key role in advanc-
ing one of India’s most am-
bitious atomic science pro-
grammes, with plans to
establish a high-energy
proton accelerator system
in Visakhapatnam as part
of the country’s long-term
nuclear research roadmap.

Speaking to The Hindu
at the Raja Ramanna
Centre for Advanced Tech-
nology (RRCAT) campus in
Indore, Madhya Pradesh,
on Monday, Dr. Jishnu Dwi-
vedi, Director of the Tech-
nology Development and
Support Group, said the
proposed facility would
form a crucial component
of India’s accelerator-dri-
ven systems to harness
vast thorium reserves for

Andhra Pradesh city
chosen for proximity
to the sea, providing
cooling water for

high-energy systems

nuclear energy.

“The proton accelerator
is being developed as part
of India’s long-term nu-
clear programme. As the
technology is extremely
complex and expensive,
the machine will take a
couple of decades to be-
come fully operational,”
Dr. Dwivedi said.

Once running, the facili-
ty will generate high-ener-
gy neutrons through spal-
lation reactions to convert
India’s abundant thorium
into uranium fuel for reac-
tors.

“This is a strategically

important technology for
India, which possesses
some of the world’s largest
thorium reserves,” he said.

Visakhapatnam  was
chosen for its strong techn-
ological ecosystem and
proximity to the sea, pro-
viding ample cooling water
for such high-energy sys-
tems.

Established in 1984 un-
der the Department of
Atomic Energy, RRCAT
leads research in particle
accelerators and laser tech-
nologies with applications
in space, defence, commu-
nications, and medical
science. It also runs experi-
ment labs for industries,
hospitals, and institutions.

Dr. Dwivedi noted that
RRCAT’s linear accelera-
tors power electron beam
facilities are used to steril-
ise medical devices.

11Mac. Proton accelerator facility to come up in Visakhapatnam

famETUEy ¥ Welq Taiaer Jiaur Rifud &t smeett

Andhra Pradesh is set to play a key role in advancing one of India’s most ambitious
atomic science programmes, with plans to establish a high-energy proton accelerator
system in Visakhapatnam as part of the country’s long-term nuclear research roadmap.
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Speaking to The Hindu at the Raja Ramanna Centre for Advanced Technology (RRCAT)

campus in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, on Monday, Dr. Jishnu Dwivedi, Director of the

Technology Development and Support Group, said the proposed facility would form a

crucial component of India’s accelerator-driven systems to harness vast thorium

reserves for nuclear energy.
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“The proton accelerator is being developed as part of India’s long-term nuclear

programme.
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As the technology is extremely complex and expensive, the machine will take a couple of

decades to become fully operational,” Dr. Dwivedi said.
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Once running, the facility will generate high-energy neutrons through spallation reactions

to convert India’s abundant thorium into uranium fuel for reactors.
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“This is a strategically important technology for India, which possesses some of the

world’s largest thorium reserves,” he said.
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Visakhapatnam was chosen for its strong technological ecosystem and proximity to the

sea, providing ample cooling water for such high-energy systems.
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Established in 1984 under the Department of Atomic Energy, RRCAT leads research in
particle accelerators and laser technologies with applications in space, defence,
communications, and medical science.
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It also runs experiment labs for industries, hospitals, and institutions.
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Dr. Dwivedi noted that RRCAT’s linear accelerators power electron beam facilities are
used to sterilise medical devices.
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Scientists rewire bacteria to build
‘designer”’ proteins on demand

By engineering a protein called a ‘nutrient transporter’, scientists have found a way to smuggle artificial amino acids into bacterial cells; the feat allows them to manufacture

complex designer proteins that can carry drugs to precise locations inside the body or perform multiple different tasks at the same time

oel P. Joseph
BENGALURU

esearchers have found a way

to hijack the natural

protein-making facilities of

bacteria to manufacture
specific proteins of interest. They did this
by turning a ‘nutrient gate’ on a bacterial
cell into a Trojan horse that could ferry
artificial amino acids into cells to make
these proteins.

The study, conducted by teams at ETH
Zurich in Switzerland and the Technical
University of Munich in Germany, was
published in Nature.

All proteins are made of some
combination of the 20 natural amino
acids. In the lab, chemists can also
synthesise thousands of artificial amino
acids, many of which have completely
new properties. For example, if an amino
acid called p-azido-L-phenylalanine can
be built into a protein, it would allow
scientists to attach drugs to the protein at
a precise spot, helping it treat some
disease.

The challenge however has been to get
cells’ protein-making machines to use
these artificial amino acids.

Idea and bottleneck

In the 1980s, Peter Schultz and his
colleagues at the University of California,
Berkeley, laid the foundations of
incorporating artificial amino acids into
proteins at specific sites. Over the years,
scientists have expanded this toolkit to
incorporate artificial amino acids in
proteins that cells make.

Yet one problem has persisted: the
struggle to get enough artificial amino
acids into the cell. Most lab-made amino
acids struggle to cross the cell membrane
and enter the cytoplasm, where the
ribosomes synthesise proteins. This is
because the side chains on artificial
amino acids are very water-loving
whereas the core of the cell-membrane is
water-repelling.

To solve this problem, scientists have
used one of three approaches in the past:
(i) adding large concentrations of artificial
amino acids in the medium so they
passively cross the cell membrane; (i)
engineering membrane-binding proteins
to smuggle small peptides (short chains of
amino acids) across the cell membrane
and break them down to amino acids
once inside the cell; or (iii) engineering
metabolic pathways within the cells to
produce artificial amino acids inside the
cells.

These methods showed some progress
but they were still specific to certain
amino acids. They couldn’t be
generalised.

In the new study, the researchers
pinned down the exact molecule ferrying
the peptides into the cell. In the absence
of the transporter — the main bacterial
system that normally imports small
protein fragments as food — the cells

An illustration of a chain of amino acids. All proteins are made of some combination of the 20 natural amino acids. In the lab, chemists can also synthesise

almost completely lost the ability to use
the artificial amino acids bound to the
peptides. That was a sign this specific
molecule was the smuggler. Once the
peptides were inside, the cell’s own
protein-cutting enzymes unpacked them.

The researchers were able to confirm
this: when they removed the enzymes
that normally cut peptides into individual
amino acids, the cell’s protein production
dropped. Taken together, the transporter
brought the cargo in, then ordinary
enzymes freed the artificial amino acid so
the cell’s ribosome could use it.

Across the membrane

Kathrin Lang and her colleagues at ETH
Zurich started from the same idea: by
attaching the artificial amino acid to a
short peptide. But this group pushed the
idea further in the bacteria Escherichia
coli.

Laasya Samhita, assistant professor of
biology at Ashoka University in Sonepat,
explained that the group engineered an
ABC transporter, a specific membrane
protein that imports other proteins into
the cell, using directed evolution to take
up pepudes carrying artificial amino
acids.

The ABC transporter normally
transports tripeptides (i.e. three amino
acids) and tetrapeptides (four amino
acids) into the cell as sources of nutrients.
Dr. Lang and co. designed tripeptides and
tetrapeptides in which they hid an
artificial amino acid between two natural

thousands of artificial amino acids, many of which have completely new properties. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

The recent study has also shown
that the approach could deliver
two different artificial amino
acids, allowing a single protein to
carry two engineered features at
different positions

amino acids, thus causing the transporter
to smuggle artificial amino acids into the
cell. Once inside, the myriad
peptide-cleaving enzymes inside the cell
chopped them into individual amino
acids, making artificial amino acids
available for cells to make new proteins.

Unlike previous reports, this study
engineered the transporter to alter a
protein located in the space between the
inner and the outer membranes of the
bacterial cell. The researchers first
identified residues that clamped onto the
cargo. Then they prepared mutants of the
transporter that would take up 10x more
amounts of unconventional amino acids
than an unmodified counterpart. This is
double the efficiency in the uptake of
artificial amino acids when compared to
previous studies.

Easier to use

The findings matter because in many
standard lab broths, there are already lots
of natural peptides floating around, and
they all compete for the same transporter,
reducing how much of the cargo is
smuggled inside the cell. So the

researchers evolved the transporter step
by step to make sure it worked even in
these crowded conditions, repeatedly
selecting bacterial cells that imported the
artificial amino acids’ peptides best. Then
they built the improved version into the
bacteria’s genomes. The resulting system,
they reported, was easier to use to
produce proteins in a routine way instead
of having to carefully control the media
(the broths) first.

As Maximilian Fottner, Senior Scientist
in Lang’s group and a lead author of the
study, said in a press note, the study
makes it “possible to produce designer
proteins containing unnatural amino
acids just as efficiently as their natural
counterparts”. These could be genuinely
multifunctional proteins, such as an
antibody that carries a drug at one
engineered position.

