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11Mac. Chandigarh achieves 99.93% 
literacy, gets ‗fully literate U.T.‘ tag 

           99.93%                , ‗         

                  ‘              

 Chandigarh attained 99.93% literacy rate, 
thus making it a fully literate Union Territory, said 
Gulab Chand Katari, the Governor of Punjab and 
Administrator of Chandigarh. 

           99.93%                 कर      ,       य  

एक                             ब   य    ,           

          औ                                       

क    

 It is the sixth State/U.T. in the country and the 
second Union Territory to achieve the feat. 

 य                /              और       

                       य  उ           क      

 To celebrate this achievement, Chandigarh‘s 
Education Department held a ―felicitation of neo-
literates‖, where newly literate individuals were 
honoured. 

 इ  उ     क           क    ए                         

―  -                     ‖  य      कय ,       ए 

               क          कय   य   

 Mr. Kataria, the chief guest at the event, 
described the achievement as a historic moment for 

Chandigarh. 

 क य    क                          इ  उ     क              ए             ब  य   

 He said the success achieved under the Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in 
Society (ULLAS) has helped the city surpass the 95% literacy benchmark set under the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

 उ      क    क Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in Society (ULLAS) क           

         श र क                   (NEP) 2020 क            र  95%                    

        य      

 Mr. Kataria said Chandigarh‘s literacy rate has increased from 93.7% to 99.93%, with 
15,556 citizens participating in the programme and 14,711 successfully clearing the 
literacy assessment. 

               क    क                     93.7%         99.93%     ई   ,       15,556 

            क य             य  और 14,711           आ                         

 The Governor also highlighted the remarkable leap in women‘s literacy from 90.7% to 
99.89%, calling it a significant step towards women‘s empowerment. 

                                90.7%         99.89%  क क  उ            क     

र     क   कय  और इ                                        ब  य   
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11Mac. Asteroid YR4: no longer a 
threat 

      YR4:      ई           

 NASA has officially ruled out the 
possibility of asteroid 2024 YR4 colliding 
with the moon in 2032. 

NASA       क  रक             2024 

YR4 क  2032                               

क     र  कर   य      

 This update settles concerns that 
surfaced after the asteroid’s discovery in 
late 2024. 

य       उ          क       कर         

2024           इ               क  ब   

       ई      

 For several months, orbital models 
suggested a 3.8% to 4.3% probability that 
the asteroid would strike the lunar surface 
on 22 December 2032. 

कई         क क  य           य    क     य  

    क 22        2032 क  इ        क                       3.8%    4.3%             

 To resolve the uncertainty, experts from NASA‘s Centre for Near-Earth Object Studies 
(CNEOS) tracked the asteroid using the James Webb Space Telescope. 

इ           क    र कर   क    ए NASA    Centre for Near-Earth Object Studies (CNEOS) क  

  श         James Webb Space Telescope क  उ य   कर       क     क  कय   

 In February, scientists made two key observations while the asteroid was extremely faint. 

               क                         कए,  ब य                 (faint)     

 This observation was difficult for most other observatories. 

य      क                            ए               

 These new data points helped scientists refine the asteroid‘s trajectory with greater 
precision. 

इ   ए   क             क   क                                                     य       

 The latest calculations show that 2024 YR4 will bypass the moon at a distance of about 
21,200 km. 

              क       र 2024 YR4      21,200                                ए    

 This update follows an earlier assessment regarding the Earth. 

य             कए  ए                 आ    क  ब    य      

 Early 2025 data initially suggested a potential threat to Earth. 

2025                       श                  ए              क    क     य      

 However, later analysis ruled out a terrestrial impact for at least the next century. 

   क  ब   क                          ए                                             

         

 Astronomers say such changes in probability are a normal part of planetary defence 
studies. 

          क       र                  ब                                          

 When scientists first discover a Near-Earth Object (NEO), they must calculate its path using 
limited information. 

 ब       क      ब र  क   Near-Earth Object (NEO) क      कर     ,    उ                 

   आ       उ                                 

 This often results in a wide range of possible outcomes. 

इ      र                     ए                            

 As more observations are collected, scientists gradually narrow down the possible 
trajectories. 

    -        क     क             ,       क   र -  र                                     
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 In the case of the 65-meter-wide asteroid 2024 YR4, the latest evidence confirms it is no 
longer a threat to Earth or the Moon. 

65                 2024 YR4 क                      य       कर       क य   ब               

     ए   ई               
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TOPICS COVERED  11 March  2026 

11Mac LS takes up resolution on removal of Speaker as MPs trade accusations in 
House 

                                        ,                आ   -       

11Mac Opposition brings up suspensions, mic row during debate on Speaker 

                                     औ    इ                    उ     

11Mac Fast-tracking Bill on women‘s quota may influence U.P. polls 

       आ                                   उ                                

11Mac Reevaluating the office of the Speaker 

                          
 

 
11Mac. LS takes up resolution on removal of 
Speaker as MPs trade accusations in House 

                                        ,         

       आ   -       

 The Lok Sabha on Tuesday took up a resolution 
moved by the Opposition seeking the removal of Speaker 
Om Birla, with both the Treasury and Opposition benches 
trading sharp accusations over the neutrality of the Chair. 

       र क                                        ए      

       ए  ए       र      श    ई,             औ              

                 क    कर       र  -   र      ए  

 Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju described 
the motion as an ―attack on democracy itself‖, while the 
Congress Deputy Leader in the Lok Sabha, Gaurav Gogoi, 
said the resolution was brought from compulsion to ―protect the 
neutrality‖ of the institution of the Speaker. 

                                  इ       क  ―              ‖ 

ब  य ,  ब क                     उ               ई    क    क 

य                                   क    ए   ब र       य  

 य      

 Initiating the debate, Mr. Gogoi slammed the 
Speaker‘s conduct, alleging partisan behaviour and arguing 
that the motion was necessary to ―save the Constitution‖. 

           आ        ए,        ई            आ    क  

       क ,                 क   र      य  और क    क य  

     ―                ‖ क    ए    क     

 “We are saddened that we had to bring such a resolution 
because we all have personal relations with the Speaker. 

 “            क                           क        क          
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 But it is our dharma and duty to protect the decorum and dignity of this House,” he said. 

    क  इ      क         औ                              औ         ,” उ      क    

 The discussion, for which 10 hours have been allotted, will continue on Wednesday and 
conclude with a vote. 

 इ       क    ए 10                 ए  ए   ,           क       र  र     और              क      

           

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah is expected to intervene in the debate on Wednesday 
before the House votes on the motion. 

                         क                         कर   क            , इ          क     

              कर   

 The proceedings began with Congress MP Mohammad Jawed reading out the notice 
seeking to move the resolution for Mr. Birla‘s removal. 

 क य      क  श                                र                                     

  कर क   ई  

 The motion was also moved by fellow Congress MPs K. Suresh and Mallu Ravi. 

 य                      .       औ            र           कय   य   

 A brief procedural row erupted over who would preside over the proceedings during the 
debate. 

 ब   क    र                              , इ   र एक                         

 AIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi raised a point of order, asking why BJP MP Jagdambika 
Pal was chairing the session, and arguing that Mr. Pal had been appointed to the panel of 
chairpersons by the Speaker himself. 

 एआईए आईए                           इ   ऑ  ऑ    उ      ए       क             

                क            कर र     , और क    क उ                                  

                   

 The objection was countered by BJP MP Nishikant Dubey and Mr. Rijiju, who said the claim 
was ―irrelevant‖ and that Mr. Pal was competent to preside over the House during the 
debate. 

 इ       क     ब                           और                  य ,         क    क य       

―        ‖    और                                                  

 After the presiding officer asked members supporting the notice to stand up, more than the 
required 50 MPs rose in their seats, allowing the motion to be admitted for discussion. 

  ब                                                               क  क  ,       क 50 

                      ए,                         ए       कर   य   य   

 The Congress Deputy Leader, in his remarks, alleged that the Opposition had repeatedly 
been denied the opportunity to raise critical issues in the House and cited the treatment 
of Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi during the debate on the Motion of Thanks to 
the President‘s Address. 

           उ                      र      य   क            -                        उ     

                     , और उ                                       क    र           

                क       ए     र क  उ     कय   

 “In the month of February, when the Leader of the Opposition tried to speak during the 
Motion of Thanks, he was interrupted 20 times. 

 “      क            ब                            क    र   ब     क  क  शश क ,    उ   20 

              

 The interruptions came from the Chair, members of the panel, and senior leaders of the 
Treasury benches,” Mr. Gogoi said. 

 य           ,               औ                       क   र     ए,”        ई    क    

‗MPs silenced‘ 

 ‗                        ‘ 

 “There was an expectation that the Chair would be neutral. 

 “य            क                
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 But research of the uncorrected transcripts will show the number of times the Leader of 
the Opposition was interrupted. 

    क                    क    य  ब  ए    क                                     

 While he was on his feet, another member was called upon to speak,” Mr. Gogoi said. 

  ब          कर ब   र     ,  ब                           ए              ,”        ई    

क    

 “Is this the parliamentary tradition we want to show? 

 “   य                                   ? 

Microphones are being used to silence MPs. 

   इ         उ                               ए                 

 This stands in direct contradiction with the rituals of this House,” he added. 

 य                                   ,” उ      क    

 Mr. Gogoi also cited instances where Opposition members‘ remarks were expunged, while 
allegations made by treasury bench members were allowed to remain on record. 

        ई        उ   र       ए                                 ई  ई ,  ब क          

              ए  ए आ      क                           

 Intervening during the debate, Mr. Rijiju rejected the Opposition‘s charges and strongly 
defended Mr. Birla, saying that the Speaker had always acted impartially and had, in fact, 
provided many opportunities to Opposition members to raise issues. 

 ब   क    र         कर    ए                        आ                    और          

क    र  र ब    कर    ए क    क                                      और                 

 ई      उ               ए     

 He accused the Congress of targeting constitutional institutions since losing power in 
2014 and said the latest move was aimed at undermining the office of the Speaker. 

 उ       र      य   क 2014                                                             

      , और य  क                            क  उ       उ  य   य      

 “This resolution against the Speaker is akin to an attack on democracy itself,” Mr. Rijiju 
said. 

 “     क        य                                ,”     र        क    

 Mr. Rijiju also dismissed allegations of bias, claiming that Opposition members had been 
given ample opportunity to ask supplementary questions and raise matters of public 
importance. 

                       आ                  कर    ए क    क                             ए 

 ए       क                    और                 उ        
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11Mac. Opposition brings up suspensions, mic row during debate on Speaker 

                                     औ    इ                    उ     

 MPs pull up the government. over failure to appoint Deputy Speaker, raise issue of 
Rahul not being allowed to talk, microphone being switched o when Opposition 
leaders speak; no-con•dence motion an attempt to keep Om Birla under pressure, 
says JD(U) 

                                                   ,                         औ        

                      इ                       उ    ;                              

                             

 Arguing for the ouster of Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, Opposition MPs on Tuesday had a 
list of complaints, including mass suspensions, the microphone being switched on 
while they spoke, and the failure to appoint a Deputy Speaker for the past 12 years. 

                               क       कर    ए                        र क              

ए         श क ,                     ,             इ                      , और       

12                                   श         

 Senior Congress MP Manish Tewari argued that the reason for the Opposition‘s 
insistence on moving the resolution seeking the Speaker‘s removal can be summed up 
in one phrase: the government must have its way but the Opposition must have its say. 

   र                              क    क                                           क  

क र  एक        क       क     :                              ए                    

                            ए  

‗Quoted from magazine‘ 

 ‗         उ     ‘ 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e8
 

 Addressing the issue of the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi not 
being allowed to speak about the content of the yet-to-be-released memoir of former 
Army Chief General M.M. Naravane (retd), Mr. Tewari said that Mr. Gandhi had been 
quoting from a magazine. 

                                   क                      ए .ए .       (         )    

              ई आ     क         र ब     क                क        र ब      ए,        र     

क    क            ए           उ               

 “That magazine that [Mr. Gandhi] was quoting is a published magazine, it is available in 
the public space even now. 

 “               [          ] उ             , एक                 और य                  

      उ        

 And the contents of the magazine or that story has not been controverted by the 
government till now,” the Congress leader said. 

 और उ                          क                                   ,”                

क    

 He said the charge that women Opposition MPs had planned something undigni•ed by 
way of protest was ―completely over the top and a stretch‖. 

 उ      क    क य   र    क                                                             ई 

  , ―                  औ     -             ‖     

 Mr. Tewari also referred to disruptions by Bharatiya Janata Party members and the 
washout of an entire session when the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance was 
in power, pointing out that the UPA government had never moved any resolution to 
suspend any Opposition member. 

                                               ए  ए         और       -                 

               (UPA)                                 क     उ     कय  और क    क 

    ए                                                                

 Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra said it was ironic and ―divine karma‖ that she was 
opening the debate from her party against the Speaker who had denied her the 
opportunity to defend herself during her expulsion from the 17th Lok Sabha. 

                       आ   इ      क    क य          औ  ―         ‖     क               

      उ                          आ           ,         17              उ    

                उ                                       

Moitra‘s remarks 

   इ               

 Participating in the debate, Ms. Moitra said the current speaker has set ―less than 
graceful benchmarks‖ while presiding over the House. 

                  ए,        इ      क    क                                      ―   

              ‖        कए     

 Since 2004, a total of 245 MPs, all from Opposition parties, have been suspended. 

 2004         , क   245      ,                        ,           ए  ए     

 Nearly half of them, 120 MPs, were suspended during Mr. Birla‘s tenure. 

 इ            आ  ,      120      ,                                 कए  ए  

 “In December 2023, Birlaji ordered the largest mass suspension in the history of Indian 
Parliament, suspending 100 Opposition MPs. 

 “       2023                               इ                                 आ      

    ,       100                                    

 This one episode alone accounted for over 40% of all Lok Sabha suspensions since 
2004,” she claimed. 

 उ            कय   क य  ए          2004                   ए                 40%         

क    ए       र     

 Samajwadi Party MP Rajeev Rai questioned the Chair over the control of the 
microphones, claiming that the microphones never go on when his party‘s members 
attack former Prime Ministers of the Congress regime, but get cut off within 30 seconds 
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when Opposition members question the government. 

                                       इ                क    कर                 , य  

     कर    ए  क    उ                                                                   

  इ                   ,    क                                        30               

  इ               ए          

 DMK leader T.R. Baalu said Mr. Birla was a gentleman under pressure. 

   ए           .आ .         क    क                  ए              

 “He is such a gentleman, but I don’t know what went wrong with him. 

 “                 ,    क                उ                       

 He has suspended so many MPs in the last seven years. 

 उ                       इ                                     

 But why does he have to take such harsh steps?” Mr. Baalu said. 

    क  उ   इ                 उ            ?”    ब       क    

 JD(U) leader and Union Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh said the no-condens motion was 
nothing but an attempt to keep the Speaker under pressure. 

             औ                                क    क             क                    

                  

 “To maintain the decorum and dignity of the House, the Speaker has to control unruly 
members,” he said. 

 उ      क  , ―              औ           ए           ए                             

                     ‖ 

 

11Mac. Fast-tracking Bill on women‘s quota may influence 
U.P. polls 

       आ                                   उ              

                  

 The timing of the government‘s feelers to Opposition leaders 
seeking their opinion on bringing in an amendment to advance the timeline 
for implementing the Constitution (One Hundred and Sixth Amendment) 
Act, or the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (women‘s reservation Bill), 
which seeks to allocate 33% of seats in directly elected legislative bodies 
such as the Lok Sabha and Assemblies for women, is notable. 

                                          ए       ए               ,       

        (106          )         य                        (      

आ          ) क       कर   क    य         ब     क    ए             क  ब   

  , उ     य   ,     क य      यक        औ                             

                               ए 33%      आ          क         कर       

 In 2027, elections will be held in seven States, four of them ruled by 
the Bharatiya Janata Party. 

 2027                            ,                                           

          

 Among them, Uttar Pradesh is the biggest prize and a major 
challenge. 

 इ    उ         ब                       औ                 

 The BJP, seeking a third straight term, faces declining numbers, 
from a historic 312 Assembly seats in 2017 to 255 in 2022. 

      ,                                 , उ क                            

      ,    2017             312               2022    255     ई  

 If the 2024 Lok Sabha votes are mapped to Assembly segments, 
the Samajwadi Party leads in 178 seats, and with ally Congress, the bloc 
crosses the majority mark in the 403-member House. 
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 य   2024                       क                           ए,                  178       

   आ      और   य           क         कर य    ब    403                      आ        

                

 Internal discontent within the BJP adds pressure. 

               आ                                 

 While the party has so far contained factional strains, they are surfacing. 

       क                                        ,    क      ब       आ           

 In January, the BJP MLA for Charkhari led a protest against the State Water Minister, an 
unusual public display of dissent. 

                                                                         कय ,    

                                    

Element of surprise 

 आ          

 Despite being an informal pre-legislative consultation report, the Centre‘s move retains 
an element of surprise. 

       क य                -                     ,   र                  आ          

   ए          

 With only a year left for the Uttar Pradesh election, Opposition parties cannot analyze 
candidates until the government notices which seats will be reserved for women. 

 उ                      ए               क  क र ,          उ                      ,  ब 

 क                                   -                     ए आ            

 This disrupts their planning cycles. 

 इ    उ क                                    

 The Uttar Pradesh‘s Assembly has historically had low female representation. 

 उ                           क                                      

 Only 51 women MLAs currently serve in the House, about 12.6%. 

                       51                ,         12.6%     

 This mirrors the national picture, where only about 14% of MPs in the 18th Lok Sabha are 
women. 

 य              क   श       ,      18                        14%            ए      

 The BJP has 30 of these 51 women MLAs, while the SP has 15. 

 इ  51                      30       क    ,  ब क                      15     

 An SP leader admitted the BJP is better positioned to and women candidates because 
more women occupy organisational ranks within the party. 

 एक               क र  कय   क            ए       उ              आ      ,     क      

                   ए              

Caste discontent 

              

 Caste tensions threaten the BJP‘s electoral calculus. 

                                 क         कर  क       

 Brahmins, a core BJP constituency, feel sidelined under Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, whose administration is seen as favouring Thakurs. 

     ,                             ,     क               आ                  उ      

      कर     ,                             आ               

 The sharper concern, however, is the erosion of the OBC support. 

       क                                       

 In the 2024 Lok Sabha election, the BJP‘s Uttar Pradesh tally fell from 62 to 33 seats, 
signalling a drift among the OBC voters. 

 2024                 उ                         62         33     ई ,          
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 The SP leader quoted earlier doubted whether women‘s reservation could bridge these 
caste grievances. 

      उ                           य   क       आ    इ                             ए      

      

 “Women candidates do not exist in a casteless vacuum,” he said. 

 उ      क  , ―      उ                                              ‖ 

 India‘s struggle with women‘s political representation goes back to Independence. 

                                   ए                                      र       

 The Constituent Assembly had only 15 women members. 

                क    15                

 Early leaders such as Renuka Ray opposed women‘s quotas, arguing that they might 
pigeonhole women and that ability should determine selection. 

   र   क                                 आ    क    र    कय , य   क        ए  क इ         ए  

                           और          आ                    ए  

 However, decades of low representation gradually altered the consensus. 

       क                      र         र -  र               ई  

 Accelerating implementation would break a political deadlock that has lasted three 
decades. 

                                           आ                     क           क       

 Women have emerged as a stable support base for the BJP-led National Democratic 
Alliance in many States. 

      ए  कई               -                                  (NDA) क    ए           

आ    ब कर उ र      

 Moving from symbolic commitment to actual reservation could deepen it. 

                           आ    क   र ब       य        औ                    

 Whether women prefer voting for women remains inconclusive, but the political signal 
matters. 

         ए                                  , य                 ,    क                 
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11Mac. Reevaluating the office of the Speaker 

                          

Reevaluating the office of the Speaker 

                                

 The recent no-confidence motion moved by the Opposition against Om Birla has reignited 
the debate over the constitutional position and accountability of the office of the Speaker 
of the Lok Sabha. 

                 र           क          य   य                            क     क  

               और           र ब   क    र          कर   य      

 While such motions are rare, their significance lies not merely in the possibility of removal 
but in what they reveal about the functioning of parliamentary institutions and the 
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evolving conventions surrounding the Speaker‘s office. 

य                          , उ क       क                                   ब   इ  ब      

          क                             और                                     क  ब र     

    श         

 The office of the Speaker is one of the most critical pillars of India‘s parliamentary 
democracy. 

    क                           क   ब                       एक     

 As the presiding officer of the Lok Sabha, the Speaker ensures orderly debate, enforces 
the rules of procedure, safeguards the rights of members, and maintains the balance 
between government authority and the voice of the Opposition. 

       क                क                                 कर     ,             

       क       कर     ,                   क  र   कर      और                             

आ    क  ब          ब  ए र        

 The Constitution establishes the Speaker as an impartial arbiter expected to rise above 
party politics once elected. 

             क  एक              क              कर     ,             क           क    

          क  ब                   ऊ र उ    

 Convention demands that the office be exercised with neutrality and fairness. 

       य        कर       क इ     क   य          और           क       कय    ए  

 The Speaker‘s authority extends to several crucial functions such as the recognition of 
members, interpretation of procedural rules, disciplinary powers, and the certification 
of Money Bills. 

               कई         क य   क                             ,                   

    ,                  , और                      

 These powers significantly shape legislative outcomes and parliamentary debates, and 
because of this influence, the constitutional framework provides strong protections to 
ensure that the Speaker cannot be removed easily for political reasons. 