The team also showed that its
approach could deliver two different
artificial amino acids, allowing a single
protein to carry two engineered features
at different positions.

Dr. Lang and colleagues are working on
designing a similar system in human cells
to produce artificial human-like proteins
that could be suited for several
therapeutic applications. The idea could
extend to import molecules other than
amino acids to produce complex
chemical compounds, she added.

(Joel P. Joseph is a freelance science
Jjournalist and researcher.
Joelpjoseph2009@gmail.com)
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In the 1980s, Peter Schultz
and his colleagues at the
University of California,
Berkeley, laid the foundations
of incorporating artificial
amino acids into proteins at
specific sites.

v

Over the years, scientists have
expanded this toolkit to
incorporate artificial amino
acids in proteins that cells
make

-

Yet one problem has persisted:
the struggle to get enough
artificial amino acids into the
cell

v

The recent findings matter
because in many standard lab
broths, there are already lots of
natural peptides floating
around, and they all compete
for the same transporter,
reducing how much of the
cargois smuggled inside the
cell

11Mac. Scientists rewire bacteria to build ‘designer’ proteins on demand
Al 3 AT Bt G-I HR T & AR g~ Wi a9 o
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e Researchers have found a way to hijack the natural protein-making facilities of bacteria
to manufacture specific proteins of interest.

SMeymdisl 7 Sifar @t wrepfas NE-Fufor yordh #t FHrifya @ ke wda M
BT T @I o g

e They achieved this by turning a ‘nutrient gate’ on a bacterial cell into a Trojan horse that
could ferry artificial amino acids into cells to make these proteins.

I dRINTd HIfRHT H 1?I-Tlilﬂ??x"l"{(nutrlent gate)’ ﬁ@mmﬁw%m ﬁﬂlﬁ@‘ﬁ'ﬁ
S o iRt & WaR ugATg o1 T SR U SHC o 9o |

e The study was conducted by teams at ETH Zurich (Switzerland) and the Technical
University of Munich (Germany).
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e The research was published in the journal Nature.
g MY Nature URASBT T Yeb1RRId gaT|

o All proteins are made from combinations of 20 natural amino acids.
Tt I 20 Urpfaeds it sl & fafts T 9 S gid |

¢ Inlaboratories, chemists can synthesise thousands of artificial amino acids, many with
entirely new properties.
Wﬁﬁwwﬁqﬁwﬁﬁmwaﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ%@mwwéﬁ

I

e For example, if the amino acid p-azido-L-phenylalanine is incorporated into a protein,
scientists can attach drugs to the protein at a precise spot.
JaI801 & T, IfE p-azido-L-phenylalanine A AT 3 &1 fordll Ui H SraT og, ot
IS WA W garsit B s R W wils T 8|

e This ability could help proteins treat certain diseases more effectively.
Ig &A1 UIcH &1 $© STl & SUaR § e guTdt 71 I |

e The main challenge has been to make cells’ protein-making machinery use artificial
amino acids.

gﬁﬁ%@%%ﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁwwﬁvﬁnﬁﬁwﬁmmﬁ
|

Idea and bottleneck

faamr 3nv arur

e Inthe 1980s, Peter Schultz and colleagues at the University of California, Berkeley laid
the foundation for incorporating artificial amino acids into proteins at specific sites.
1980 & -1 H WX Yeed 3R 3% wgdiidl 2 giaRid sifw bfermif-ar, sha & md=
¥ AR W W $Hm it ona sie 3 vl

e Qver the years, scientists expanded this toolkit to incorporate artificial amino acids in
proteins produced by cells.
T & 1Y AFIAD! A 3T dh-1d B! f[aHRid s it gr1 Hffa mid= § g
ST 3 SIS P &HaT Igs |

e However, one persistent problem remained — getting enough artificial amino acids into
the cell.
e T gun o+ X8 — vt wEn ® $Ew Y 3 B HIRIST & 3’ ugar|

e Most lab-made amino acids struggle to cross the cell membrane and reach the cytoplasm,
where ribosomes synthesise proteins. _
YT yRTRITAT § 59 orfiHT ot SRS fRreelt &) UR IR WSS a% g Ugd U,
SRt IrgaraE WA F1 frmaior w3 €

e This occurs because the side chains of artificial amino acids are water-loving, while the
cell membrane core is water-repelling.
U1 3Efm S § i piw orfi=) sneil Bt wrgs 9 wa- 0t €1t B, Sl BT freeht
&1 g wa-fawdf grar 3

e To solve this issue, scientists previously used three approaches.
U T 1 G I & (o IF1D! A Ugd i a¥idp U=

¢ One method involved adding large concentrations of artificial amino acids in the medium
so they could passively cross the membrane.

TH RIS AT /1 W HAT i o $t 3= WisdT siis+1, aifes o fAfepra wu & f3red
IR $X HF |

e Another approach involved engineering membrane-binding proteins to smuggle small
peptides across the membrane, which later broke down into amino acids inside the cell.

TR T U1 Rree @ W aTa W ) SoRfrR B3, 5 D1 Jpreed @ et TR
Wﬂﬁ? 3R a1E B SIRHT & iR 3= 3T ot Hf s fam S|

e Athird method involved engineering metabolic pathways so cells could produce artificial
amino acids internally.
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These approaches achieved limited success but were specific to certain amino acids and
could not be generalised.
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In the new study, researchers identified the exact molecule responsible for transporting
peptides into the cell. ]

Y e B Reddiol § Sk ¥ TeTsed UgaM ardt e 3] B uga B

When the transporter system — the bacterial mechanism that normally imports small
protein fragments as food — was absent, cells lost their ability to use artificial amino
aC|ds bound to peptides.

T — ST AMEHIG: BiE e ghsl Bl HieH & &0 | SIFRPGT | aredt § —
erlacr@aeﬁ 9 BIRABIE TPTSS | FS P AT 3ral BT IUUNT 7Y R Tt |

This indicated that the transporter molecule acted as the smuggler.

Y WY g b ag TRIUIER 319] & oy 1 YT fuTan 31

Once inside the cell, proteln cutting enzymes broke the peptides apart.

PRI 3ieR TS & S1C W Hles aTa UTed IprEed 31 A8 24 21

These enzymes released the artificial amino acids.

S qosHl A Hiw it ol &Y gad fhan

Researchers confirmed this by removing the enzymes that normally cut peptides.
Myt ¥ a8 gy UPTES HTeA a1 TATSH GeTh S|

When these enzymes were removed, the cell’'s protein production dropped sharply.
T S CTRHI I gerT T, @ DIRMDT BT W IcdTg HIB! Ue 17|

This showed that the transporter brings the cargo into the cell, after which enzymes
release the artificial amino acid, allowing the ribosome to use it in protein synthesis.

T WY g3 P TRIUIER BTl 1 BT & iR o €, R TorsH $Hw il sna &t
o B 8, S gy WidF I § IWHT SUTRT HR & |

Across the membrane

et $ UR

Kathrin Lang and her colleagues at ETH Zurich started from the same idea: by attaching the
artificial amino acid to a short peptide.

ETH Zurich @1 SR @7 3R 3% Tgaifirdl A 3t faaR 9 geaend &t fas o srfiat s
1 TP Bie ULIES 3 wigl oY)

But this group pushed the idea further in the bacterium Escherichia coli.

Wfer 39 I9E 3 39 faTR &Y Escherichia coli Sad1RaT & 3 faw g fean

Laasya Samhita, assistant professor of biology at Ashoka University, Sonepat, explained
the mechanism used in the study.

Hi-tud fRua s fayfasmea &1 Siafas & Tgrie TItheR aredT Jifgdr A 9 3509+ &1
YfchdT ! FHI|

The group engineered an ABC transporter, a membrane protein that imports proteins into
the cell, using directed evolution.

ﬁ ABC transporter Wﬁlﬁﬂtﬁ?ﬁqaﬁ directed evolution TH-IP I SO
ﬁvTIT Gﬁlﬂ‘c"lﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂo‘f% iR AT 8
This allowed the transporter to take up peptides carrying artificial amino acids.
SO Ig U HIAH ST 3T aTet UPTS SN & HIRIST § o 9|
The ABC transporter normally imports tripeptides (three amino acids) and tetrapeptides
(four amino acids) into the cell as nutrient sources.
ABC TIUIER IJHIG: 2T3UPTSS (fH 3= o) 3fk eeTierss (AR oAt ara) !
WY Wd & U F HIRIBT H gl

Dr. Lang and colleagues designed tripeptides and tetrapeptides in which they hid an
artificial amino acid between two natural amino acids.
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This trick caused the transporter to smuggle artificial amino acids into the cell.

29 g A SrIuIER HRT i sl Y HIfRrpT F iR ugdr T

Once inside the cell, peptide-cleaving enzymes broke the peptides into individual amino
acids.

DIRHT & HIdR Uga & 9IG UPTSS Pl AT TATSH UPTSSY B SET-eT AT ol
CISK-Rd
This made the artificial amino acids available for protein production in the cell.

T HRW AT o FIfRTeT gRT WA 791 & e Iuersy g1 ord 81

Unlike earlier studies, this research engineered the transporter by altering a protein
located between the inner and outer membranes of the bacterial cell.

Ugd & 37eqgl I S{ehT, 39 MY T Sy B 39 YR Soili-raR fbar 11 & ag swifega

HIRABT Bt Al R a8t et & ot fRya wid &1 ufkafda w2

The researchers first identified residues that clamp onto the cargo molecules.

%ﬁmﬁ%mwmmmﬁ(residues)ﬁqaaﬁab"r\—rﬁwﬁarugaﬁaﬁuﬁa
I

Then they prepared mutant transporters capable of taking up 10 times more

unconventional amino acids than the normal transporter.

IS TG I51- WEE TRIUIER AR o S AT ThAUIER &1 gor & 10 AT Siftres sramar=a
ST 3T 3R ol Yobdl A

This represented double the efficiency compared to earlier studies.

Tg &A1 UQ & ST Bt gl H SR & i 81

Easier to use

A T

The findings are important because standard laboratory broths already contain many
natural peptides.

m@%mmmmm (broths) T U8 ¥ g1 B8 WIpfad UPISSH
I

These peptides compete for the same transporter, reducing the amount of artificial amino
acids entering the cell.

3 UpTsed 34! giauieR & fore uforauf o &, o o3 orfiet sl o1 SifkreT & waw
FH g A 3

To overcome this, researchers evolved the transporter step by step.

T YO DI §A B & (o) edharsl A SRIUIER &I wiie ¥ o fawRya far)

They repeatedly selected bacterial cells that imported artificial amino acid peptides most
efficiently.

I8 IR-ER 37 AFIRTa SfRrw1e 1 ag- fHar ot w snfiat sra dersew @) aa
SHfre GaraT & mard Hal A |

The improved transporter was then integrated into the bacterial genome.

U dIG 39 39d CIUICR & Saeiiar & Si-ira & aftrfera fasar
The resulting system allowed routine production of proteins without carefully controlling the
culture medium.

Y U oA fasRid gof forad faRiy = u & aregw ot it fe famn fafta v o a wids

ITeH JYT g T

According to Maximilian Fottner, senior scientist in Lang’s group and lead author of the
study, the method makes it possible to produce designer proteins with unnatural amino
acids as efficiently as natural proteins.

o &b THE P IRE TG 3R LT & YW R AffAferad wieR & 3R, 39 faf¥y
I i rfiAT erl ardt fEwg R WidA & wrepfas M frat gerar @ smar S 96T g1

Such proteins could be multifunctional, for example an antibody carrying a drug at a
specific engineered site.

U N Tg-Prafe® & 9ad &, 9 T Tetaresl R Rk R W gar o) 7 @)
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e The researchers also showed that their method could introduce two different artificial

amino acids into a single protein.

SMedmarstt 7 g +f foam i gg faft ue & widi= & qf renT-3re iy srfi= s i

Ihal g

e This allows the protein to carry two engineered features at different positions.

Y U § G) SfeT-3relT VT W e

faruard s o T B

e Dr. Lang and colleagues are now working on developing a similar system in human cells.

3T, o1 3R IP Feantt

PRIBEI

31d A HIRe1 § g yopR o yumelt faefa #9

U hH

e The aim is to produce artificial human-like proteins for therapeutic applications.
U@ S5 Xy Fafraita Suah & fore o ame-ae W s 6|

e The idea could also be extended to import molecules other than amino acids to create

complex chemical compounds.

Tg faar orfiat et & sramar 3= 3rupaii Y ff FifkreT # e ok wifed It e
et & fRmfor ao fawaria farar o gear g1

Al and the national security calculus
ST

nthropic, an American Artificial
A Intelligence (AL lab, is asking for three

Chinese Al labs (DeepSeek, MoonshotAl,
and MiniMax) to be treated as national security
threats. The Al models of Anthropic and other
American labs have also reportedly been used by
the U.S. military in the Iran attacks to fast-track
the “kill chain” from target identification to legal
approval and strike.

The Pentagon has labelled Anthropic a “supply
chain” risk — a designation associated with
foreign adversaries, for raising concerns about
how its technology is being used in military
operations. This decision is now being challenged
in court. These developments over the course of
a few weeks have serious implications for Al
development and national security calculus
worldwide.

The issue
The Chinese Al labs have been accused of
distilling frontier models from American Al
companies. In a nutshell, this involves taking a
stronger Al model’s outputs to teach a weaker
model. The attacks were sophisticated and used
deceptive techniques to mask the identity and
intent of the distillers. Anthropic claims that this
happened on an industrial scale — “16 million
exchanges with Claude through approximately
24,000 fraudulent accounts, in violation of our
terms of service and regional access restrictions”.

Generative Al is often equated with nuclear
technologies, with the aim of containing the
proliferation of the technology. However, it is a
dual-use general-purpose technology that is more
comparable to semiconductors than nuclear
weapons. Unlike nuclear technologies, where
governments drive research and development
efforts, cutting-edge Al research happens in the
private sector for civilian applications. It just so
happens that the same technology also has
military applications.

Nuclear non-proliferation works because fissile

Bharath Reddy

is an Associate Fellow
with the Takshashila
Institution

The controversy
over Al
integration in
military systems
highlights the
need for
plurilateral

commitments by

states 10
responsible use

material is rare, controlled and traceable. The
same is not true for mathematical Al models. The
fact that DeepSeek was able to achieve
comparable performance of frontier models at a
fraction of the cost after export controls were
imposed is proof that restrictions are not
effective. The nuclear narrative asks us to treat
querying an Al model as equivalent to weapons
proliferation.

Distilled models and guardrails

Anthropic’s argument that a distilled model will
be used less responsibly lies on weak
foundations. Models from frontier American Al
labs such as Anthropic, OpenAl, Google and xAl
could be used by the U.S. military for applications
such as surveillance, cyberwarfare and lethal
autonomous weapons systems. In fact, when
Anthropic recently raised concerns about the
kinds of uses its models were put to, it faced the
threat of being removed from defence systems
and designated as “supply chain risks”. Its rival,
OpenAl, however, has accepted a permissive
contract for military uses, highlighting a race to
the bottom, given the competitive pressure to
serve government clients. When their own
models are being put to such uses, the argument
that distilled models will not have guardrails
collapses.

It is extremely hard to control the diffusion of
such a technology for many reasons. Talent
mobility is hard to restrict. Many of the
researchers at Chinese labs were trained in U.S.
universities or worked in U.S. companies. The
restrictions on inputs such as semiconductors
have been repeatedly circumvented and are now
partially repealed. Now, distillation is one more
vector that is even harder to restrict, as the
Anthropic report acknowledges. Each time a
restriction appears, workarounds find a way to
bypass it. If distillation is seen as extremely risky,
not allowing public access to it should be an
option to consider.

11Mac. Al and the national security calculus

Piw gisw (Al) 3R TP GR&m &1 fora

e Anthropic, an American Artificial Intelligence (Al) lab, is asking for three Chinese Al labs
— DeepSeek, MoonshotAl, and MiniMax — to be treated as national security threats.

WS, & it

In the language of national security, these
restrictions do not make the world safer. They
make it harder for rivals to compete with
dominant U.S. companies even on civilian
applications. Input-based restrictions are
ineffective and only cause collateral damage to
innovation, scientific collaboration and
widespread economic development. They
effectively consolidate power in the hands of a
few U.S. companies.

Equating distillation to industrial-scale
intellectual property theft also seems unfair,
given that frontier Al models are trained on the
creative and intellectual output of millions of
people who were not compensated and did not
consent. The process of asking a model millions
of questions and learning from its answers is
arguably no more extractive than training that
model on billions of web pages written by people
who never consented to it.

The companies whose models were distilled
are right to claim that their terms of service have
been violated by those distilling their models and
can pursue measures to block such actors.
However, they are also arguing for a coordinated
response across the Al industry, cloud providers,
and policymakers. This move further entrenches
the market power of a handful of companies.