य  श  य                   और              क  क        क        कर     , और इ        क  

क र                  य          कर   क    ए   ब     र        कर       क                  

          आ                           

The process for removal 

               

 The procedure for the removal of the Speaker is deliberately stringent. 

                          ब  कर      ब  ई  ई     

 According to Article 94(c) under the Constitution, the Speaker can be removed only 
through a resolution passed by a majority of all the members of the Lok Sabha, not 
merely those present and voting. 

                  94(c) क       र      क  क                                         

     क                य      क     ,    क क    उ     औ                        क  

ब        

 This high threshold reflects the intent to safeguard the stability and dignity of the office. 

य  उ       इ     क        औ                       उ    क   श         

 The process begins when a member submits a written notice to the Secretary-General of 
the Lok Sabha seeking removal. 

य     य   ब श            ब क ई                ए                               क  

     कर       

 At least 14 days‘ notice must be given before the motion can be taken up. 

     क               क     क  14                      क     

 Once admitted, the motion requires the support of at least 50 members to proceed for 
discussion in the House. 

  क        क  ब        क              क    ए     ब          क     क  50                

   क          
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 The procedural framework governing this process is laid down in the Rules of Procedure 
and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha, specifically Rules 200 to 203. 

इ     य  क    य     कर                                            औ                  

         र    ,   श              200    203     

 The rules mandate that the resolution must clearly state the charges against the 
Speaker. 

इ    य    क       र                      आ                ए          ए  

 During the debate on such a motion, the Speaker may participate in the proceedings as a 
member of the House, and while the Speaker can vote on the resolution in the first 
instance, he/she cannot exercise their vote in case of a tie. 

          र ब   क    र                                                      , और 

 ब क                                          ,    क                           

                                 

 No-confidence motions against the Speaker have been extremely rare in India‘s 
parliamentary history. 

               इ              क                               र       

 Only three such attempts have occurred — in 1954, against G. V. Mavalankar; in 1966, 
against Hukam Singh; and in 1987, against Balram Jakhar. 

 ब  क क              ए    — 1954      .   .         क       ; 1966             क  

     ; और 1987               क         

 In all three cases, the motions failed. 

इ                            र    

 These precedents demonstrate the political and procedural difficulty involved in 
removing a Speaker. 

य  उ       श         क                                    औ               ई श     

         

Larger impact 

          

 The present motion may not result in the Speaker‘s removal, but it carries broader 
institutional significance. 

                                 क  क र    ब  ,    क  इ क     क                

 It reminds presiding officers that their authority derives from the collective confidence of 
the legislature. 

य                   क  य              क उ क                                       

             

 The Speaker‘s credibility depends heavily on the perception of impartiality. 

                  क        क                  र     र कर       

 Allegations of partisan conduct can weaken public confidence in parliamentary 
processes. 

          आ    क   र                              क  क   र कर  क       

 While the high constitutional threshold ensures that the Speaker is not vulnerable to 
routine political pressure, it still allows a democratic mechanism for accountability. 

 ब क उ                 य          कर       क        य                  क      

      श        ,   र    य                ए ए                     कर       

 However, several challenges affect the functioning of the Speaker‘s office. 

      क, कई                           क  क य       क         कर       

 First, there is a growing perception of politicisation. 

    ,                          र ब  र       

 In recent years, decisions on matters such as disqualification of legislators under the anti-
defection law or certification of Money Bills have often been viewed through a partisan 
lens. 

    क           -                                           य                      

             र     य   र                           ए     
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 Second, frequent confrontations between the ruling party and the Opposition have led to 
procedural deadlocks in Parliament. 

   र ,          औ                           क  क र                         उ   

       

 When the neutrality of the presiding officer is questioned, trust between political actors 
erodes, making consensus-building more difficult. 

 ब                          र      उ      ,                               क     

       ,                                         

 Third, parliamentary conventions — unwritten norms that once guided the impartial 
conduct of the Speaker — have gradually weakened. 

   र ,              ए  —                     क                आ    क       श   कर   

   —   र -  र            ए     

 As political competition intensifies, these conventions risk being overshadowed by 
tactical considerations. 

    -                                 , य        ए                                        

उ         

The way ahead 

आ          

 To preserve the credibility of Parliament and strengthen democratic governance, reforms 
and renewed commitment to parliamentary norms are necessary. 

                  क  ब  ए र    और                क    ब   कर   क    ए       और 

                क       ई    ब       क     

 Reinforcing institutional conventions should be the first step. 

                क    ब   कर                     ए  

 Political parties must collectively reaffirm the tradition that the Speaker acts above party 
lines once elected. 

              क        क       इ                      कर       ए  क                       

               ऊ                 

 Enhancing transparency in procedural rulings can also improve trust. 

                             ब                 ब   र     क       

 Clear explanations for major decisions — such as rejecting requests for discussion or 
certifying legislative bills — would reduce allegations of bias. 

                     ए           —                                      य         

                     —          आ      क  क  कर  क       

 Encouraging dialogue between the government and the Opposition is equally important. 

      औ                                                              

 Structured consultations on parliamentary procedures and reforms could reduce 
confrontations and improve legislative productivity. 

               औ                                       कर  क      और        

उ       क  ब    क       

 Finally, codifying best practices regarding the Speaker‘s discretionary powers may help 
clarify ambiguities. 

                                                                              

               कर  क       

 While flexibility is essential in parliamentary procedure, clearer guidelines could reduce 
disputes over interpretation. 

      क                            क   ,    क     क                           

        क  क  कर  क       
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GS Paper II:  Governance, 

TOPICS COVERED  11 March  2026 

11Mac Jal Jeevan mission gets extension up to 2028 

                 2028          
 
 

11Mac. Jal Jeevan mission gets extension up 
to 2028 

                 2028          

 The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved the 
extension of the Ministry of Jal Shakti‘s Jal Jeevan 
programme to 2028 and provisioned more funds to meet 
its goal of providing a minimum amount of daily potable 
water to every rural household in the country. 

       र क                                             

       क  2028          क      र     और             

क          कय     क   श क   र                        

                            उ    कर    क       र   कय  

    क   

 As of January 2026, the programme was 
estimated to have spent ₹3.6 lakh crore since 2019. 

       2026  क, इ         क      2019    ₹3.6     

              क             

 Of this, ₹2.08 lakh crore was the Centre‘s share 
with the rest to come in from the States. 

 इ       ₹2.08                                ब क श   

र  श                  

 However, the programme, while originally envisioned 100% coverage by 2024, has been 
stuck at around 81% coverage since 2025. 

       क, इ         क         2024    100%         ,    क  य  2025         81% 

       र      क         

 As The Hindu has previously reported, covering the remaining 20% requires nearly as 
much money as has been spent for achieving 80%. 

       क The Hindu          र      कय    ,     20%           कर   क    ए      उ       

          आ               80%                    ई     

Digital mapping 

               

 “To this end, a uniform national digital framework, namely ―Sujalam Bharat‖, shall be 
instituted, under which every village shall be assigned a unique Sujal Gaon / Service Area 
ID digitally mapping the complete drinking water supply system from source to tap,” a 
Ministry statement said. 

 “इ  उ       एक                         ,       ―          ‖,        कय    ए  ,    क  

       क      क  एक                 /       ए     आई        ए  ,                      

           आ                              कर   ,”                       क    य   
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GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED  11 March  2026 

11Mac 41%‘ illusion: a quiet re-engineering of India‘s fiscal federal landscape 

41%‘      :                                                 

11Mac Gabon‘s push for IMF loan leads regional return to Fund 

 IMF ऋ       ए                                                      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11Mac. 41%‘ illusion: a quiet re-engineering of India‘s fiscal federal landscape 

41%‘      :                                                 

 An Explanatory Memorandum issued by the Ministry of Finance on February 1, 2026, is 
seen as a useful document, not only for what it states or approves but also for observing a 
pattern of what it does not. 
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1       2026 क               र    र   कय   य              एक उ य                

       ,   क    इ   ए  क इ       क   य    क    कय   य     ब   इ   ए     क इ            

क    य      

 The Union government accepted the Sixteenth Finance Commission (FC)’s 
recommendation to retain the States‘ share in the divisible pool at 41%. 

                        आ    (FC16) क       रश क    क र  कय   क                 

                  41% ब   र    

 It also accepted the horizontal formula, the local body grants, and the disaster 
management corpus. 

इ                   ,                   , और आ              क       क र  कय   

 However, it deferred everything structural, such as amending the Fiscal Responsibility 
Legislation, controlling off-budget borrowings, reforming power sector distribution 
companies, and rationalising subsidies. 

      क इ                     क        य ,               उ                       , ऑ -

    उ                   ,                                     , और          

         

 A 41% share sounds like continuity. 

41%                                          

 In nominal terms, it is. 

                  , य          

 But the divisible pool is not gross tax revenues. 

   क                                    

 Cesses and surcharges, levied and retained entirely by the Union, sit outside the pool, 
and their share has been growing. 

    औ        ,        र   र              र     य  और र          ,                        

   और उ क                         

 As the FC16 report documents, the divisible pool as a proportion of gross tax revenues 
averaged 89.2% during the FC13 period, fell to 82.1% during FC14, and dropped further to 
78.3% during FC15. 

      क FC16                 ,                                    FC13         89.2%, 

FC14    82.1%, और FC15    78.3%  क घ   य   

 The Commission acknowledges this trend, notes its undesirability, and declines to fix it. 

आ    इ        क    क र कर     , इ            ब       ,    क  इ              इ              

 Hence, 41% of a shrinking base is not 41% of total collections. 

इ   ए      आ       41%,             41%          

 FC16 has also discontinued revenue deficit grants, sector-specific grants, and State-
specific grants, instruments that offered targeted fiscal relief to States. 

FC16                    ,    -            , और    -             क          कर   य , 

   र     क                       कर       

 The Commission projects that combined general government debt will fall from 77.3% of 
GDP in 2026-27 to 73.1% by 2030-31. 

आ    क             क                    ऋ  2026-27    GDP    77.3%    घ कर 2030-31 

   73.1%      ए    

 The aggregate trajectory looks orderly. 

                    ई          

 It is the disaggregated picture where the real argument begins. 

   क                                श            

Structural deferrals 

             

 FC16 was aware of the fault lines it chose not to repair. 

FC16 उ                            उ        र   क      य        य   

 Its chapters on State finances, power sector losses, and subsidies name them directly. 

इ क         ,                  , और        र    य इ         क             कर       
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 The Commission identified States with structurally unsustainable fiscal trajectories. 

आ       उ        क        क     क                                        

 It called for reforms. 

इ            क        कय   

 It attached no binding enforcement mechanism to achieve them. 

   क  इ        कर   क    ए क ई                              

 The most consequential gap is the residual asymmetry left by the end of GST 
compensation in June 2022. 