What is needed

As scary as it is, it seems inevitable that armed
forces worldwide will integrate generative Al into
military systems. The Anthropic episode
demonstrates that corporate guardrails are not a
substitute for governance: a company can be
overridden, replaced, or pressured into
compliance. What is needed instead are
plurilateral commitments by states to responsible
use, covering meaningful human control over
lethal decisions, prohibitions on mass civilian
surveillance, and auditable technical standards
for such capabilities. These commitments must
apply universally for them to be effective.

nféfriRre efesia (A1) wanrmar, 9 i+t vand warr=mersit —

DeepSeek, Moonshot Al 3R MiniMax —ﬁﬂ@ﬁﬂ@ﬂ%%ﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁmﬁm

HIIE Bl

e The Al models of Anthropic and other American labs have reportedly been used by the

U.S. military in the Iran attacks to fast-track the “kill chain” from target identification to
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legal approval and strike.

TE SR 3 ARG TaRRIETS & T3MTE Aisd &1 SN H1Ud ¥ ¥ APt I
RIS WR gHal § “fbd 997 &1 aof F= & for foman wa, o @ed ugam= | St
HWipfd 3R g0 aF St Ufshar WA 5

The Pentagon has labelled Anthropic a “supply chain risk”, a designation usually
associated with foreign adversaries.

YerM - Wifie & «Jwg A S 9ivd fear g, s amma: fadRht Rt 3= & fou
Tged 40ft B

This designation was given after Anthropic raised concerns about how its technology was
being used in military operations.

Ig JUiteHR0T ad forar a1 oe QIS A Srael ad it & A=T ST &I AR i e $t
This decision is now being challenged in court.

Tg fofg or@ srgrera ® gl fam S T B

These developments within a few weeks have serious implications for Al development and
national security calculations worldwide.
wﬁs@%g;awwﬁ%%ﬁmwwqmﬁﬁwmﬁvn@umwwﬁﬁmﬂm
YU US

The issue

Hel

The Chinese Al labs have been accused of distilling frontier models from American Al
companies.

it warrs wararsit R MRS varrs Hufal & IAd Hisal A “ffedwHr A @
RIS TR B |

In simple terms, this involves using outputs of a stronger Al model to train a weaker
model.

WA Ueg! H, ST TP fazimel! TS AISH & 3MSeYe BT SUART B PUSR Hisd B
ufiféra s i g1

The attacks were sophisticated and used deceptive techniques to hide the identity and
intent of the distillers.

J gHQA 3 wifed 2 3R 370 HiaerSiyuf ae-tel &1 Iuah o fSfead @1 g iR
ey fsumg Uy

Anthropic claims this happened on an industrial scale.

WQAIP 371 a1 © [F T8 Sienfie TR R gai|

It cited “16 million exchanges with Claude through approximately 24,000 fraudulent
accounts”, violating terms of service and regional access restrictions.

TP TR TIAHT 24,000 Woll Wi & AIHAH A Claude & 1Y 16 faferas darg gu, St
Jar =t SR &g ugw ufaae &1 Sewed ol

Generative Al is often compared with nuclear technologies, with the aim of containing its
proliferation.

TR TIHTE B! T SRR WRHIY qh-1p J $I ST &, Il 39 THR &1 Hifdra fpar
STESD |

However, Al is a dual-use general-purpose technology, more comparable to
semiconductors than nuclear weapons.

Afp TTE T f-ITENT AT dF1e &, S WA SRAR) &Y aoid afideaey
qH-te I 3HfIF Hadt-Sad g

Unlike nuclear technologies, where governments lead research and development,
cutting-edge Al research happens mainly in the private sector.

TRATY] TPt b fAUdia, STl ARPIR ST BT Aefed Bl §, e AT Targ
ST gera: feht & A gar 81

Most Al development occurs for civilian applications.

i w3 AT AnTe® IuU & o far sar g1

However, the same technology also has military applications.

AP T8 dp-1p =T IYART H i 15 S Tohell B
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Nuclear non-proliferation works because fissile material is rare, controlled, and
traceable.

%TWWWW%WMWéﬁRWGﬁV%W
I
This is not true for mathematical Al models.

Afer Ig fRufa il wang Avsal & forw wel 78t 51

The fact that DeepSeek achieved performance comparable to frontier models at a
fraction of the cost, even after export controls, shows that restrictions are not effective.
g 9 f DeepSeek A fafa v & arasig &9 @ & I Alsdl Sl &HdT U H
oft, gwiian § o ufeay gurdt =8 81

The nuclear narrative asks us to treat querying an Al model as equivalent to weapons
proliferation.

TRUTY] HUTHP T8 Y T ¢ [ Tang uisd & wy g1 ot elaRt & uar sar arr
gl

Distilled models and guardrails

ffeecs uisa ik JRem

Anthropic’s argument that a distilled model will be used less responsibly lies on weak
foundations.

TS &1 98 d [ fSRees Afsa &1 IuanT & RrdgRt A forar e, $HeR TR
rarcakd

Models from frontier American Al labs such as Anthropic, OpenAl, Google and xAl could
be used by the U.S. military for applications such as surveillance, cyberwarfare and lethal
autonomous weapons systems.

TP, SuTans, I 3R xAl o et sproft wang warmmansit & Aisa smfkat
J1 gRT AR, ATeeR g 3R uTa® W iR yonferal & Iugi i o 9ad & |

When Anthropic recently raised concerns about the military uses of its models, it faced the
threat of being removed from defence systems and labelled a “supply chain risk”.

e G 7 el € 3un el & A= ITURT B ABR (T TS, ot I &1 yonferay &
B 3R “JATS A7 ST Tfd B3 oF ymep! el

Its rival OpenAl has accepted a permissive contract for military uses, showing a race to
the bottom due to competition to serve government clients.

3O Ufdgdl SNU-uag 3 A= IUUNT & foT Ush ISR rgae WeR fHar, ot TRt
ITed! B A1 & fore ufowyf & SR f=e TR 31 A’ & i gl

When their own Al models are used in such applications, the argument that distilled models
will lack guardrails collapses.

T I 30 UITE HiSH TN IUART H T S 38 &, < I8 aob o fefeees aisal & gran
a1 Y NI, HHIR US Il 8l

It is extremely difficult to control the diffusion of Al technology for many reasons.

P HRUN Y TATS dp-i1p P TR P Fufa =1 ercdd s 21

One reason is talent mobility, which is hard to restrict.

T HRUI UFAHT BT afyye uare 7, S Tifrd w1 HieT 81

Many researchers in Chinese Al labs were trained in U.S. universities or worked in U.S.
companies.

A wand yahTRera & B3 tuedl s fiyfaened) § uliféa g a1 sifve Sufral
ok ad e

Restrictions on inputs such as semiconductors have repeatedly been circumvented and
are now partially repealed.

Jftereaet O 7YC W TIT 7T Uidey Bs SR GRIP-IR fPE T § 3R o 3ifkre U d
gerg WL E|

Now distillation has emerged as another vector that is even harder to restrict.

3rq fefea=m ue T a1 A o9 T § o e o ok W w3 7

The Anthropic report itself acknowledges this difficulty.

e It NN o 37 BT B WeR a2
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e Everytime arestriction appears, workarounds are quickly found to bypass it.
T IR I BIs UladY TT ST 8, A S SRIPAR B4 & U ¢& ot o g

o If distillation is considered extremely risky, then restricting public access to such
capabilities may need consideration.
g f$fea=m &1 sidid shiamgul a1 S, @ 59 a@ Ardui-e ugd & SHia S s
fd%eu g1 I g

¢ Inthe language of national security, these restrictions do not make the world safer.
T TR 1 2 Y A vy g @) it FRid T T

¢ Instead, they make it harder for rivals to compete with dominant U.S. companies even in
civilian applications.
9% Soa 3 ufagdl 22 & e Rt sufal & ufaeayf se sf3T s 2a €, gefaw
f v Swarn & ot

e Input-based restrictions are largely ineffective and cause collateral damage to
innovation, scientific collaboration and economic development.
gYe SuTied ufaey sfsiRra: syt 8id § oiR JaraR, daf—e g iR snfdfe
fap™T &1 Wier JHAH Ugad ¢

e They also consolidate power in the hands of a few U.S. technology companies.
3 gfady 5 MRS ae-tat Hufal & g1l & wfds &) oiv if¥ie Ffipd TR A 8l

e Equating distillation with industrial-scale intellectual property theft also seems unfair.

o1 NN TR o NfgE Tuar T & JaE 7= off srgfera udfid gar 31

e This is because frontier Al models themselves are trained on the creative and intellectual
outputs of millions of people who were neither comgensated nor asked for consent.