 ब              र     2022    GST   आ              क  ब   उ                   

 States lost a guaranteed 14% annual growth in SGST revenues without a structural 
replacement. 

र        SGST         14%                             और इ क       र क ई          

     उ         कर य   य   

 Tamil Nadu alone estimated a shortfall of nearly ₹20,000 crore in 2024-25. 

क                2024-25         ₹20,000             क            य   

 The Commission reads aggregate SGST buoyancy as evidence of recovery. 

आ        SGST      (buoyancy) क  आ           क                 

 The distributional stress has not followed. 

   क                क  उ    क र            य   

 The second deferral concerns off-budget borrowings and fiscal rules. 

   र      ऑ -    उ     और                      ब         

 FC16 documented how States borrow through government-controlled entities and 
service those liabilities from the budget, keeping them invisible in headline deficit figures. 

FC16         कय   क          -                          उ            और उ        रय   क  

                     ,                      आ             ई            

 It is recommended that States discontinue this practice and that the Fiscal Responsibility 
Legislation (FRL) frameworks be amended. 

य       रश क   ई  क     इ                  और          उ              (FRL) क  

                       ए  

 The Explanatory Memorandum accepted the quantum of borrowing ceilings in principle. 

                            उ                  क    क र  कय   

 Then it noted that off-budget controls, FRL amendments, and the Union‘s own fiscal 
deficit path would be examined separately. 

इ क  ब   इ    क    य   क ऑ -          , FRL       , और                     

                                         ए    

 Punjab carried a debt-to-GSDP ratio of 42.9% in 2023-24 and a revenue deficit of 3.7% of 
GSDP. 

      क  2023-24    ऋ -  -GSDP        42.9%    और           GSDP    3.7%     

 It was borrowing primarily to address revenue shortfalls rather than build capital assets. 

य                                    ए उ             ,    क                              

  ए  

 Rajasthan‘s outstanding liabilities stood at 37.9% of GSDP, West Bengal‘s at 38.3%, and 
Andhra Pradesh‘s at 34.6%. 

                           GSDP    37.9%,               38.3%, और आ           

34.6%      

 Each operates under fiscal rules that, by the Commission‘s own assessment, are 
effectively unenforced. 

इ      र                             ,    क  आ       आ                                  

       ए         

 The recommendation to reform those rules was made. 

इ                  क       रश क   ई  

 The Union noted it for later. 

             इ            ए     कर   य   
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Rewarding the Centre‘s priorities 

                            

 Two choices in FC16‘s transfer architecture repay close reading. 

FC16                           य    र   श            क     क       

 The first is the replacement of the tax and fiscal effort criterion in the horizontal 
devolution formula with a contribution to GDP criterion. 

         य         -                औ                       क     कर GDP           

       क       कर       

 Under FC15, States received a 2.5% weight based on their own tax revenue efficiency 
relative to economic capacity, rewarded for trying harder. 

FC15 क      र     क  2.5%     उ क  आ                                        क  

   र  र         ,                                                     

 The new criterion, assigned a 10% weight, allocates resources in proportion to each State’s 
contribution to national GDP. 

 ए        क  10%       य   य    ,    क               क           क र   क         GDP    

       क             कय           

 It is measured as the square root of its GSDP relative to all States. 

इ                         GSDP           क     र  र               

 Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Karnataka, large high-GSDP States that already generate 
substantial own revenue, benefit structurally from this shift. 

       ,        औ        ,    उ  GSDP                 और             य                

उ   कर     , इ    र                                        

 Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh, which are States with lower per capita incomes and 
greater fiscal need, do not. 

     ,        औ  उ       ,    क          आ        और          आ           

  , उ   इ क                  

 This is not a technical adjustment. 

य  क    एक                         

 It is an inversion of equalisation logic: the previous criterion rewarded effort, the new one 
rewards weight. 

य                      उ       :      क                               ,  ब क  य  

आ         (weight) क    र    कर       

 The shift from tax & fiscal effort (2.5%) to contribution to GDP (10%) is the defining 
structural change. 

   औ                (2.5%)    GDP           (10%) क   र ब                  

            

 The second is the conditionality architecture of the local body grants. 

   र    र                                              ब         

 The ₹7,91,493 crore recommended for rural and urban local bodies is divided into basic 
and performance components. 

      औ                     क    ए    श     ₹7,91,493      क         औ        

आ                        कय   य      

 Access is contingent on entry-level conditions covering constituted bodies, audited 
accounts, and the timely constitution of State Finance Commissions. 

इ   क                   र     र   ,                  ,     -           , और         

आ                    श         

 Performance grants add further layers tied to own-source revenue benchmarks and 
Central database compliance. 

      आ                                   और                                   र  

श   श         

 Each condition is defensible in isolation. 

   क                                     

 Together, they construct a system in which the gap between a State‘s entitlement and its 
actual receipt depends on its capacity to meet Central monitoring requirements. 
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   क     कर य  एक         ब                           औ                             इ  

ब    र     र कर       क                  आ        क   क      र  कर  क       

 States with weaker governance infrastructure, which tend also to be States with greater 
fiscal need, face that gap most acutely. 

    र     क                       और    क           आ             ,    इ          

                         

 The FC15 period offers a precedent, where urban local body grants were released at only 
62.6% of the recommended amount. 

FC15      इ क  एक उ             ,                              क                     

62.6%  क      र   कए  ए     

 Read alongside the Commission‘s report, the Explanatory Memorandum reveals a 
consistent logic. 

आ              क            र             एक            क   श         

 The Union accepts what gives it budgetary predictability: the 41% share, the formula, and 
the grants. 

          उ  ब     क    क र कर         उ                      : 41%     ,          , और 

        

 It defers what would require sharing structural authority, fiscal rule reform, off-budget 
liability controls, and power sector restructuring. 

   क     उ        क                 क    ए                               ,          

               , ऑ -                        , और                         क       

 Where FC16 diagnosed a problem and recommended a remedy, the Union took note. 

     FC16     क        क         कय  और            य ,                               

      

 Where FC16 designed a flow and set an amount, the Union accepted it in full. 

   क       FC16               औ        य क ,                   उ                        

 What makes the FC16 moment distinctive is that it arrives after years of documented 
State-level fiscal deterioration. 

FC16                 इ   ए        क य                                       क  ब   

 य      

 The Commission‘s own data confirms this. 

आ            आ        इ        कर       

 Punjab borrows to pay salaries and service existing debt, not to build infrastructure. 

                औ         ऋ         क    ए उ  र        ,                      क    ए       

 Andhra Pradesh carries reorganisation-era liabilities that no Finance Commission has 
resolved. 

आ         र                                       क ई        आ            कर   य   

 Rajasthan‘s revenue deficit persists across multiple award periods. 

                    कई     आ               ब          

 The Commission saw each of these. 

आ       इ          य   क        

 The Memorandum took note. 

   क          क                 

 A federal structure whose transfers increasingly reward economic weight over fiscal 
need is problematic. 

                ,                             आ              आ                   

       ,        क     

 Its structural stress is deferred cycle after cycle. 

इ क                 र                         

 Its only reliable outcome is the perpetuation of Centre-State asymmetry. 

इ क  एक                   -                            

 Such a system is surely not in good health. 

                                         

 It has somehow learned to look like it is. 

   क  य   क    र                 ई                    
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 That is deeply troubling and unsettling for the fiscal-federal character of India‘s 
constitutional republic. 

य                                     -          क    ए                      औ  

                   

 This can result in long-term implications and an exacerbating civic divide. 

इ                       क      और                औ           क       

Criteria for Horizontal Distribution (15th Finance Commission) 

Income Distance — 45% 

 Measures the gap between a state‘s per capita income and that of the richest state. 

 Purpose: Helps poorer states receive a larger share of funds. 

Population (2011 Census) — 15% 

 States with larger populations receive more funds. 

 Purpose: Reflects expenditure needs of larger populations. 

Area — 15% 

 States with larger geographical areas get additional weight. 

 Purpose: Large states require more resources for administration and infrastructure. 

Forest and Ecology — 10% 

 States with more forest cover receive higher allocation. 

 Purpose: Encourages environmental conservation and ecological protection. 

Demographic Performance — 12.5% 

 Rewards states that have successfully controlled population growth. 

 Purpose: Encourages population stabilization efforts. 

Tax Effort — 2.5% 

 Measures how efficiently states collect their own tax revenues. 

 Purpose: Encourages better tax administration and fiscal responsibility. 
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11Mac. Gabon‘s push for IMF loan leads regional 
return to Fund 

 IMF ऋ       ए                                     

                 

 Following a coup, a contentious election and four 
different Finance Ministers - all within the past three years - 
Gabon is turning back to the International Monetary Fund to help 
put its fiscal house in order. 

               क     र  ए       ,               और        -

                क  ब                                        क  

  ए   र                        (IMF) क   र    कर र       

 Its push for an IMF loan - a prerequisite to unlocking 
investor cash and other international funding - could help 
stabilize the Central African OPEC-member‘s finances. 

 IMF ऋ      कर   क  उ क   य   —                   औ     

                                           —          OPEC 

                      क    र कर          कर  क       

 It will also likely have significant implications for its cash-
strapped regional neighbours. 

 इ क       उ क                                          र    

                          

 However, while investors and ratings agencies view an 
IMF programme as crucial, worries over Gabon‘s debt 
transparency and the government‘s will to push through tough 
reforms have bred skepticism. 

       क        औ         ए        IMF                         

  ,    क           ऋ               और                          

        इ   क    कर                        कय      

 “The programme is far from a done deal,” said Jose 
Mantero, sovereign analyst at Fitch Ratings. 

 “य  क य         य           ,”                                 

               क    

 “Significant obstacles remain, including the government‘s 
expansionary fiscal policy and the likelihood of drastic, 
unpopular reforms, both of which are politically challenging in 
the current environment.” 

 “        ब   ए                 ,                          

              और                                  श       ,    

                                         ” 

 The Fund on Friday wrapped up a 10-day visit to Gabon - 
its first since the government said it wanted an IMF loan after 
toying with the idea of tapping the market for over a year. 

 IMF    श    र क           10-                 क  — य       

                    IMF ऋ          इ      ई,  ब क    ए      

                                                              

 Concluding the visit, the IMF said talks would continue, 
adding that prudent policies were critical to safeguarding stability 
not only in Gabon, but in the broader region as well. 

 य         कर    ए IMF    क    क      ए            , और य          

 क                     क                  ब                     

   ए      क    ए             

 The talks were the first since several nations in the Central African Economic and 
Monetary Community (CEMAC) signalled they too would seek IMF help amid a regional 
funding crunch that has left low-rated nations with limited financing options. 
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 य       ए              इ        ए                   (CEMAC) क  कई   श     र  IMF        

                   क  ब           ,     क                                               ए       

                ए     

Patchy record 

              

 Years of political instability have saddled Gabon, the second-largest CEMAC economy, 
with an economic crunch and dwindling reserves. 

     क                     CEMAC                                 क  आ          

औ                    क                  य      

 Ahead of last week’s visit, the Finance Ministry said turning to the IMF was “part of the 
government‘s will to strengthen transparency, budget rigidity and sustainability of 
public finances.” 

            क  य                          क    क IMF               “         

         ,             औ                                      इ   क          ” 

 The government has yet to make a formal request to the IMF for a new programme. 

  रक र         क  ए             ए IMF    औ                    कय      

 Meanwhile, its patchy track record and transparency concerns could complicate Gabon‘s 
wooing of the Fund. 

 इ  ब   उ क               और                       ए  IMF    आ                       

       क       ब    क       

 Its last programme - a three-year facility approved in 2021 - “veered off-track” just a year 
later, according to the IMF. 

 IMF क       र उ क        क य    — 2021                          — क    एक     ब      

        उ        

 And non-profit Open Data Inventory, which assesses countries based on the openness of 
official statistics, ranks Gabon 171st out of 198 countries. 

    -              Open Data Inventory,    आ        आ                   क     र  र 

  श   क   क   कर     , उ             198          171          य      

 “The challenge in Gabon is a lack of data,” said Carmen Altenkirch, emerging markets 
sovereign analyst at Aviva Investors. 

 ए     इ      क  उ                                                 क  , “              

                          ” 

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED  11 March  2026 

11Mac Govt. invokes Essential Commodities Act for natural gas allocation 

                      आ          ए आ                          

11Mac To stabilise rupee, RBI may use 2013 plan to help banks mop up NRI dollar 
deposits 

                       ए RBI          NRI                             2013          

   उ                
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11Mac. Govt. invokes Essential Commodities Act for 
natural gas allocation 

                      आ          ए आ        

                  

 Invoking the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) has sought diverting natural 
gas to certain priority sectors with a tiered structure. 

 आ               , 1955 क       कर    ए           औ          

           (MoPNG)                                              

           ए             (         )        क  ब   क       

 In a gazette notification dated March 9, the Ministry 
underlined domestic piped natural gas (PNG), Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) for vehicular fuel, and Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG) 
production alongside fertilizer manufacturing, tea industries, 
manufacturing and other industrial consumers, among the priority 
sectors. 

 9                                             इ               (PNG), 

     ई         ए                     (CNG) और                   

    (LPG) उ     क     -    उ           ,     उ   ,          औ  

   औ      उ        क                         श      कय   

 Earlier this week, the Centre had invoked the Essential 
Commodities Act for prioritising LPG supply to domestic 
consumers. 

 इ       क  श                           उ           LPG आ         

              क    ए आ                      कय      

 The latest gazette notification introduced tiered allocation 
priorities to each of the mentioned sectors. 

                          उ         क     क    ए      आ     

        ए       क   ई     

 For example, domestic piped natural gas supply, CNG for 
transport and LPG production, among others, have been accorded 
―priority allocation‖ with supplies to be upheld uninterrupted at 
―hundred per cent‖, subject to operational availability. 

 उ   र  क    ए         इ               आ     ,             ए CNG और 

LPG उ     क  ―         आ    ‖   य   य    ,    क      आ         

―100      ‖                         ए  , बश             

उ          

 This would be premised on their average consumption from 
the previous six months. 

 य       उ क                     औ        र     र        

 Fertilizer plants would be supplied 70% of consumption 
requirements, premised on their average consumption in the 
previous six months. 

 उ             क  उ क                     औ       क     र  र     

आ           70%         कय    ए    
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11Mac. To stabilise rupee, RBI may use 2013 plan to help banks mop up NRI 
dollar deposits 

                       ए RBI          NRI                             2013    

         उ                

 The Reserve Bank of India may look to revive a strategy it last employed in 2013 to attract 
dollars into the country via the Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Banks) and Non-
Resident External deposit routes. 

                  (RBI) 2013        ई  ई र      क    र         कर    र     र कर  क      

   क Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Banks) औ  Non-Resident External             

                    आ        ए         

 This could help stabilise the rupee, which is facing headwinds due to the heat of the West 
Asia conflict. 

 य       क    र कर          कर  क     ,         ए                   क  क र   ब   क  

      कर र       

 Exempting the two categories of NRI deposits from statutory pre-emptions — cash 
reserve ratio (CRR) and statutory liquidity ratio (SLR) — and the RBI opening a special 
window for banks to swap fresh, long-tenor FCNR(B) dollar funds at a fixed rate could 
be two options for the central bank to break the fall in the rupee and bolster its ability to 
intervene in the market, say experts. 

 NRI                   क          आ        —     आ            (CRR) औ          

             (SLR)             और RBI                 ए  ए          FCNR(B)             

                          ए                            क      क                        य  

क    र    क  र क  क      और ब   र          क            क    ब   कर  क       

 The rupee has depreciated about 7.4% to ₹91.81 per dollar as of Tuesday from 85.49 as of 
end-March 2025 amid a widening merchandise trade deficit, including due to the U.S. 
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slapping steep tariffs on Indian goods, and foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) selling in 
the domestic equity markets. 

            र  क ₹91.81           र      7.4%            ,         2025           85.49 

  , इ क  क र  ब                  ,                              उ             , और 

                           (FPI)                                      

 A weak rupee and high energy prices following the Gulf conflict can stoke inflation. 

            और            क  ब   ऊ       ऊ                   क  ब    क       

 India imports almost 90% of its crude oil requirement. 

   र                  आ              90% आ    कर       

 Temporarily exempting FCNR (B) and NRE deposits from SLR and CRR (₹3 with the RBI), 
will enable them to direct all the deposits they raise into credit. 

 FCNR(B) औ  NRE     क     य        SLR औ  CRR (RBI        ₹3)                ब क 

    ए  ए              ऋ           उ                        

 V. Rama Chandra Reddy, Head of Treasury, Karur Vysya Bank, observed that there have 
been net (dollar) outflows under the foreign direct investment (FDI) and the FPI routes 
in the third quarter of FY26. 

   .             ,                           ,    ब  य   क         26                    

                 (FDI) औ  FPI                                 

 So, to further bolster its firepower to intervene in the market, the central bank can 
consider incentivising banks to mobilise FCNR(B) deposits by providing them with a 
temporary exemption from maintaining the statutory reserve ratios. 

 इ   ए ब   र          कर   क               औ             क    ए           ब क   क  

FCNR(B)                 ए            क     ,    क    ए उ           आ               ए 

                         क       

 K. Arvind, Executive Vice-President (Head – Treasury), Tamilnad Mercantile Bank, 
opined that if RBI offers banks a window to swap fresh FCNR(B) dollar funds, it will be 
beneficial for all stakeholders. 

   .       ,              इ                  उ     (           )    क    क य   RBI       

    ए FCNR(B)                           ए                   ,    य                   

  ए               

 The RBI‘s ability to defend the domestic currency due to the swap will be further 
bolstered. 

          क  क र                            RBI         और   ब         

 Additionally, it will generate rupee liquidity for the banking system, and NRIs will get 
better returns. 

 इ क      र , इ                                       , और ए आ आई                

        

 He noted there will be an element of uncertainty about the future in the minds of NRIs due 
to the global ramifications of the West Asia conflict. 

 उ      क    क      ए                           क  क र  ए आ आई                       

         क     र      

 So, they may channelise their overseas savings/investments into NR deposits with 
Indian banks. 

 इ   ए                   /                         NR                              
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11Mac. Proton accelerator facility to come up in Visakhapatnam 

                     ए                           ए   

 Andhra Pradesh is set to play a key role in advancing one of India‘s most ambitious 
atomic science programmes, with plans to establish a high-energy proton accelerator 
system in Visakhapatnam as part of the country’s long-term nuclear research roadmap. 

 आ          र  क                                             एक क      ब                

                 र     ,    क        श क                                  क       क        

              उ -ऊ          ए                     कर   क  य         
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 Speaking to The Hindu at the Raja Ramanna Centre for Advanced Technology (RRCAT) 
campus in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, on Monday, Dr. Jishnu Dwivedi, Director of the 
Technology Development and Support Group, said the proposed facility would form a 
crucial component of India‘s accelerator-driven systems to harness vast thorium 
reserves for nuclear energy. 

      र क             इ                             ए                (RRCAT)   र र    

The Hindu    ब                           ए             क      शक   .                क    क 

                      ए        -                                   ,    क  उ    

       ऊ         ए                       उ     कर       

 “The proton accelerator is being developed as part of India‘s long-term nuclear 
programme. 

 “      ए         क                                  क       क          क     कय     र   

    

 As the technology is extremely complex and expensive, the machine will take a couple of 
decades to become fully operational,” Dr. Dwivedi said. 

     क य                  औ          , इ   ए इ   श   क                   ब           

      क    य      ,”   .           क    

 Once running, the facility will generate high-energy neutrons through spallation reactions 
to convert India‘s abundant thorium into uranium fuel for reactors. 

  ब य            ए  ,  ब य                                     उ -ऊ           उ   

कर   ,                                ए          ए          ई                 कय      क     

 “This is a strategically important technology for India, which possesses some of the 
world‘s largest thorium reserves,” he said. 

 उ      क    क य            ए                               ,     क   र  क             

                                         

 Visakhapatnam was chosen for its strong technological ecosystem and proximity to the 
sea, providing ample cooling water for such high-energy systems. 

            क  इ क                              और                   क  क र       

 य ,           उ -ऊ                  ए                उ        क   

 Established in 1984 under the Department of Atomic Energy, RRCAT leads research in 
particle accelerators and laser technologies with applications in space, defence, 
communications, and medical science. 

        ऊ          क         1984          RRCAT,          औ                 र 

         क        कर     ,    क  उ य         ,    ,       औ                           

 It also runs experiment labs for industries, hospitals, and institutions. 

 य  उ     ,         औ          क    ए         ए             कर       

 Dr. Dwivedi noted that RRCAT‘s linear accelerators power electron beam facilities are 
used to sterilise medical devices. 

   .           ब  य   क RRCAT           ए                      इ                 ए  

       उ               (      इ )      क    ए उ य   क           
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11Mac. Scientists rewire bacteria to build ‗designer‘ proteins on demand 

                                                       ‗    इ  ‘                

          

 Researchers have found a way to hijack the natural protein-making facilities of bacteria 
to manufacture specific proteins of interest. 

श  क                                  -                                               

क   र क        य      

 They achieved this by turning a ‗nutrient gate‘ on a bacterial cell into a Trojan horse that 
could ferry artificial amino acids into cells to make these proteins. 

उ      ब    रय  क  शक  क  ‗         (nutrient gate)‘ क                ब     य ,             

                               ए        और       ब  ए     क   

 The study was conducted by teams at ETH Zurich (Switzerland) and the Technical 
University of Munich (Germany). 
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य    य  ETH       (         ) और                   ऑ        (     ) क  

श  क        र   कय   य   

 The research was published in the journal Nature. 