Hip I TIHTE Aisd WY ARE) aN B TS SR dfad |reh W URifEE 81 8,
578 =1 at ergafa <ft 78 ofk 71 €t 3= Ywrar farar man|

e Asking a model millions of questions and learning from its answers is arguably no more
extractive than training it on billions of web pages written by people without consent.
et Tied ¥ ARl WY B®R SUY WG 31 &1 &1 7 S MUUGHR! § 71 39 SRl
99 YT R TR A1, e dae! A Srgafd T8t

¢ Companies whose models were distilled are justified in saying their terms of service were
violated.
S St & afsa fsfea frg T, 371 98 He I § 5 3ot Jan 2ral o1 Seaw=
BTl

e They may pursue measures to block such actors.
3 T Pl B AP & fore Iurg HR I g

e However, they are also advocating for a coordinated response across the Al industry,
cloud providers, and policymakers.

Qfp I T3S IT, T3S Uerarait 3R fifer Fwfarsi & = gwf<a ufaferar o) off wi
CREHE]
e Such moves could further entrench the market power of a handful of companies.

U BeH $© HUME P SR TYE DY 3R Holgd B Tbd g

What is needed
T TP &

e It appears inevitable that armed forces worldwide will integrate generative Al into their
military systems. !
T Ul gia © o gfram wR &Y I srom I=g yonferal o SeRfed wans ! wnfia st |
e The Anthropic episode shows that corporate guardrails are not a substitute for
governance.
NP UH0T T8 AT § b BIURe JRET 9 U AGRIT HT faped 181 gl Iod |
e A company can be overridden, replaced, or pressured into compliance.
ol ot 1 RfPAR fodT o1 WPl 8, IGAT o AHdT € T G419 STABR JUTe & g
oIy forar &1 wan 3
e What is needed are plurilateral commitments by states for responsible use of Al.

3azae g fob 32 freree wand & RreR Iudin ¥ e sgualia ufdesan 3|
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e These should include meaningful human control over lethal decisions.
S graew fAofal wr arde e s e g argul

e They should also include prohibitions on mass civilian surveillance.
P 1Y TGP ARG AR o= yfade o g1 =mfgul

e There should also be auditable technical standards for such capabilities.
Tt gmanst & fore usigror g ae-iet aFe W §91C SH 31

e These commitments must apply universally to be effective.

g Ufdagarst & guTdt a9 ¥ fore wrd iR v 3 any fosan s arfgul

Lessons from C-DOT saga for
technology development in India

The Centre for Development of Telematics heralded a communications revolution by developing indigenous rural telephone exchange technology;

however, in the three months of K.P. Unnikrishnan as Minister for Communications, the project was derailed and a mass exodus of scientists began

Dinesh C. Sharma

ormer Congress and socialist

leader K.P. Unnikrishnan, who

passed away at Kozhikode on

March 3, was an elected Member
of Parliament for six terms between 1971
and 1995. He will be remembered for his
long political and parliamentary career
spanning several decades and for his
public life. Few, however, might recall the
impact of his tenure as the Minister for
Communications for about three months
— from December 1989 to April 1990 — in
the short-lived government of Prime
Minister V.P. Singh. Unnikrishnan’s brief
stay in Sanchar Bhawan was marked by
controversies that derailed one of the
most successful technology development
programmes of independent India — the
Centre for Development of Telematics
(C-DOT) - and ended the career of Sam
Pitroda as a technology policymaker.
Unnikrishnan’s crackdown on the
telecom R&D organisation, which
heralded the communication revolution
with its indigenously developed rural
telephone exchange technology, was so
severe that it could barely recover in later
decades.

The communication scenario in India
of the 1970s and 1980s was pathetic.
Telephone connectivity was very poor.
The national waiting list for getting a
landline connection stood at 8.42 lakh in
1987, translating into a waiting period of
three to four years. The connectivity in
rural areas was worse, with just 3% of six
lakh villages having a telephone
connection. The quality of service was
also poor, with high downtime.

The main reason was the dependence
on imports for telecom equipment such
as switches, transmission lines, and
instruments. Multinational telecom
companies determined the level and type
of technology India needed. The
imported analogue exchanges would
often break down due to high
temperatures and dust. They also could
not handle high call volume in India.

In 1980, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
formed a committee to review the
telecom infrastructure. An Indian
technologist from the U.S. made a radical
suggestion before this panel: that India
should develop and manufacture a digital
switch instead of importing, as favoured

by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT). Over the next
few years, this idea crystalised and C-DOT
was born in 1986, with Sam Pitroda as its
chairman.

Pitroda did not want it to be another
government R&D outfit on the lines of
existing laboratories and national
institutions administered by different
ministries. It was formed as an
autonomous society, funded by the
government but with functional freedom,
on the lines of the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR). The
agency was given an assured budget and a
tight deadline — 336 crore and 36 months
- to develop an indigenous switch. The
idea was to introduce the next level of
technology and do so indigenously. The
proposed digital switch was heavily
software-based, unlike the prevailing
crossbar exchanges.

New work culture

Young engineers and technologists were
recruited. They worked as project teams
in Bangalore and Delhi. A new work
culture was promoted. One American
industry analyst wrote, “Young
blue-jeaned computer programmers
pulling all-nighters, walls peppered with
PERT diagrams, weekend retreats,
employee counselling programs, and
performance-linked awards. But it is not
Silicon Valley, it is India. It is not Apple
Computer, it is C-DOT run by the
government.”

But at home, C-DOT and Pitroda faced
a hostile bureaucracy and an
uncooperative DoT. Questions were raised
in Parliament and the press about the
working of C-DOT. In response to
allegations of financial irregularities and
flouting of government rules,
inter-governmental committees were
quickly formed to review the working of
C-DOT, but they did not report any
financial wrongdoing.

As promised, C-DOT not only
developed the digital rural exchange but
also developed several other projects in
the given timeframe, as well as novel ways
of technology transfer and a base of
Indian vendors. All this helped it break
the stronghold of American and
European telecom suppliers in India.
Combined with another innovation —
subscriber trunk dialling, or STD — the

C-DOT digital switch dramatically
improved telecom connectivity across the
country, heralding the communications
revolution.

When Unnikrishnan took over as the
Minister for Communications in
December 1989, Pitroda and, because of
his association, C-DOT were being
targeted by top bureaucracy as well as the
political opponents of Rajiv Gandhi. For
Gandhi’s political adversaries, including
those from the Congress party, Pitroda
had become an easy target as he was seen
influencing key decisions as an important
member of the informal group of
“Computer Boys” who had direct access
to the prime minister. Pitroda helmed
Gandhi’s pet programme, ‘Technology
Missions’. In addition, telecom MNCs had
been perturbed by the success of C-DOT.
All this placed Pitroda and C-DOT in a
tight spot as Rajiv Gandhi and the
Congress were voted out.

On the very first day of taking over as
the minister, Unnikrishnan publicly
humiliated Pitroda, purportedly for being
late in receiving him when he arrived at
Sanchar Bhawan. Within a week, he
formed a high level expert committee
headed by K.P.P. Nambiar, former
chairman of Indian Telephone Industries,
to investigate C-DOT. It included all eight
members of the inter-departmental
committee that had gone into the
performance of C-DOT twice in 1986 and
1988 and cleared it. G.B. Meemansi,
executive director of C-DOT, was also
made a member. Nambiar then formed a
one-man subcommittee specifically to
review C-DOT’s purchases.

“The deliberations, during the Expert
Committee meetings, while reviewing the
findings of the sub-committee, showed a
planned witch-hunt instead of an honest
review of the work put in by C-DOT. An air
of gloom and uncertainty started hanging
over 600 young C-DOTians,” Meemansi
later recalled in his memoirs. He and
three other members of the committee
gave a dissent note. Nambiar did not
include the note in his final report and
submitted it quickly to Unnikrishnan
before the decided date. When the
dissent note was submitted to
Unnikrishnan, he called it a “parallel
report” and refused to make it a part of
the report submitted by Nambiar. The
Nambiar report was also submitted

during the weekend. On the next working
day, Unnikrishnan issued orders sacking
from C-DOT two of the four members —
Meemansi and D.R. Mahajan — who had
written the dissenting note. Two weeks
later, Unnikrishnan was divested of the
communications portfolio and replaced
by Janeshwar Mishra.

The three-month tenure of
Unnikrishnan as the Communications
Minister at a critical point in technology
development and dissemination derailed
the whole indigenisation project. Though
C-DOT eventually delivered 10,000-line
and 40,000-line exchanges as promised,
the momentum it generated for
innovation and product development was
lost. Rattled by the shabby treatment of
the founders and mentors like Pitroda
and Meemansi, several young engineers
marched to the Prime Minister’s
residence in Delhi, and staged a walkout
when Unnikrishnan went to address them
in Bangalore.

Mass exodus of scientists

Within a few months C-DOT reported a
mass exodus of scientists and engineers,
making it a classic case of brain drain.
Many were readily recruited by
multinational telecom firms, which made
a comeback in the post-1991 liberalisation
years, while others became
entrepreneurs.