य  श   Nature    क      क  श      

 All proteins are made from combinations of 20 natural amino acids. 

          20                    क          य         ब            

 In laboratories, chemists can synthesise thousands of artificial amino acids, many with 
entirely new properties. 

 य  श         र  य                         ब    क     ,       कई क            ए          

    

 For example, if the amino acid p-azido-L-phenylalanine is incorporated into a protein, 
scientists can attach drugs to the protein at a precise spot. 

उ   र  क    ए, य   p-azido-L-phenylalanine    क          क   क                   ए,    

      क                                            

 This ability could help proteins treat certain diseases more effectively. 

य             क                   उ                   ब    क       

 The main challenge has been to make cells‘ protein-making machinery use artificial 
amino acids. 

           य  र       क                                                    उ          

     

Idea and bottleneck 

      औ       

 In the 1980s, Peter Schultz and colleagues at the University of California, Berkeley laid 
the foundation for incorporating artificial amino acids into proteins at specific sites. 

1980                      और उ क    य   य                 ऑ             ,                

                                       क       र    

 Over the years, scientists expanded this toolkit to incorporate artificial amino acids in 
proteins produced by cells. 

  य क            क      इ   क  क क    क    करक                                      

               क       ब  ई  

 However, one persistent problem remained — getting enough artificial amino acids into 
the cell. 

   क  एक      ब   र   —                                                         

 Most lab-made amino acids struggle to cross the cell membrane and reach the cytoplasm, 
where ribosomes synthesise proteins. 

   क  श                                      क    र कर   इ        क               , 

       इ                               

 This occurs because the side chains of artificial amino acids are water-loving, while the 
cell membrane core is water-repelling. 

    इ   ए             क                       इ        -            ,  ब क             

         -               

 To solve this issue, scientists previously used three approaches. 

इ       क     कर   क    ए       क                         ए  

 One method involved adding large concentrations of artificial amino acids in the medium 
so they could passively cross the membrane. 

एक  र क                               उ              ,    क                     

            

 Another approach involved engineering membrane-binding proteins to smuggle small 
peptides across the membrane, which later broke down into amino acids inside the cell. 

   र   र क                                   इ            ,             इ                

       , और ब      क  शक  क     र उ                       य    ए  

 A third method involved engineering metabolic pathways so cells could produce artificial 
amino acids internally. 
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   र   र क                                 इ            ,    क क  शक ए              

                

 These approaches achieved limited success but were specific to certain amino acids and 
could not be generalised. 

इ   र क                      ,    क  य                                   और          

               ए         

 In the new study, researchers identified the exact molecule responsible for transporting 
peptides into the cell. 

 ए   य     श  क                       इ                                   क   

 When the transporter system — the bacterial mechanism that normally imports small 
protein fragments as food — was absent, cells lost their ability to use artificial amino 
acids bound to peptides. 

 ब                  —                                                                 — 

          ,  ब क  शक ए      इ                              उ                   

 This indicated that the transporter molecule acted as the smuggler. 

इ           क                      ‗   ‘                      

 Once inside the cell, protein-cutting enzymes broke the peptides apart. 

क  शक  क     र        क  ब                    ए   इ      इ    क               

 These enzymes released the artificial amino acids. 

इ  ए   इ                                     

 Researchers confirmed this by removing the enzymes that normally cut peptides. 

श  क         य           इ             ए   इ        क   

 When these enzymes were removed, the cell’s protein production dropped sharply. 

 ब इ  ए   इ    क     य   य ,    क  शक  क        उ                  

 This showed that the transporter brings the cargo into the cell, after which enzymes 
release the artificial amino acid, allowing the ribosome to use it in protein synthesis. 

इ           क                                          ,   र ए   इ                    

           ,         इ                      उ    उ             

Across the membrane 

            

 Kathrin Lang and her colleagues at ETH Zurich started from the same idea: by attaching the 
artificial amino acid to a short peptide. 

ETH Zurich क            और उ क    य   य      इ       र    श     क   क                

   ए           इ            ए  

 But this group pushed the idea further in the bacterium Escherichia coli. 

   क  इ          इ      र क  Escherichia coli                   क     कय   

 Laasya Samhita, assistant professor of biology at Ashoka University, Sonepat, explained 
the mechanism used in the study. 

                           क           क     यक      र                इ    य  क  

   य  क      य   

 The group engineered an ABC transporter, a membrane protein that imports proteins into 
the cell, using directed evolution. 

इ          ABC transporter    क            क  directed evolution          इ     यर 

 कय ,          क  क  शक  क     र          

 This allowed the transporter to take up peptides carrying artificial amino acids. 

इ    य           र                         इ    क  क  शक         क   

 The ABC transporter normally imports tripeptides (three amino acids) and tetrapeptides 
(four amino acids) into the cell as nutrient sources. 

ABC                       इ    इ  (            ) और          इ  (            ) क  

         क        क  शक              

 Dr. Lang and colleagues designed tripeptides and tetrapeptides in which they hid an 
artificial amino acid between two natural amino acids. 
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  .     और उ क    य   य         इ    इ  औ           इ  ब  ए                                

    ए                             

 This trick caused the transporter to smuggle artificial amino acids into the cell. 

इ  य                                                                

 Once inside the cell, peptide-cleaving enzymes broke the peptides into individual amino 
acids. 

क  शक  क     र        क  ब       इ             ए   इ      इ    क     -                  

             

 This made the artificial amino acids available for protein production in the cell. 

इ                                                ए उ                

 Unlike earlier studies, this research engineered the transporter by altering a protein 
located between the inner and outer membranes of the bacterial cell. 

     क    य          , इ  श                    इ       इ                  क             

          आ      औ                              क    र      कर   

 The researchers first identified residues that clamp onto the cargo molecules. 

श  क              उ                   (residues) क        क                         

    

 Then they prepared mutant transporters capable of taking up 10 times more 
unconventional amino acids than the normal transporter. 

इ क  ब   उ                         य र  कए                   र क           10                  

            र     क       

 This represented double the efficiency compared to earlier studies. 

य            क    य    क                        श         

Easier to use 

उ        आ    

 The findings are important because standard laboratory broths already contain many 
natural peptides. 

य                       क                     (broths)                ई             इ    

               

 These peptides compete for the same transporter, reducing the amount of artificial amino 
acids entering the cell. 

य      इ    उ                   ए                ,                                          

               

 To overcome this, researchers evolved the transporter step by step. 

इ       क     कर   क    ए श  क                                               

 They repeatedly selected bacterial cells that imported artificial amino acid peptides most 
efficiently. 

उ      ब र-ब र उ                                                      इ            

             आ              

 The improved transporter was then integrated into the bacterial genome. 

इ क  ब   इ  उ            र क                                        

 The resulting system allowed routine production of proteins without carefully controlling the 
culture medium. 

इ              क                                           ए                         

उ                  

 According to Maximilian Fottner, senior scientist in Lang’s group and lead author of the 
study, the method makes it possible to produce designer proteins with unnatural amino 
acids as efficiently as natural proteins. 

    क       क    र        क और   य  क          क                  क       र, इ       

                             इ         क                              ब  य      क       

 Such proteins could be multifunctional, for example an antibody carrying a drug at a 
specific engineered site. 

            -            क     ,      ए  ए                                     ई     
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 The researchers also showed that their method could introduce two different artificial 
amino acids into a single protein. 

श  क         य         य   क य       ए                    -                       

 क       

 This allows the protein to carry two engineered features at different positions. 

इ                   -             इ                ए           क       

 Dr. Lang and colleagues are now working on developing a similar system in human cells. 

  .     और उ क    य     ब                  इ                              र क   

कर र       

 The aim is to produce artificial human-like proteins for therapeutic applications. 

इ क  उ            उ            ए           -          ब         

 The idea could also be extended to import molecules other than amino acids to create 
complex chemical compounds. 

य      र                                                   और               

                   क      र   कय      क       

 
 
11Mac. AI and the national security calculus 

              (AI) औ                       

 Anthropic, an American Artificial Intelligence (AI) lab, is asking for three Chinese AI labs 
— DeepSeek, MoonshotAI, and MiniMax — to be treated as national security threats. 

ए      , एक         आ          इ         (AI)         ,          एआई            — 

DeepSeek, Moonshot AI औ  MiniMax — क                    क        घ     कर   क       

कर र       

 The AI models of Anthropic and other American labs have reportedly been used by the 
U.S. military in the Iran attacks to fast-track the ―kill chain‖ from target identification to 
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legal approval and strike. 

ए       और                       क  एआई      क  उ य   क                       

  र  ई                ―       ‖ क      कर   क    ए  कय   य ,                          

       औ                   श         

 The Pentagon has labelled Anthropic a ―supply chain risk‖, a designation usually 
associated with foreign adversaries. 

          ए       क  ―   ई          ‖ घ      कय    ,                                क    ए 

 य            

 This designation was given after Anthropic raised concerns about how its technology was 
being used in military operations. 

य      कर   ब  कय   य   ब ए                            उ     क    कर              

 This decision is now being challenged in court. 

य      य  ब                                 

 These developments within a few weeks have serious implications for AI development and 
national security calculations worldwide. 

क               ए इ  घ        क              एआई       औ                       र       

         क       

The issue 

     

 The Chinese AI labs have been accused of distilling frontier models from American AI 
companies. 

     एआई             र         एआई             उ             ―        ‖      क  

 र      य   य      

 In simple terms, this involves using outputs of a stronger AI model to train a weaker 
model. 

 र  श      , इ    ए          एआई         आउ        उ                      

            श         

 The attacks were sophisticated and used deceptive techniques to hide the identity and 
intent of the distillers. 

य                    और इ                        क  उ य   कर                  औ  

उ        ए  ए  

 Anthropic claims this happened on an industrial scale. 

ए       क           क य  औ             आ  

 It cited ―16 million exchanges with Claude through approximately 24,000 fraudulent 
accounts‖, violating terms of service and regional access restrictions. 

इ क       र      24,000                      Claude        16               ए,    

         औ                         उ         

 Generative AI is often compared with nuclear technologies, with the aim of containing its 
proliferation. 

        एआई क          र                 क         ,    क इ                       

        

 However, AI is a dual-use general-purpose technology, more comparable to 
semiconductors than nuclear weapons. 

   क  एआई ए    -उ                   ,                                      

            क      -          

 Unlike nuclear technologies, where governments lead research and development, 
cutting-edge AI research happens mainly in the private sector. 

             क     र  ,                                      ,             क एआई 

                                    

 Most AI development occurs for civilian applications. 

   क  श एआई              उ       क    ए  कय           

 However, the same technology also has military applications. 

   क  य    क  क     उ             ई     क       
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 Nuclear non-proliferation works because fissile material is rare, controlled, and 
traceable. 