The episode has many lessons that are
still relevant four decades later.
Indigenous technology development
needs unstinted support from the
political as well as administrative
apparatus, irrespective of a change in
political dispensation. The development
teams and organisations involved need
functional autonomy and freedom from
mundane bureaucratic restrictions.
Technology development is risky business
and cannot be tied down by traditional
yardsticks of time and cost-overruns as
well as failures. Young talent is an
essential raw material and it needs to be
retained and nurtured in every way
possible. Product development remains
the holy grail of technology business in
India, and there is a lot to learn from the
history of technology development here.

Dinesh C. Sharma is a New Delhi-based
Journalist and author, and has written
books on India’s post-1947 science and
technology journey.

11Mac. Lessons from C-DOT saga for technology development in India

YRd A Menfre! faer & forw c-pDoT Ui @ 9ae

e Former Congress and socialist leader K.P. Unnikrishnan, who passed away at Kozhikode
on March 3, was an elected Member of Parliament for six terms between 1971 and 1995.
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U4 SO SR THISETdt A1 & 9. SHFwrE, [T Fud 3 A &t Sifgrsts & gan, 1971
¥ 1995 & 19 BE IR |iwg g ¢ I

He will be remembered for his long political and parliamentary career spanning several
decades and for his public life.

IR FS CRDI dd T 3% ISP 3NR TS Sita IUT Ardwif® Sita= & fog arg fasan
ST

Few, however, might recall the impact of his tenure as the Minister for Communications for
about three months — from December 1989 to April 1990 — in the short-lived
government of Prime Minister V.P. Singh.

BTqANP Sgd Y AN grEaR WAl & TG & 3% AT a1 A & Brddpra — fawar 1989
q VT 1990 — B TG HRd 8, ol AT &t . Rig F} sreusdtiore TRer & Al
Unnikrishnan’s brief stay in Sanchar Bhawan was marked by controversies that derailed
one of the most successful technology development programmes of independent India
— the Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT) and ended the career of Sam
Pitroda as a technology policymaker.
AR e § 3] Hiend srie faarel 9§ forT g1, o Wad URd & 969 9% d
TJhe! faPr SriwpHl # 9 TP — AR BR Sqaude AP eftifedd (c-DoT) &l uHIfad
foa Sik A fier & aw-ie! Hifa Fufar & o d Hier o 9o & fean
Unnikrishnan’s crackdown on the telecom R&D organisation, which heralded the
communication revolution with its indigenously developed rural telephone exchange
technology, was so severe that it could barely recover in later decades.
AR STHYUT WS R IANFUH $1 Ht BIRATS, o ezl yrfior Tehiwi= v
AB-11b & I HAR Bifd 1 LT 1 2, St doR Al {5 I8 a1 & a=rl & giewd U gt
SR U]
The communication scenario in India of the 1970s and 1980s was pathetic.
1970 3R 1980 F 6 W URT PT gRUAR URERT 3d TR T
Telephone connectivity was very poor.

g HHR A
The national waiting list for getting a landline connection stood at 8.42 lakh in 1987,
translating into a waiting period of three to four years.
1987 § ASUTS SR UK HIA B1 APIT TA&T YT 8.42 o o, oy i & IR 9
BT SASR BT TSl AT
The connectivity in rural areas was worse, with just 3% of six lakh villages having a
telephone connection. ] ]
areftor &t § RS SR o @v1e <Y, STt o8 @ TiTal ® dad 30 H T Haa= o7l
The quality of service was also poor, with high downtime.
Jar B 7ot ft TR1e 2R 3R STSTeTsH Iga R uT|
The main reason was the dependence on imports for telecom equipment such as
switches, transmission lines, and instruments.
T HRUI gREER TN o Fq, i afiRe amge ok Suson & R smma w®
FdRar ani
Multinational telecom companies determined the level and type of technology India
needed.
TGP GRUTR Uil 98 a0 B df b WRa 1 frd WY SR UoR 3t a@-iie Pt
SATARIH T 3|
The imported analogue exchanges would often break down due to high temperatures and
dust.
ST TATANT TSl SRR Ia aTTHT 3R e & SR TR 81 ol U
They also could not handle high call volume in India.
d YRd ® 3w BId aieqd &I e o +ft gem =g 3
In 1980, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi formed a committee to review the telecom
infrastructure.
1980 B wUTHAT gfe=T M A grEUR srawRTAT $t wHien & fag ve wfifa s |
An Indian technologist from the U.S. made a radical suggestion before this panel: that
India should develop and manufacture a digital switch instead of importing, as favoured
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by the Department of Telecommunications (DoT).

SARDT V 3T TH YR dd-ta! faRius - 39 Al & 9eH te wifaert gema faar e
YR 1 T B3 & o Fforea o wd fawfa ok fAiffa o= wifye, sefs
Wﬁﬂm (DoT) ST BT JHYT FHRT T

Over the next few years, this idea crystalised and C-DOT was born in 1986, with Sam
Pitroda as its chairman.

m%ﬁﬁwwwgeﬂ@?1986ﬁc-D0TaﬁW§§,ﬁ|®3{m&rﬁw
IREIARCE]

Pitroda did not want it to be another government R&D outfit on the lines of existing
laboratories and national institutions administered by different ministries.

firteT 78T =16 d A % U5 Sadt U SR TRPRY SFHUM TR 7 o1 b fafder wameray &
31 TrARTRITET SR RTEH WA 1 T

It was formed as an autonomous society, funded by the government but with functional
freedom, on the lines of the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR).

U W SR & =0 & F9711 7171, o IR gIRT [ fovan man afes srates
e 41 T, S % eTeT §Weyge oI wemed R (TIFR) H Bl

The agency was given an assured budget and a tight deadline — ¥36 crore and 36
months —to develop an indigenous switch.

T TR DI 236 BRIS 3R 36 HEIA P IHAAHT & I w@ezht fefores f&ma faefya 3

1 7y foam |

The idea was to introduce the next level of technology and do so indigenously.

DT I5 ¥ ST TR DI AP D! WM ¥U | I Rra S o)

The proposed digital switch was heavily software-based, unlike the prevailing crossbar
exchanges.

TRaTfad fefores oo gera: Afvedar snea o1, S 39 99y Yafd shiadik vaaas 9
ST YT|

New work culture

TS BT HEpfa

Young engineers and technologists were recruited.

T SofRRT 3R aa-iiat faRugt &t Wl &1 15|

They worked as project teams in Bangalore and Delhi.

IEH AT 3R et & woige A9l & =0 & & fawan

A new work culture was promoted.

TS 8 BT IXPid B Wed a1 T

One American industry analyst wrote, “Young blue-jeaned computer programmers
pulling all-nighters, walls peppered with PERT diagrams, weekend retreats, employee
counselling programs, and performance-linked awards.”

IRl R PERT ST, Twatgid Rdte, wart wrasf srisy, 3k ye== smemfia
Y¥EPIR|”

“‘But it is not Silicon Valley, it is India. It is not Apple Computer, itis C-DOT run by the
government.”

“dfet g faferepT Aeit 761 8, I8 YR ©| U8 Qe $HLR el 6, Siep TPR gRT HaTferd
C-DOT I’

But at home, C-DOT and Pitroda faced a hostile bureaucracy and an uncooperative DoT.
A YRd & C-DOT 3R fUsAter & qFaTgul Tzl SR sRIganft graR faumT (DoT)
I HTHAT AT US|

Questions were raised in Parliament and the press about the working of C-DOT.

IO MR U H C-DOT P B &I AB UYH IST T

In response to allegations of financial irregularities and flouting of government rules,
inter-governmental committees were formed to review the working of C-DOT.

forita siffrafiaarsif ik aver el & Ieee & SRIUl & d1q C-DOT & PTd &t FHiam
& fore siav-TRe R} Ifufaal nfida & |
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But they did not report any financial wrongdoing.

Afb I foddt it fawitar siferafiraar &1 gfS =161 &1

As promised, C-DOT not only developed the digital rural exchange but also several other
projects in the given timeframe.

T dre fagn T o, ¢-DOT A 7 e ffSree arior g fasRid fovar sfes M

I99 & $3 3= Ufaeng of ot 3|

It also developed novel ways of technology transfer and a base of Indian vendors.
IR & AT a8t 3R YR smyfdmatant &1 smur off fawRa foan

All this helped break the stronghold of American and European telecom suppliers in
India.

1 I URd H 3R o R gruaR syfdeatet & ada &t disA & geg 31|
Combined with another innovation — subscriber trunk dialling (STD) — the C-DOT digital
switch dramatically improved telecom connectivity across the country, heralding the
communications revolution.