                  इ   ए क   कर          क                     ,         औ            

             

 This is not true for mathematical AI models. 

   क  य              एआई        क    ए              

 The fact that DeepSeek achieved performance comparable to frontier models at a 
fraction of the cost, even after export controls, shows that restrictions are not effective. 

य      क DeepSeek                                         उ                           

  ,  श         क                       

 The nuclear narrative asks us to treat querying an AI model as equivalent to weapons 
proliferation. 

             य                 क एआई                                                

  ए  

Distilled models and guardrails 

           औ            

 Anthropic’s argument that a distilled model will be used less responsibly lies on weak 
foundations. 

ए       क  य   क   क            क  उ य                         ए  ,       आ    

 र   क      

 Models from frontier American AI labs such as Anthropic, OpenAI, Google and xAI could 
be used by the U.S. military for applications such as surveillance, cyberwarfare and lethal 
autonomous weapons systems. 

ए      ,    एआई,      औ  xAI                   एआई            क               

       र         ,   इ       औ                               उ य    कए     क       

 When Anthropic recently raised concerns about the military uses of its models, it faced the 
threat of being removed from defence systems and labelled a ―supply chain risk‖. 

 ब ए                                क      उ     क    कर          ई,    उ                   

      और ―   ई          ‖ घ     कर   क    क        

 Its rival OpenAI has accepted a permissive contract for military uses, showing a race to 
the bottom due to competition to serve government clients. 

इ क             एआई        उ          ए ए  उ                     ,           

                    ए                 ‗               ‘ क   श         

 When their own AI models are used in such applications, the argument that distilled models 
will lack guardrails collapses. 

 ब उ क       एआई          उ य           ए    र     ,    य   क   क                       

             , क   र             

 It is extremely difficult to control the diffusion of AI technology for many reasons. 

कई क र       एआई                                             

 One reason is talent mobility, which is hard to restrict. 

एक क र                        ,            कर   क        

 Many researchers in Chinese AI labs were trained in U.S. universities or worked in U.S. 
companies. 

     एआई            क  कई श  क                                     य                   

                    

 Restrictions on inputs such as semiconductors have repeatedly been circumvented and 
are now partially repealed. 

               इ      र    ए  ए    ब   कई ब र           ए  ए    और  ब आ           

   ए     ए     

 Now distillation has emerged as another vector that is even harder to restrict. 

 ब          एक      य       ब   य                       औ              

 The Anthropic report itself acknowledges this difficulty. 

ए                    इ  क    ई क    क र कर       
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 Every time a restriction appears, workarounds are quickly found to bypass it. 

 र ब र  ब क ई                     ,    उ                   उ           ए          

 If distillation is considered extremely risky, then restricting public access to such 
capabilities may need consideration. 

य            क                        ए,    इ                                 एक 

  क      क       

 In the language of national security, these restrictions do not make the world safer. 

             क         य     ब                                     

 Instead, they make it harder for rivals to compete with dominant U.S. companies even in 
civilian applications. 

इ क  ब  य य                     ए                                       ब          , य     क 

 क        उ              

 Input-based restrictions are largely ineffective and cause collateral damage to 
innovation, scientific collaboration and economic development. 

इ     आ                क  श                  और       ,               औ  आ     

      क                          

 They also consolidate power in the hands of a few U.S. technology companies. 

य     ब                                                  औ               कर          

 Equating distillation with industrial-scale intellectual property theft also seems unfair. 

         क  औ                             क                                     

 This is because frontier AI models themselves are trained on the creative and intellectual 
outputs of millions of people who were neither compensated nor asked for consent. 

    क उ   एआई       य                        औ               र   श           , 

                      ई औ       उ                    

 Asking a model millions of questions and learning from its answers is arguably no more 
extractive than training it on billions of web pages written by people without consent. 

 क                          उ          उ       क  य     क श   क र           उ         

           र   श    कर  ,    क     क                      

 Companies whose models were distilled are justified in saying their terms of service were 
violated. 

    क    य   क               ए  ए, उ क  य  क    उ        क उ क              उ     

 आ  

 They may pursue measures to block such actors. 

                           ए उ    कर  क       

 However, they are also advocating for a coordinated response across the AI industry, 
cloud providers, and policymakers. 

   क     एआई उ   ,   उ          औ                                      क          

कर र       

 Such moves could further entrench the market power of a handful of companies. 

    क                                 औ        कर  क       

What is needed 

   आ       

 It appears inevitable that armed forces worldwide will integrate generative AI into their 
military systems. 

                  क                  ए                               एआई                 

 The Anthropic episode shows that corporate guardrails are not a substitute for 
governance. 

ए            य   श         क                                                   

 A company can be overridden, replaced, or pressured into compliance. 

 क   क     क                         ,                                            ए 

                       

 What is needed are plurilateral commitments by states for responsible use of AI. 

   क     क           एआई            उ          ए               ए       



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
8

 

 These should include meaningful human control over lethal decisions. 

इ                                      श              ए  

 They should also include prohibitions on mass civilian surveillance. 

इ क                                                ए  

 There should also be auditable technical standards for such capabilities. 

           क    ए                          ब  ए          ए  

 These commitments must apply universally to be effective. 

इ     ब      क                  ए                       कय           ए  

 

 
 
11Mac. Lessons from C-DOT saga for technology development in India 

                            ए C-DOT             

 Former Congress and socialist leader K.P. Unnikrishnan, who passed away at Kozhikode 
on March 3, was an elected Member of Parliament for six terms between 1971 and 1995. 
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            और                 .  . उ      ,    क       3                      , 1971 

   1995                           ए     

 He will be remembered for his long political and parliamentary career spanning several 
decades and for his public life. 

उ   कई  शक    क     उ क           औ                                क    ए य    कय  

  ए    

 Few, however, might recall the impact of his tenure as the Minister for Communications for 
about three months — from December 1989 to April 1990 — in the short-lived 
government of Prime Minister V.P. Singh. 

      क ब   क                    क        उ क                            —        1989 

        1990 — क  य   कर     ,               .  .                              

 Unnikrishnan’s brief stay in Sanchar Bhawan was marked by controversies that derailed 
one of the most successful technology development programmes of independent India 
— the Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT) and ended the career of Sam 
Pitroda as a technology policymaker. 

             उ क        क य क               घर  र  ,                             

                            ए  —                   ऑ            (C-DOT) क         

 कय  और            क                      क        क रयर क       कर   य   

 Unnikrishnan’s crackdown on the telecom R&D organisation, which heralded the 
communication revolution with its indigenously developed rural telephone exchange 
technology, was so severe that it could barely recover in later decades. 

                         र उ  क    क            ई,                           ए     

      क                  क  श     क    , इ    क  र     क य  ब   क   शक                  

उबर   य   

 The communication scenario in India of the 1970s and 1980s was pathetic. 

1970 औ  1980                                                

 Telephone connectivity was very poor. 

                  ब             

 The national waiting list for getting a landline connection stood at 8.42 lakh in 1987, 
translating into a waiting period of three to four years. 

1987         इ                                      8.42       ,                      

   इ      कर            

 The connectivity in rural areas was worse, with just 3% of six lakh villages having a 
telephone connection. 

                    और     र ब   ,                            3%                      

 The quality of service was also poor, with high downtime. 

                   र ब    और   उ   इ               

 The main reason was the dependence on imports for telecom equipment such as 
switches, transmission lines, and instruments. 

    क र           उ               ,             इ  औ  उ            ए आ       

            

 Multinational telecom companies determined the level and type of technology India 
needed. 

                           य   य कर        क                औ                   

आ          

 The imported analogue exchanges would often break down due to high temperatures and 
dust. 

 य     ए      ए       र उ         औ      क  क र   र ब             

 They also could not handle high call volume in India. 

           उ            क                             

 In 1980, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi formed a committee to review the telecom 
infrastructure. 

1980             इ                                               ए ए        ब  ई  

 An Indian technologist from the U.S. made a radical suggestion before this panel: that 
India should develop and manufacture a digital switch instead of importing, as favoured 
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by the Department of Telecommunications (DoT). 

           आए ए                          इ        क        एक                   य   क 

        आ                                       औ                  ए,  ब क 

               (DoT)  य   क        कर       

 Over the next few years, this idea crystalised and C-DOT was born in 1986, with Sam 
Pitroda as its chairman. 

     क          य      र        आ और 1986    C-DOT           ई,    क          

       ब    

 Pitroda did not want it to be another government R&D outfit on the lines of existing 
laboratories and national institutions administered by different ministries. 

                      क य  क    एक और                       ब         क                क  

             ए  औ                        

 It was formed as an autonomous society, funded by the government but with functional 
freedom, on the lines of the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR). 

इ             क        ब  य   य ,                           कय   य     क          

           ई,       क      इ       ऑ                 (TIFR)        

 The agency was given an assured budget and a tight deadline — ₹36 crore and 36 
months — to develop an indigenous switch. 

इ       क  ₹36      औ  36                  क                                   

क       य   य   

 The idea was to introduce the next level of technology and do so indigenously. 

इ क  उ                     क                     कर       

 The proposed digital switch was heavily software-based, unlike the prevailing crossbar 
exchanges. 

                                आ        ,    उ    य              ए        

        

New work culture 

 ई             

 Young engineers and technologists were recruited. 

     इ          औ                  क      क   ई  

 They worked as project teams in Bangalore and Delhi. 

उ             औ                      क        क य   कय   

 A new work culture was promoted. 

एक  ई             क           कय   य   

 One American industry analyst wrote, “Young blue-jeaned computer programmers 
pulling all-nighters, walls peppered with PERT diagrams, weekend retreats, employee 
counselling programs, and performance-linked awards.” 

एक         उ                  , “                                                     ए, 

    र    र PERT       ,               ,                      , और       आ      

       ” 

 “But it is not Silicon Valley, it is India. It is not Apple Computer, it is C-DOT run by the 
government.” 

“   क  य                      , य           य  ए                 , ब                      

C-DOT    ” 

 But at home, C-DOT and Pitroda faced a hostile bureaucracy and an uncooperative DoT. 

   क    र     C-DOT और        क                     और                        (DoT) 

क        कर        

 Questions were raised in Parliament and the press about the working of C-DOT. 

     औ         C-DOT         क    कर    उ  ए  ए  

 In response to allegations of financial irregularities and flouting of government rules, 
inter-governmental committees were formed to review the working of C-DOT. 

                  और                  उ     क   र     क  ब   C-DOT                  

     ए     -                     क   ई   
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 But they did not report any financial wrongdoing. 

   क  उ       क                      क            क   

 As promised, C-DOT not only developed the digital rural exchange but also several other 
projects in the given timeframe. 

           कय   य    , C-DOT      क                 ए       क     कय  ब         र  

  य    कई            ए       र  क    

 It also developed novel ways of technology transfer and a base of Indian vendors. 