TH 3= TAMIR HeHHhISaR ¢ SHTST (STD) & WY fiadr c-DoT @1 feforea Raa wax
T RNAR PAfaefad] B dol I 95 T H THd 8T 3R HhR Hifd B LA g5

When Unnikrishnan took over as the Minister for Communications in December 1989,
Sam Pitroda and, because of his association, C-DOT were being targeted by top
bureaucracy as well as the political opponents of Rajiv Gandhi.

9 SAPWHE 7 faiar 1989 H graR #:ft & ¥U & HRIUR FHTer, 99 A9 fUsier 3R 376
HRU C-DOT & 3o B! a7 Ieita Meht & Ieriifaes fRITRR gR1 A= a9 s
RGN

For Gandhi’s political adversaries, including those from the Congress party, Pitroda had
become an easy target as he was seen influencing key decisions as an important member
of the informal group of “Computer Boys” who had direct access to the prime minister.

i & Ierifae faRIET, e @i & $o =an W e 9, & o fieer te smam
=TT o 70 A i 3% “eeR araw” AHD SHIURS YHE BT UHER G HAT
S o1, forest gurEt 9@ it ugd

Pitroda helmed Rajiv Gandhi’s pet programme, ‘Technology Missions’.

fister Irefta wich & vg@E Hrdwy ATl (R $T Agd o2 3B U1

In addition, telecom MNCs had been perturbed by the success of C-DOT.

m&mm@w@uwﬁmc DOT &1 Hterar ¥ fHifaa i

All this placed Pitroda and C-DOT in a tight spot as Rajiv Gandhi and the Congress were
voted out.

2 it FRUN ¥ fUer 3R c-DOT T HidA fRAfa & ot U, wifes Irefta widh iR Hik
T ¥ 9187 81 T

On the very first day of taking over as the minister, Unnikrishnan publicly humiliated
Pitroda, purportedly for being late in receiving him when he arrived at Sanchar Bhawan.
H Ug WHIA & Ugd 8 fa IMpwH A fimter 3 wrdei=e wu § s fear, R
0 ¥ 4o fos o FaR Haq H IAHT WRTD B3 H &3 9 Ugd 3|

Within a week, he formed a high level expert committee headed by K.P.P. Nambiar, former
chairman of Indian Telephone Industries, to investigate C-DOT.

TP Jwe & War 3% K.P.P. FifeaR (qd $f&a9 Tliwi ST sreael) o sregerdl
I w1 faRtug wfifa wfed &1, [T I5=9 C-DOT Bt S HeAT Tl

It included all eight members of the inter-departmental committee that had examined the
performance of C-DOT in 1986 and 1988 and cleared it.

¥ 39 Siar-faurhia wftfa & wft eme wewr nfia 2, o/ 1986 3R 1988 H C-DOT &
WS B T B 39 T fue &t f

G.B. Meemansi, executive director of C-DOT, was also made a member.

C-DOT & HTdPBRI gz ot . fiuih &1 +ft afifa &1 Jewa s man

Nambiar then formed a one-man subcommittee specifically to review C-DOT’s purchases.
FifeaR A 91¢ § C-DOT Ft WG B HHIE & Y T T d-Heritg Suafafd o5 |

“The deliberations during the Expert Committee meetings, while reviewing the findings of
the sub-committee, showed a planned witch-hunt instead of an honest review of the work
put in by C-DOT,” Meemansi later recalled in his memoirs.
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Hidt = g & s HwRon # fora fos famivg afifa o doo! 8 far-famst, Suafifa ot

gﬁﬁﬂtﬁ&nwﬁw, C-DOT & &1 B SHMGR Wi & a9 Me-eg faa-ge
YT

An air of gloom and uncertainty started hanging over 600 young C-DOTians.

600 AT C-DOT oA’ & atar fARm=1r 3R SifAf3raar &1 wdte a9 & |

He and three other members of the committee gave a dissent note.

IBi 3R AT & i ST TRl A UH SrgHid Hie TR o

Nambiar did not include the dissent note in his final report and submitted it quickly to
Unnikrishnan before the decided date.

FifyarR 7 sifaw faid & srygwfa Ate wnfia 78 foran oik Fuffea oy S uga gt g9
SAFwE o Iy e

When the dissent note was submitted to Unnikrishnan, he called it a “parallel report” and
refused to make it a part of the report submitted by Nambiar.

9 g HAle IAFWH B a1 a1 a1 I S “THFTR R Fer ok 3 AR
o1 a1 fee s & w1 o e

The Nambiar report was also submitted during the weekend.

Fifear R o awargia & uega 1 w©|

On the next working day, Unnikrishnan issued orders sacking from C-DOT two of the
four members — Meemansi and D.R. Mahajan — who had written the dissenting note.

3T HrIfead R IAFWHE A C-DOT ¥ 37 IR Yl & J &l — Mt 3R 3R, wgre=
— P JEIT B BT SR O} b, e sragafa e forar 1l

Two weeks later, Unnikrishnan was divested of the communications portfolio and
replaced by Janeshwar Mishra.

3 TwTE 918 IAPUM A gREUR WATAT BT YHR A foram T oik 37! g SR e
3! e foran |

The three-month tenure of Unnikrishnan as Communications Minister at a critical point
in technology development derailed the indigenisation project.

TPt AP & Tegayul WU & AR W & 70 d SNpwHE & §F 781 & sriera
= TRIHI0T Ul 31 uedl ¥ IaR e

Though C-DOT eventually delivered 10,000-line and 40,000-line exchanges as promised,
the momentum for innovation and product development was lost.

gTaifds C-DOT 7 3fdd: 10,000 T 3R 40,000 ATE TRTA fAwRid fary, Afes rarar
3R Iaurg fasra ot wfa @ TS|

Rattled by the shabby treatment of founders like Pitroda and Meemansi, several young
engineers marched to the Prime Minister’s residence in Delhi.

fister Sk Hwizdt 57 TRIUST & Y WRIT ATER Y AR IR s gaT goilf-aR feeed &
T & frar ae A R )

They also staged a walkout when Unnikrishnan went to address them in Bangalore.

T IAIPWHE & &I & R arpairae H faar|

Mass exodus of scientists

DI BT ANfeP Tar=

Within a few months, C-DOT reported a mass exodus of scientists and engineers,
making it a classic case of brain drain.

$o & HEHI § c-DOT H agnfre! 3R SoifRl &1 98 THM W Iama- gafl, St 89 39 &I
Uh UHW 3algrUl §- 77|

Many were readily recruited by multinational telecom firms, which made a comeback after
the 1991 liberalisation.

&% AN P! TGRIPIY GREAR HUfal 7 Qid Fige & foran, g1 1991 & Igrfieur & a1g
YR ¥ a1t o |

Others became entrepreneurs.

37 AN IeHT &7 1T

The episode has many lessons that are still relevant four decades later.

Y g1 ¥ s Wgdqul Ha& e §, o IR o= 91 ot uRifies
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e Indigenous technology development needs unstinted support from both the political and
administrative apparatus, irrespective of changes in political power.

el dep-ie! faerg & forw Ie-ifae ok U= o el ¥ fARaR awdF s g,
T e I § uf¥ad= gt i T 811

e The development teams and organisations involved need functional autonomy and
freedom from bureaucratic restrictions.

P} ITaGHal gl 2

e Technology development is risky business and cannot be tied down by traditional
yardsticks of time and cost overruns as well as failures.

TP ey T ST W1 ot § 3R 3 Ty, Ad gfs a1 A% adr & IRURS
HHDI Y 8] ieT o geobl|

e Young talent is an essential raw material and it needs to be retained and nurtured in
every possible way.

%mmwwwW%sm@awmammmmm
|

e Product development remains the holy grail of technology business in India, and there is
much to learn from the history of technology development in the country.

IdTe Ay yRa A I PT HIY HE@YUT A& S g3 § 3R I & qapitepl
fapr™ & sfae™ A 9gd $o dreq 3! a2
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11Mac | Researchers publish first-of-its-kind checklist on reviews across India

TeFare A ¥ URd § IS T U aRE D1 Ugdl dbierRe bl $t

Researchers publish first-of-its-kind

checklist on fireflies across India
M insects. The paper titled ‘A

BENGALURU

Researchers have brought
out a first-of-its-kind check-
list of fireflies in India by
putting together data from
more than 260 years of
scattered scientific records
from 1881 to 2025.

A study published in the
Zootaxa journal on March
10 documents 92 species
across 27 genera, with
more than 60% of them en-
demic.

According to the auth-
ors of the study, many of
these species were de-
scribed in the 1800s and
have never been studied
again in modern taxono-
my, leaving large gaps in
understanding the glowing
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checklist of fireflies (Cole-
optera: Lampyridae) from
India’ was authored by Par-
vez, Akshay Kumar Chak-
ravarthy, Oliver Keller, De-
vanshu Gupta and Amlan
Das.