इ                         ए       और        आ               आ         क     कय   

 All this helped break the stronghold of American and European telecom suppliers in 
India. 

इ   ब                   औ                   आ                                    क   

 Combined with another innovation — subscriber trunk dialling (STD) — the C-DOT digital 
switch dramatically improved telecom connectivity across the country, heralding the 
communications revolution. 

एक         र     इ                (STD) क         कर C-DOT                 र    श 

                      क          ब   र ब            र   और             क  श      ई  

 When Unnikrishnan took over as the Minister for Communications in December 1989, 
Sam Pitroda and, because of his association, C-DOT were being targeted by top 
bureaucracy as well as the political opponents of Rajiv Gandhi. 

 ब उ                 1989                  क        क य   र       ,  ब            और उ क  

क र  C-DOT क  उ                                                   र    श    ब  य     

र       

 For Gandhi‘s political adversaries, including those from the Congress party, Pitroda had 
become an easy target as he was seen influencing key decisions as an important member 
of the informal group of ―Computer Boys‖ who had direct access to the prime minister. 

                           ,                                     , क    ए        एक आ    

       ब   ए        क उ   ―           ‖    क        रक      क      श             

       ,    क                            

 Pitroda helmed Rajiv Gandhi‘s pet programme, ‗Technology Missions‘. 

                   क       क य    ‗             ‘ क        कर र       

 In addition, telecom MNCs had been perturbed by the success of C-DOT. 

इ क                                   C-DOT                         

 All this placed Pitroda and C-DOT in a tight spot as Rajiv Gandhi and the Congress were 
voted out. 

इ      क र              औ  C-DOT एक                 ए,     क             औ         

                ए  

 On the very first day of taking over as the minister, Unnikrishnan publicly humiliated 
Pitroda, purportedly for being late in receiving him when he arrived at Sanchar Bhawan. 

                               उ                                               , क    

      इ   ए  क                 उ                                  

 Within a week, he formed a high level expert committee headed by K.P.P. Nambiar, former 
chairman of Indian Telephone Industries, to investigate C-DOT. 

ए               उ      K.P.P.          (     इ              इ          ) क           

उ                         क ,    क  उ    C-DOT                  

 It included all eight members of the inter-departmental committee that had examined the 
performance of C-DOT in 1986 and 1988 and cleared it. 

इ    उ      -                     आ      श       ,       1986 औ  1988    C-DOT    

                 उ                  

 G.B. Meemansi, executive director of C-DOT, was also made a member. 

C-DOT                      .  .         क                  ब  य   य   

 Nambiar then formed a one-man subcommittee specifically to review C-DOT‘s purchases. 

            ब      C-DOT                       ए ए  ए  -      उ       ब  ई  

 “The deliberations during the Expert Committee meetings, while reviewing the findings of 
the sub-committee, showed a planned witch-hunt instead of an honest review of the work 
put in by C-DOT,” Meemansi later recalled in his memoirs. 
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           ब                            क                                -     , उ       क  

 र     क        कर     य, C-DOT            ई                             ‗   -   ‘ 

         

 An air of gloom and uncertainty started hanging over 600 young C-DOTians. 

600      C-DOT इ          क  ब          औ                    ब         

 He and three other members of the committee gave a dissent note. 

उ      और       क                  एक                  कय   

 Nambiar did not include the dissent note in his final report and submitted it quickly to 
Unnikrishnan before the decided date. 

                                       श           कय  और       र                  इ   

उ       क         य   

 When the dissent note was submitted to Unnikrishnan, he called it a ―parallel report‖ and 
refused to make it a part of the report submitted by Nambiar. 

 ब            उ       क    य   य     उ      इ   ―               ‖ क   और इ            

                                        

 The Nambiar report was also submitted during the weekend. 

                                   क   ई  

 On the next working day, Unnikrishnan issued orders sacking from C-DOT two of the 
four members — Meemansi and D.R. Mahajan — who had written the dissenting note. 

               र उ          C-DOT    उ    र                —         और   .आ .       

— क                आ      र   कय ,                             

 Two weeks later, Unnikrishnan was divested of the communications portfolio and 
replaced by Janeshwar Mishra. 

            उ                                              और उ क                 

क    य    कय   य   

 The three-month tenure of Unnikrishnan as Communications Minister at a critical point 
in technology development derailed the indigenisation project. 

                                                      उ                               

                     क    र     उ  र   य   

 Though C-DOT eventually delivered 10,000-line and 40,000-line exchanges as promised, 
the momentum for innovation and product development was lost. 

      क C-DOT          10,000   इ  औ  40,000   इ  ए       क     कए,    क         

औ  उ                     ई  

 Rattled by the shabby treatment of founders like Pitroda and Meemansi, several young 
engineers marched to the Prime Minister‘s residence in Delhi. 

       औ                    क   क                      र     कर कई      इ                

                   क      कर  ए  

 They also staged a walkout when Unnikrishnan went to address them in Bangalore. 

उ                उ       क    ब    क    र      आउ      कय   

Mass exodus of scientists 

                           

 Within a few months, C-DOT reported a mass exodus of scientists and engineers, 
making it a classic case of brain drain. 

क                C-DOT              औ  इ                                   ,             क  

एक      उ   र  ब   य   

 Many were readily recruited by multinational telecom firms, which made a comeback after 
the 1991 liberalisation. 

कई       क                                  र     य   कर   य ,         1991    उ               

                  

 Others became entrepreneurs. 

       उ    ब   ए  

 The episode has many lessons that are still relevant four decades later. 

इ  घ       कई                     ,                               
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 Indigenous technology development needs unstinted support from both the political and 
administrative apparatus, irrespective of changes in political power. 

                   क    ए          औ                                       क   , 

                                          

 The development teams and organisations involved need functional autonomy and 
freedom from bureaucratic restrictions. 

इ    श                 औ          क                 और                             

क     क            

 Technology development is risky business and cannot be tied down by traditional 
yardsticks of time and cost overruns as well as failures. 

             एक                   और इ      ,                     क    र   रक 

   क           ब         क    

 Young talent is an essential raw material and it needs to be retained and nurtured in 
every possible way. 

           एक                   और इ    र       र क            औ           कय       

    ए  

 Product development remains the holy grail of technology business in India, and there is 
much to learn from the history of technology development in the country. 

उ            र                                       ब         और   श           

         इ                                    
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11Mac. Researchers publish first-of-its-kind checklist on reviews across India 

                                                                        

 Researchers have brought out a first-of-its-kind checklist of reviews in India by putting 
together data from more than 260 years of scattered scientific records from 1881 to 
2025. 

 श  क                                                      य र क    ,       1881    2025 

      260                       ए                  क    क    क  एक   कय   य      

 A study published in the Zootaxa journal on March 10 documents 92 species across 27 
genera, with more than 60% of them endemic. 

 10      क  Zootaxa          क  श  एक   य     27               92          क         कर  

 कय   य    ,          60%               (ए      )     

 According to the authors of the study, many of these species were described in the 1800s 
and have never been studied again in modern taxonomy, leaving large gaps in 
understanding the glowing insects. 

   य  क                  , इ       य         कई क  1800                            और 

आ                                          ,       इ                             

         ब    ए     

 The paper titled ‗A checklist of rice (Coleoptera: Lampyridae) from India‘ was authored by 
Parvez, Akshay Kumar Chakravarthy, Oliver Keller, Devanshu Gupta and Amlan Das. 

 ‗A checklist of reies (Coleoptera: Lampyridae) from India‘ श   क      इ  श     क     क 

     ,                ,           ,              औ               

 The researchers note that while there have been attempts to build research on •re•y 
taxonomy, the results have been fragmented so far. 

           क  क        क       क                                          ए   ,    क  

उ क                      ए र       

 Parvez, lead author of the paper, notes that more than 50 species have not been recorded 
again from India since their original descriptions. 

 इ  श     क                 क       र 50                     उ                    

                                     

 “In light of the lack of accessible resources for the Indian rice, a literature survey was 
taken to produce a modern checklist of species from the subcontinent. 

 “                    ए                      क         ए,              कय   य     क 

उ                       ए  आ               य र क      क   

 This checklist of the Lampyridae of India is presented as a •rst step to remedy the 
situation, and to provide researchers with a resource to conduct research on •re•ies,” 
reads the study. 

   र  क  Lampyridae क  य    क                                क             क   ई    

और                                            ए ए                   क  उ    र    

  ,”   य     क    य      

 The checklist provides names of species, names of scientists who documented them 
originally and subsequently, years of documentation, and geographies in which the 
species are found. 

 य                        , उ        औ                                       , 

                 , और                                   ई        , क     क र       कर   

    

 Fireflies were found in 22 States, including one Union Territory, and it was found that 
several species occurred across geographies. 

       22            ए  ए,       ए                   श       , और य    य   य   क  ई 

                                  ई          

 According to Parvez, the insufficiency of modern literature on •re•ies has been a major 
stumbling block for researchers who study the insects. 

       क       र,            आ                   उ                 ए ए           र   

      इ  क     क    य  कर             
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 It took close to three years for the scientists to compile the checklist. 

           क  इ                                             
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11Mac. Rajnath Singh unveils ‗vision 
document‘ to advance military 

                        आ              ए 

‗            ‘           

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on 
Tuesday released the ―Defence Forces Vision 
2047: A Roadmap for a Future-Ready Indian 
Military‖ at an event in South Block, here, 
outlining a long-term strategy to transform India‘s 
armed forces into a modern, integrated and 
technologically advanced military by the 
centenary of Independence. 

                               र क    उ         

 य     एक क य       ―Defence Forces Vision 

2047: A Roadmap for a Future-Ready Indian 

Military‖   र   कय ,                          

क  आ     , ए      औ               उ        

   ब     क    ए                  क क  

                 क    क        कय   य      

 According to the Ministry of Defence 
(MoD), the comprehensive vision document lays 
out a blueprint to strengthen the capabilities of 
the Indian armed forces in line with the country’s 
ambition of becoming a developed nation by 
2047. 

            (MoD) क       र, य            

                                       

           क    ए एक           कर     ,      श क  2047                        

          क            

 Officials said the roadmap identifies key strategic reforms, capability enhancements, 
and organisational changes required to address the rapidly evolving geopolitical, 
technological, and security landscape. 

               क    क य                            ,           औ                   क  

      कर     ,                    -        ,        औ              क        कर   क  

  ए    क     

 The document envisages transforming the military into an integrated, multidomain, and 
agile force capable of deterring adversaries, responding across the full spectrum of 
conflict and safeguarding India‘s expanding strategic interests. 

 य              क  एक ए     ,   -      औ            ब     क    रक    कर     ,    
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               ,                                     और                                   

                

 A central pillar of the vision document is greater jointness among the Army, the Navy 
and the Air Force. 

 इ               क  एक               ,        औ                            

(  इ     )     

 