The researchers note
that while there have been
attempts to build research
on firefly taxonomy, the re-
sults have been fragment-
ed so far. Parvez, lead auth-
or of the paper, notes that
more than 50 species have
not been recorded again
from India since their origi-
nal descriptions.

“In light of the lack of
accessible resources for
the Indian fireflies, a litera-
ture survey was taken to
produce a modern check-

Lakhs of fireflies seen at the
Anamalai Tiger Reserve in
Tamil Nadu. FILE PHOTO

list of species from the sub-
continent. This checklist of
the Lampyridae of India is
presented as a first step to
remedy the situation, and to
provide researchers with a
resource to conduct re-
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search on fireflies,” reads
the study.

The checklist provides
names of species, names of
scientists who document-
ed them originally and sub-
sequently, years of docu-
mentation, and
geographies in which the
species are found. Fireflies
were found in 22 States, in-
cluding one Union Territo-
ry, and it was found that
several species occurred
across geographies.

According to Parvez, the
insufficiency of modern lit-
erature on fireflies has
been a major stumbling
block for researchers who
to study the insects.

It took close to three
years for the scientists to
compile the checklist.
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11Mac. Researchers publish first-of-its-kind checklist on reviews across India

TeFare F I URd & IS T U aRE D Ugdl dbiere YBIRIg $i

Researchers have brought out a first-of-its-kind checklist of reviews in India by putting
together data from more than 260 years of scattered scientific records from 1881 to
2025.

Mywarst 7 uRd W JETgel BT Uit aRE B Ugel! IPfore R 31 ¢, o 1881 | 2025
TP & 260 A T auf F @R gu dqe fiARal & siwsl &I Ue fovar T |

A study published in the Zootaxa journal on March 10 documents 92 species across 27
genera, with more than 60% of them endemic.

10 HTH BT Zootaxa T-d T UHIRIA Th 340 H 27 4=0 & Heft 92 YT 1 GRATdoldol
forar man B, FFH R 60% | iftre wufRe (TSfi®) €1

According to the authors of the study, many of these species were described in the 1800s
and have never been studied again in modern taxonomy, leaving large gaps in
understanding the glowing insects.

LT & AGD] F AR, 37 YoTfad T F &3 HT 1800 & RI | qui- favar Iar AT 3R
nyfe aaffevor & fsr w3t sreaa= =1 fpam T, R 31 90e ara Ftsl ot aus |
93 3R T gL R
The paper titled ‘A checklist of rice (Coleoptera: Lampyridae) from India’ was authored by
Parvez, Akshay Kumar Chakravarthy, Oliver Keller, Devanshu Gupta and Amlan Das.

‘A checklist of reies (Coleoptera: Lampyridae) from India’ RILEZCI] ER MYIF & TGD
XA, 38T PHR Tehadl, 3NferaR e, Saig T iR S & ¢
The researchers note that while there have been attempts to build research on « ree y
taxonomy, the results have been fragmented so far.

YAl b1 He1 ¢ b grciiics Ty aeffeneor o <Y fapRid 3 & ward gu e, afdH
3T ufvone ofF a@ fa@R gu e

Parvez, lead author of the paper, notes that more than 50 species have not been recorded
again from India since their original descriptions.

I MYTH & G-I AP WA & IR 50 | i grferal 371 ga qui & 91
YRd & fipe & gof =18t fopan man 81

“In light of the lack of accessible resources for the Indian rice, a literature survey was
taken to produce a modern checklist of species from the subcontinent.

“URT s & fore gau ware=t & st &) Twa gu, wifge aderr fasa man darfes
IUHETEIY &1 YeiTfadl 3t T MY AHfeRe JUR B off T |

This checklist of the Lampyridae of India is presented as a ¢ rst step to remedy the
situation, and to provide researchers with a resource to conduct research on « ree ies,”
reads the study.

YRd & Lampyridae ®! 98 Jahfere fRUTT & JURA & U8d HgH & ©U H U $1 78 8
3R RMerpatait B e uR FHUT B F R T TATYT USTH B HT 3539 33!
8, 3@ | FHgl I 5

The checklist provides names of species, names of scientists who documented them
originally and subsequently, years of documentation, and geographies in which the
species are found.

Ig Yofere usiIfadl & A9, 37 Ued 3R 916 A g6l - arat agi=s! & A1,
W%aﬁ 3R q HNifere & Sigt A ysITfadi urs STl €, 1 STHhR! U drdl
|

Fireflies were found in 22 States, including one Union Territory, and it was found that
several species occurred across geographies.

A 22 34T § UTY T, o U parmiia wemr off i 8, 3iR ug urar w i B
yerfagi fafire wimifere &= # urs wrdt €1

According to Parvez, the insufficiency of modern literature on « ree ies has been a major
stumbling block for researchers who study the insects.

TRA & SR, S W Myfa Aifges &1 w3t 37 Muwats & e v gt anen &
& O 39 ISl BT 3fTIT BT I8d 8|
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e |ttook close to three years for the scientists to compile the checklist.

AP B! 3 ABeRE B! Hbferd B H TTHIT i a9 |

GS Paper 1I: IS
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Rajnath Singh unveils ‘vision document’ to advance military

IATY Rig A I o1 3 9g[ & e faer stegde o'l fean

Rajnath Singh unveils
‘vision document’
to advance military

”!e Hm!u !HI'EE.I.I

NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday released
the “Defence Forces Vision
2047: A Roadmap for a Fu-
ture-Ready Indian Mili-
tary” at an event in South
Block, here, outlining a
long-term strategy to trans-
form India’s armed forces
into a modern, integrated
and technologically ad-
vanced military by the cen-
tenary of Independence.
According to the Minis-
try of Defence (MoD), the
comprehensive vision doc-
ument lays out a blueprint
to strengthen the capabili-
ties of the Indian armed
forces in line with the
country’s ambition of be-

coming a developed nation
by 2047.

Officials said the road-
map identifies key strategic
reforms, capability enhan-
cements, and organisation-
al changes required to ad-
dress the rapidly evolving
geopolitical, technological,
and security landscape.
The document envisages
transforming the military
into an integrated, multi-
domain, and agile force
capable of deterring adver-
saries, responding across
the full spectrum of con-
flict and safeguarding In-
dia’s expanding strategic
interests.

A central pillar of the vi-
sion document is greater
jointness among the Army,
the Navy and the Air Force.

11Mac. Rajnath Singh unveils ‘vision
document’ to advance military

ISHTY Rig A 41 ot 31 ¢ & e

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on
Tuesday released the “Defence Forces Vision
2047: A Roadmap for a Future-Ready Indian
Military” at an event in South Block, here,
outlining a long-term strategy to transform India’s
armed forces into a modern, integrated and
technologically advanced military by the
centenary of Independence.

T T IATY Rig A HeaR & 98y sie |
T T FO%HH H “Defence Forces Vision
2047: A Roadmap for a Future-Ready Indian
Military” STRI foa, fored YR &1 9= JA13il
& MYfP, THlIPpa 3R ap-dt ©U A IAd A0
H 95 & oy Tadrar &) Tt 9% B
Srfeifere Yorifa &1 \reT ud far T |

e According to the Ministry of Defence
(MoD), the comprehensive vision document lays
out a blueprint to strengthen the capabilities of
the Indian armed forces in line with the country’s
ambition of becoming a developed nation by
2047.

I&T HATAY (MoD) & YR, g TS faed
SIFgHE YR TR F13M1 Pt &Earsii &

AOgd B & T TP WIPT UG FAT 3, Sl G- P 2047 a9 [T Rid g 571 Bt

UEATHIT & T g
o Officials said the roadmap identifies key strategic reforms, capability enhancements,

and organisational changes required to address the rapidly evolving geopolitical,

technological, and security landscape.

SRl 3 g1 f& ug Asay

T3 P JURT, &Har i 3R WSHTHS gganal o

UgIH &l 8, S aoll A Igad Y-To-Ha®, aa-te! 3R JRam TR &1 91 &1 &
forg amava® |

e The document envisages transforming the military into an integrated, multidomain, and
agile force capable of deterring adversaries, responding across the full spectrum of
conflict and safeguarding India’s expanding strategic interests.

Ig SEATAS O & U USHIpd, 98-80 MR I 96 & g &I YRS Bl §, S
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A DI AP+, WY & IR WaeH A ufafehar 3 iR URT & g4 Yoo fal 3t van
I T GeH gl

A central pillar of the vision document is greater jointness among the Army, the Navy
and the Air Force.

=Y fau STRie &1 U6 TReT WY YA, 8T 3R argAT & o9 Sifte au=ag
(Siigea) B
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